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What's on 

Chance to check 
festive viewing 

Starts Page 23 



Let it glow 

Community rally to make 
family dream come true 

See Page 13 



Sport 

Dismay for battling 
DKs in rugby defeat 

See Page 36 



Bereaved 
will face 
burial fee 
price rise 

BURIAL and cremation fees 
will rise by up to 15 per cent 
under plans announced by 
cash-strapped Dudley 
Council as it battles to trim 
millions from its budgets. 

Mourners in the borough 
could face the increase from 
April, if the proposals are 
approved. 

It comes as the authority 
battles to save almost £60 
million over the next three 
years. 

Bosses said today the fees 
would still remain among 
the lowest in the Black 
Country and cash would be 
used to help with finding 
more land for burials. 

They said every effort has 
been made to minimise the 
increases being proposed. 

Under the plans, the cost 
of exclusive right of burial 
would rise from £1,400 to 
£1,610 for an earthen grave 
and from £1,573 to £1,809 
for a bricked grave. These 
are increases of 12 and 15 
per cent. 

Cremation costs for an 
adult will increase by seven 
per cent from £607 to £650. 
And the cost of having addi¬ 
tional chapel time, including 
an organ and organist, will 
go up from £118 to £126 per 
half hour. 

The fee for a Woodland 
grave will go up from £325 to 
£374. 

The proposals are due to 
be discussed at a meeting on 
Monday. 

Drugs seized 
in town raid 

DRUGS were seized during 
raids in Dudley town centre 
on Monday morning. 

Around 30 officers 
swooped on three properties 
at Northgate House in High 
Street in Dudley and found a 
quantity of illegal drugs. 

A 49-year-old Dudley man 
has since been charged with 
fraud by false representa¬ 
tion and was bailed to 
appear before Dudley magis¬ 
trates on January 7. 

A 47-year-old woman was 
arrested on suspicion of pos¬ 
sessing a class A drug. She 
has been bailed pending 
further investigations. 


POLICE LAUNCH 
WATCH ON PUBS 


A PUB watch scheme aimed at com¬ 
bating booze-fuelled crime has been 
launched by police in Dudley 

Licensees and managers of bars and pubs in the 
town centre will be on the lookout for troublemakers 
and will be in regular contact with the police. 

They will be able to warn each other about potential prob¬ 
lems caused by rowdy revellers making their way around 
the nightspots in the town. 

Licensing officer Pc Natalie Lees, from West Midlands 
Police, is encouraging door staff of licensed premises to 


connect to the police ‘radio 
link’. 

It will give them access to 
a radio system linking them 
to the borough’s CCTV 
control room and town 
centre police teams. 

A forum has also been set 
up for the licensees, who 
have signed up for the 
scheme, allowing them to 
share information and intel¬ 
ligence in a bid to stamp out 
potential trouble. 

Teams 

Thirteen licensees from 
premises within the town 
are members of Dudley Pub 
Watch. These include the 
Shrewsbury Arms, Full 
Moon, The Court House, 
Saracens Head, Little 
Barrel, The Griffin, The 
Castle, The Malt Shovel, 
The Foundry, The Fellows, 
The Grange and The Old 
Priory. 

Pc Lees said: “Whilst 
Dudley does not suffer from 
excessive numbers of alcohol 
related incidents we are 
determined to ensure that 
the numbers of crimes 
remain low, so officers are 
working closely with local 
licensees to robustly target 
any individuals causing 
trouble. 

“The message from the 
police and Pub Watch is have 
a great, safe night in Dudley, 
and police and licensees will 
work together to seek and 
arrest those few people who 
cause trouble in the town 
centre.” 


Report by 
Heather Large 


She added: “We will not 
tolerate instances of alcohol 
related disorder and by 
working closely with the 
licensees we will ensure that 
those involved in such inci¬ 
dents will not be welcomed 
at licensed premises within 
the town.” 

Meanwhile, Up to £200 is 
being offered to revellers to 
report drink-drivers to 
police this Christmas. 

Rewards are being dished 
out as part of a police crack¬ 
down in the West Midlands 
which will also see those con¬ 
victed over the festive period 
named and shamed on a 
website. 

Police hope the incentive 
will help cut the numbers 
gettingbehind the wheel after 
drinking or taking drugs. The 
money will be handed out by 
charity Crimestoppers if a tip- 
off leads to arrest and prose¬ 
cution. 

Inspector Greg Jennings, 
who is leading the force’s 
seasonal drink drive cam¬ 
paign, said: “In some cases 
they would not dream of 
drink driving, or taking 
drugs, at other times of the 
year but lose their common 
sense as Christmas draws 
near.” 

People can report a sus¬ 
pected drink or drugs driver 
anonymously on 0800 555 
111 or through 101. 



Delivering presents to Dudley Zoo’s reindeer are senior keeper Adam Walker with three-month-old son Sebastian 
and assistant curator Richard Brown with two-year-old Archie and six-month-old Seth at the Castle Hill attraction 


BABY’S first Christmas will definitely 
be remembered by the families of Seth 
Brown and Sebastian Walker. 

Six-month-old Seth and Sebastian, 
aged three months, are the sons of two 
senior keepers at Dudley Zoo and will 
be spending their first yuletide on site 
watching their dads prepare Christ¬ 
mas lunch for 1,300 animals! 

Assistant curator Richard Brown 
said: “December 25 means business as 
usual as the site’s rare and exotic 
animals, which include Sumatran 
tigers, Bornean orangutans and 
Santa's reindeer, all needed to be fed 
and watered. 

“Christmas Day is the only day of the 


year the zoo is closed to visitors and the 
only time we really get to spend alone 
with the animals, so it’s quite magical 
and both Adam and myself want to 
share that with our babies.” 

Early 

Dads and lads will also include 
Richard’s two-year-old son, Archie, 
who has promised to open his presents 
extra early on Christmas morning if he 
can accompany his father and brother 
to the zoo. 

Festive duties across the zoo’s 40- 
acre site are shared between staff, and 
those not on the rota call in with a few 
treats for their favourite charges. 


Mr Walker said: “The animals do 
become extensions of our own families. 

“We’re lucky to work with some of 
the rarest animals in the world every 
single day. 

The zoo keeper said: “It’s special to 
spend some extra time with them when 
the zoo is so quiet before we head home 
to begin the festivities and tuck into 
our own Christmas dinners.” 

He added: “I’m sure we’ve started a 
tradition and when our boys are a few 
years older we will both be bringing 
them on site with us to deliver their 
own Christmas presents to the 
animals.” 


Schools 
are back 
on top of 
the table 

SCHOOL staff across 
Dudley have been thanked 
by the council’s education 
chief for lifting the borough 
back to being the top per¬ 
former in the Black Country. 

The borough climbed 12 
places to 106 out of 152 local 
authorities, according to 
tables released by the 
Department for Education. 

It comes after the decision 
to record reading and 
writing results separately 
for the first time in headline 
statistics. 

In Dudley last year 77 per 
cent of youngsters managed 
to achieve level 4 or above in 
English and maths. This 
year, 74 per cent of pupils 
managed at least the same 
level in all three Rs of 
reading, writing and maths. 

The borough was the only 
one locally to see its writing 
marks match those its pupils 
managed in reading but 
fewer pupils managed the 
same results in maths. 

Dudley is second only to 
Sandwell in the Black 
Country for the proportion 
of pupils attending a good or 
outstanding primary school. 
The figure is 72 per cent. 

Councillor Tim Crump¬ 
ton, cabinet member for 
children, libraries and life¬ 
long learning, said: “I want 
to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone in Dudley 
who has contributed to the 
success of our schools.” 

■ Primaries praised - 
see page 5 


Bus fares to 
go up bylOp 

BUS fares in the West Mid¬ 
lands are going up lOp in the 
new year, it was confirmed 
this week. 

National Express West 
Midlands will charge £2.10 
for a single fare. 

Weekly travel cards are 
also going up as are 
Daysaver tickets, although 
family day tickets are to be 
frozen as are student passes 
and some children’s passes. 

A child’s single fare will go 
up from £1 to £1.05. Fares 
will also rise on the Midland 
Metro tram line from 
January 2. 
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Takeaway Menu available 

Free delivery (within 2.5 mile radius) 


Sun-Thurs 

4 Course 
Meal 

£ 8.95 

per person 


Friday ^ 

4 Course 
Meal 

£ 10.95 

per person 


Function Room Established over 15 years Experienced Chef of 29 years 
Come enjoy our Fine Dining 

Come for the perfect evening out. Choose from our extensive range of Khori and Haiti Dishes 


INDIAN CUISINE ^ 


Christmas Present Gift Voucher^ 

£5.00 OFF 4* people dining 
£10 OFF 8+ people dining 

Excludes Christmas Day & New Year’s Eve 

Valid until 12th Feb 2014 cTt}] 


, Merry Christmas! 
to all our customers^ 
old and new 
Thank you all for 
pur support ove 
theyears- 


31-35 Louise Street, Lower Gornal, Dudley DY3 2UA | 

^ Telephone: 01384 251222 


Tour dining in and ordering 4 main dishes ’ Only 2 vouchers per table can be used 
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AN Honorary Alderman and former 
Mayor of Dudley with a political career 
spanning more than 30 years has died. 
Tributes have been made to former 
Dudley Councillor Cyril Woodall, 83. 

Mr Woodall was mayor of the borough 
from 1990 to 1991 and was awarded the 
title of Honorary Alderman for his out¬ 
standing services to Dudley in 2006. He 
was awarded the MBE in 2007 for serv¬ 
ices to local government. 

Alderman Cyril Woodall Councillor David Sparks, leader of the 



council, said: “Cyril was a Labour stal¬ 
wart having devoted his life to his trade 
union and the party.” 

Mr Woodall was first elected to the 
council in 1973 and was one of the 
founder members of education charity 
St Thomas’ Network. He also served as 
deputy leader of the council and on the 
development control committee. 

Councillor Shaukat Ali said: “Cyril 
was a great man and very passionate 
about St Thomas’, and believed in 


working to bring about fairness and 
justice. He was a strong voice for the 
people. He will be greatly missed.” 

Current Mayor Councillor Alan 
Finch, said: “Cyril served this borough 
and its people extremely well and leaves 
a very proud history. 

Mr Woodall died on December 6. His 
funeral is at St Thomas’ Church, Dudley, 
today, Thursday, from 1.45pm. The pro¬ 
cession will drive past the Council House 
for people to pay their respects at 2.20pm. 


Cruel conman fleeced 
woman to pay debts 



Beth Robson, in the Tiger suit,and Jade Gilbride held a fancy dress horse ride for charity 

HORSE riders Jade Gilbride, 14, and her while Beth turned into a tiger for the 
friend Beth Robson, 17, decided to raise fundraising ride and their mounts, Skye and 
money for Cancer Research by trotting Norman, were decorated with tinsel to corn- 
through Sedgley in hooded onesies. plete the festive look. 

Jade decided to dress as a Christmas tree, The girls plan further fundraising rides. 


IT started with an offer to tidy her garden for 
£ 80 -a-day but soon developed into a cruel 
con trick that financially ruined a single 
mother caring for a disabled son. 

The emotionally fragile 41-year-old, whose son required 
round-the-clock care, was in danger of being fleeced for up 
to £67,000 after being targeted and exploited by shameless 


flower seller Alan Nicholson, 
ingham admitted fraud by 
false representation at 
Wolverhampton Crown 
Court. He was jailed for 20 
months. 

His victim was paying 
£800 every month to the 
seemingly respectable 
Dudley market trader out of 
£l,100-a-month benefits she 
received for her 10-year-old. 

Gambling 

He had befriended her but 
then took money from her to 
pay gambling debts - despite 
having almost £30,000 in the 
bank and a £180,000 house 
without a mortgage. 

The vulnerable victim, 
who lives in Dudley, logged 
the payments in a child’s 
exercise book under the 
heading ‘paying Alan’ after 
being bamboozled into 
believing she still owed 
£45,145 to Nicholson, 
despite having paid around 
£21,000 for light gardening 
and decorating jobs he did at 
her home - later valued at no 
more than £6,800. 

The woman was tricked in 
to believing it was the result 
of a massive tax bill she was 
liable for because she paid 
cash-in-hand for the jobs. 

She calculated that the 
‘debt’ would be paid by Feb¬ 
ruary 2016 but Nicholson 
later admitted it could have 
continued indefinitely since 
he was adding hundreds of 
pounds to the total when¬ 
ever he hit a losing streak. 
The paperwork revealed the 
woman had paid an esti¬ 
mated £21,600 by July 2011 
in an ‘arrangement’ that 
would have seen him pocket 
at least £47,000 more by 
2016. 

His victim finally revealed 
the situation to a housing 


The 51-year-old from Birm- 



Alan Nicholson - debts 


officer but when the official 
promised to have the matter 
investigated the woman was 
too frightened to co-operate. 
She was terrified of Nichol¬ 
son, who she knew as a 
‘white van man named 
Alan’. 

Her revelation was passed 
to the Adult Safeguarding 
team at Dudley Council, 
working with Dudley 
Trading Standards. An offi¬ 
cial explained: “This 

enabled the authorities to 
act quickly to protect the 
victim from further finan¬ 
cial abuse.” 

Dudley Trading Stan¬ 
dards officers supported by 
police, arrested Nicholson at 
his flower stall on July 7, 
2011. He was immediately 
banned from the market. 

He had no receipts for any 
of the alleged work he had 
done for the woman. 

Father-of-three Nichol¬ 
son, of Kingsbury Road, 
Erdington, who had no pre¬ 
vious convictions, was liked 
by many. He was said to be 
ashamed and to be planning 
to remortgage his home to 
pay his victim back. 


give pay 
rise to a 
charity 

AN MP has announced he 
will donate any pay increase 
he receives to charity. 

Ian Austin, for Dudley 
North, has become the latest 
MP to make the pledge. 

The Independent Parlia¬ 
mentary Standards Author¬ 
ity (IPSA) has announced 
proposals for an 11 per cent 
rise. It would lift to lift 
salaries by £7,600 to £74,000 
from 2015. 

But Mr Austin has spoken 
out against the proposals 
and has said he will give the 
extra cash to organisations 
in Dudley if the wage rise 
does go ahead. 

Bonkers 

“I think this increase is 
completely bonkers and I 
won’t be accepting it,” he 
said 

“I’m from Dudley and 
being the town’s MP is a 
huge privilege. 

“It’s a well-paid job but I 
earned more before I was an 
MP so I’m not in it for the 
money. Times are tough for 
people in Dudley. 

“When so many local fam¬ 
ilies are struggling with the 
cost of living and others are 
subject to pay restraint, I’ll 
use it to increase my support 
for good causes and organi¬ 
sations in Dudley.” 

Quarry plan 
sound shields 
for residents 

WORK on earth mounds to 
shield homes from noise 
from a quarry will be 
brought forward. 

Construction of the bunds 
were due to take place in two 
stages - one in 2014 and the 
other in 2015. But bosses at 
Ketley Quarry in Kingswin- 
ford have now decided to 
build both next year. They 
are earmarked for sites near 
properties in Oregon Close. 

It was feared that some 
residents could have been 
disturbed twice by the work 
at different times. A plan¬ 
ning application was sub¬ 
mitted so that the bunds 
could be constructed in 25 
days, weather permitting, 
after drainage was installed. 

Some residents objected 
to the scheme being brought 
forward, saying they would 
be disturbed earlier. 

Chairman of the develop¬ 
ment control committee 
Councillor Qadar Zada said: 
“It’s unfortunate that the 
residents live next to a 
quarry but the quarry has 
been there a long time.” 



REGISTER 


f I ^ Dudley Ltd 

flames 

The Fireplace Warehouse 


Unit 6A, Thornleigh Trading Estate, Farthings Lane, 
Dudley, West Midlands, DY2 8UB. 
Telephone: 01384 235 497 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


CAR BOOT SALES 

BUYERS FREE 
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ticket 

getthatfrCdeiyfeeting'! 


STUART OJELAY 



Follow 
Stuart’s 
guide to the 
clubs each 
week in 
The Ticket 
































































www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


DUDLEY CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19 2013 Page 3 

NEWS 


Public are 
now asked 
to keep a 
cab watch 

REVIEWS of taxi drivers 
and firms could be published 
online under plans being 
considered by council 
bosses. 

Proposals to set up a cus¬ 
tomer feedback scheme in 
Dudley have been drawn up. 

It would allow people to 
score the service they 
received and also answer 
questions on whether the 
driver was licensed by the 
council and had the correct 
signs. 

Phone 

They would also be to say 
whether they used a mobile 
phone while driving or used 
a taxi meter and whether 
the fare quoted was the 
same as the one charged at 
the end of the journey. 

The proposals have been 
put forward by chairman of 
the taxi committee Council¬ 
lor Richard Body. They were 
being considered by 
members yesterday. 

A report, which will go 
before councillors, says: 
“The feedback scheme will 
put the emphasis on compli¬ 
ance of good driver practice. 

“ It is suggested that any 
driver receiving poor cus¬ 
tomer reviews will alert the 
taxi base owner that a driver 
may not be achieving high 
standards of professional¬ 
ism which in turn may affect 
the owner’s business. 

“This may lead to a higher 
level of self-policing of poor 
drivers.” 

■ Taxi colour U-turn - see 
page 18 


Politician in 
cycle accident 

A BLACK Country MP was 
knocked unconscious and 
taken to hospital after 
coming off his bike. 

Ian Austin, who is co- 
chairman of the All-Party 
Parliamentary Cycling 
Group, was on his bicycle in 
Broad Street, Kingswinford, 
when the accident hap¬ 
pened. The 48-year-old MP 
for Dudley North has no 
memory of the incident but 
wants to thank medical staff 
and the woman who called 
an ambulance. 

He spent about eight 
hours in the accident and 
emergency department at 
Russells Hall Hospital. The 
father-of-three said: “The 
nurse asked me if I knew 
what day or year it was and I 
couldn’t answer properly. 
Then she asked what I do for 
a living. When I said I was an 
MP, I think they thought I 
really was in trouble.” 


Archie's festive design wins 

FOUR-YEAR-OLD Archie Johnson was 
the prize-winning pupil from a Nether- 
ton school who came up with the design 
chosen for the Dudley Chronicle official 
Christmas card. 

Pupils at Northfield Road Primary 
School were invited to submit festive 
designs for the card, giving the panel of 
judges a tough job of picking a favourite. 

Little Archie’s design showing Father 
Christmas came tops and the newspa¬ 
per’s advertising sales manager Pete 
Hazel presented the young winner with a 
framed copy of his Christmas card. A gift 
of £50 was alsogiven to the school. 

The card will be sent to The Chroni¬ 
cle’s many regular advertising cus¬ 
tomers . Archie Johnson receives his framed Christmas card from advertising sales manager Pete Hazel 



Toolmaker to open 
second factory as 
40 jobs are created 

A TOOLMAKING and injection moulding 
company is to open its second factory in Brier- 
ley Hill next year with the expansion expected 
to create 40 new jobs by the end of 2016. 

Peartree Lane-based business Petford Tools, 
which designs and manufacturers tools for 
some of the biggest names in the automotive 
sector, has purchased a new 3,000 square 
metre premises in Brier ley Hill. 

The business was founded in 1970 by chair¬ 
man Mick Parr, who originally operated from a 
single unit in Brierley Hill. 

Today the business employs 140 staff and 
has become one of the country’s leading inde¬ 
pendent toolmakers and injection moulders. 

Managing director Mel Sinar said the new 
site would help it meet an increase in orders. 


Bottle bombmaker is 
jailed for three years 


New bishop is the youngest 



The new Bishop of Dudley, the 
founder Wendy Fryatt and Jen 

DUDLEY’S new bishop will be 43- 
year-old father of two, The Rev Canon 
Graham Usher, who becomes the 
youngest bishop in the country. 

He succeeds the 56-year-old Rt Rev 
David Walker, who moved from Dudley 
to become Bishop of Manchester in 
October. 

Mr Usher was welcomed to the Black 
Country last week by clergy, civic dig¬ 
nitaries and children at Jessons 
Church of England Primary School in 
Dudley. 

He also visited the borough’s Food 


Reverend Canon Graham Usher, hands over a food donation to 
Coleman during a visit to the Halesowen Food Bank at Little Cornbow 


Bank in Halesowen during a tour of the 
area. 

Mr Usher, who is married to Rachel, 
a GR will be ordained as bishop at St 
Paul’s Cathedral on March 25 before 


John Inge, described him as ‘an excep¬ 
tionally able priest’. 

Mr Usher said: “I am honoured, 
delighted and not a little daunted to 
have been asked to become the Bishop 


beginning his ministry with the of Dudley. I am greatly looking forward 


Diocese of Worcester after Easter. 

His children are Chad, 13, and 
Olivia, 11, and he enjoys hill walking, 
drawing and writing. 

He was ordained in 1996 and is cur¬ 
rently rector and lecturer at Hexham 
Abbey, in the Diocese of Newcastle. 

Bishop of Worcester, the Rt Rev Dr 


to getting to know the people and 
places of the Black Country and the 
wider Diocese of Worcester. ” There will 
be a service of welcome for him at St 
Thomas’s Church, Dudley at on May 3 
and he will be installed as an Honorary 
Canon of Worcester in Worcester 
Cathedral on May 4. 


A BOMBMAKER from Dudley who made 
crude explosives using fireworks and gun¬ 
powder has been jailed for more than three 
years. 

Police found a vodka bottle containing black powder, 
tissue paper and a fuse when they searched Liam Hedley’s 
flat in Wolverhampton The one-litre bottle, which also had 
three fireworks strapped to it using cable ties, was found in 
a rucksack at the foot of a bed, the court heard. 


Officers also discovered a 
second device by a televi¬ 
sion, a glass jar with a fuse 
and containing a ‘low explo¬ 
sive composition’ and a com¬ 
pound similar to one found 
in commercial fireworks. 

Reckless 

Screws, ball bearings and 
latex gloves were also found 
in the bedsit, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court was told 
last week. 

Ms Sati Ruck, prosecut¬ 
ing, said tests showed both 
devices were capable of 
exploding and causing 
injury. 

Mr Malcolm Fowler, 
defending, said his client 
had ‘a reckless curiosity’ but 
Tittle awareness of the 
potential for harm’. 

Hedley, 28, was arrested 
August 29 over an unrelated 
matter that did not lead to 
criminal proceedings. 

But while being ques¬ 
tioned concerns were raised, 
triggering the police search 
at his home. 

Hedley pleaded guilty at 
an earlier hearing to two 
charges of having an illegal 
explosive substance. 

The first related to gun¬ 
powder and the other to a 
low quantity explosive com¬ 
position. 

His pleas were made on 
the basis that he made both 



Liam Hedley - bottle bomb 

devices but did not know 
what he was going to do with 
them, which was accepted 
by the prosecution. 

Sentencing Hedley, Judge 
John Warner said: 
“However one looks at what 
you did, it remains the fact 
that you have made, for 
whatever reason, and kept 
dangerous items - the exis¬ 
tence of which in themselves 
creates a potential hazard to 
others.” 

Hedley was sentenced to 
three years for each of the 
charges, to run concur¬ 
rently, plus two months for 
breaching a suspended sen¬ 
tence. 



Terror suspect is 
kept in custody 

AN unemployed man has 
been remanded in custody 
after appearing in court 
charged with possessing a 
terrorist publication. 

Usman Hussain Choud- 
hary, aged 33, from Terry 
Road, Dudley, was 
arrested on Thursday by 
officers from the West 
Midlands Counter Terror¬ 
ism Unit. 

He faces two charges 
relating to the distribution 
of a terrorist publication. 
He was remanded in 
custody to appear at 
London’s Old Bailey on 
December 20. 

Town bus lane is 
to be open to all 

A MAIN route through 
Dudley town centre will be 
opened up to all traffic for 
the first time in 12 years as 
part of regeneration plans. 

The proposal to open 
King Street to through 
traffic will cost up to 
£500,000 - but council 
bosses say it will help both 
motorists and businesses 
along the road outside the 
Churchill shopping 

precinct. 

At the moment only 
buses and taxis can use the 
route. 

Fizzog take comic 
look at the movies 

POPULAR Black Country 
comedy trio Fizzog - Deb 
Nicholls, Sue Hawkins, 
and Jacky Fellows, from 
Stourbridge, Wordsley and 
Wombourne respectively - 
have donned wacky outfits 
for their own calendar 
based on famous movies - 
and stripped off for a 
couple of risque poses. 

In American Beauties, 
their modesty is protected 
merely by cabbage leaves, 
rather than rose petals 
like in scenes from Oscar- 
winner American Beauty. 

Market closes on 
four festive days 

DUDLEY Market is open 
Monday to Saturday from 
8 am to 4pm throughout 
the festive period but will 
be closed on Christmas 
Day, Boxing Day, Decem¬ 
ber 27 and New Year’s Day. 

The market will close 
earlier than normal on 
December 24 and Decem¬ 
ber 31. 

Fresh start at flat 

VULNERABLE young 
people will get the chance 
to make a fresh start 
thanks to a makeover for a 
two-bedroomed flat. A 
team from insurance 
brokers Hettle Andrews 
gave their time to decorate 
a flat in Wollaston for the 
Living Springs charity. 



Honouring our Fallen Heroes with our pledge not to forget their families 


Furniture and House Clearances 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE FOR THEIR KIND DONATIONS 

0121 525 0973 

www.forcessupport.org.uk 

34-36 Carters Green, West Bromwich, B70 9LW 

Also Selling second hand furniture, electrical goods, bric-a-brac, toys 

Suites from £25 Bedroom furniture from £10 White goods from £15 


MAREA CHARITY PROVIDING PRACTICAL SUPPORT FOR THE FAMILIES OF SERVICE PERSONNEL LOST TO MR 


Open times: Mon-Sat 9-5 pm Sunday: 10-2 pm ki Follow us on Facebook 

Forces support charity. Watch our family project dail 



RUGS*VINYLS*KARNDEAN FLOORING*LAMINATE 
FLOORING-REAL WOOD FLOORING 


Come along and see our huge 
new range of carpet 


Closed 24th to 27th December re-opens 28th 





88/90 Dudley Rd. Sedgley 
Tel: 01902 883281 

A FAMILY OWNED AND RUN BUSINESS 
FOR OVER 30 YEARS AND COUNTING 


| u n™™l uuu | 

r~ CHOICE WINDOWS -i 


W HYPAYMORE for 
YOUR REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS? 


We are a small family business established 
since 1990. With NO showrooms, 
salesmen or other costly overheads. 

We can offer very competitive prices on 

• uPVC replacement windows • Doors 

• Porches • Patio s and Conservatories 


ONE WINDOW ORDERS WELCOME 

• High Security Locking • Internal Glazing 
• No Deposit • 10 Year Guarantee 



•W 
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CALL PHIL 0N[ 
01384 352535 
07973 1 1 4553 
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SCIENTISTS in China are reported to be developing tech¬ 
nology that can make objects seemingly disappear. I can't 
see that working, can you? 

nnnnnnnn 

FROM this week's report on plump schoolchildren, we 
learn that a trustee of the National Obesity Forum is a Mr 
Fry. 

nnnnnnnn 

THE official version of the Mandela story, parroted 
unquestioningly by the Western media, is that he was 
adored by all his people and that he created a free and equal 
South Africa committed to democracy. So why were there 
tens of thousands of empty seats at the FNB football 
stadium on Tuesday? And why did the crowd stand and 
cheerthat bloody-handed old land-grabber and vote-rigger, 
Robert Mugabe? You might easily form the opinion that now 
the national father-figure with his message of forgiveness 
and reconciliation has passed on, some South Africans are 
itching to try Comrade Mugabe’s policy of simply grabbing 
the white man’s riches. 

nnnnnnnn 

I THOUGHT at the time that the chap doing the deaf 
sign language at the Mandela memorial ceremony 
looked a bit worried. Now we learn that Thamsanqa 
Jantjie's “signing” was gibberish. It makes me wonder 
how much of the signing we see on British telly is 100 per 
cent accurate. They do seem to cram an awful lot of 
words into one or two hand gestures. You know the sort 
of thing. The newsreader says: “Prime Minister David 
Cameron and Foreign Secretary William Hague today 
returned from a five day conference on science and 
technology in Uzbekistan” and in the corner of your 
screen, the signer puts up three fingers, touches his 
nose and tweaks his ear. So which bit of that was 
“Uzbekistan”? 

nnnnnnnn 

IF I enter a mosque I remove my shoes. If I go into a syn¬ 
agogue I cover my head with a kippa. When you enter the 
premises of another faith or culture, it is common courtesy 
to respect their ways. And when extremist religious speak¬ 
ers enter British universities they should accept the customs 
of their hosts. But Universities UK seriously suggests that 
audiences might be segregated, with men and women 
sitting apart, if a fundamentalist speaker requested it. UUK 
which bills itself as “the definitive voice for universities in the 
UK,” should be ashamed of itself. Apartheid was demol¬ 
ished in South Africa and segregation was defeated in the 
States. The idea of reintroducing something similar in British 
universities to placate some sexually-confused throwbacks 
who'd be happier living in the 7th century is revolting. 

nnnnnnnn 

SO HOW do you deal with an organisation which 
attempts to sexually segregate an audience on religious 
grounds? I'm with the emailer who suggests men should 
whisper earnestly to the stewards: “My religion says I 
must sit with females.” 

nnnnnnnn 

CHRISTMAS is usually a great time for animal charities to 
produce photos of their most adorable creatures and rattle 
the collecting tin. But how on earth can any dog, cat or 
donkey sanctuary compete against 100 baby seals washed 
up in last week's tidal surge and now being cared for at the 
RSPCA's East Winch Wildlife Centre? These pups are the 
ooky-snookummy sweetest little things you have ever seen, 
a heart-tugging cross between Bambi and the Little 
Mermaid, all wide-eyed, shiny-nosed, mewling for bottled 
milk and trying to suckle the TV camera lens. That's where 
the Xmas charity cheques will go. Signed, sealed and deliv¬ 
ered. 

nnnnnnnn 

ONE woman plucked pure, heavenly magic from a 
Celtic harp. Another seemed to be trying to extract a 
tune from an oven-ready turkey, which turned out to be 
a primitive bagpipe. I am just back from a thoroughly 
uplifting evening of medieval music with Joglaresa, a 
five-piece band performing the sort of music our fami¬ 
lies enjoyed 20 generations ago. It was the perfect start 
to yuletide. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Motorist jailed after police find cocaine 


A DRUG addict who was found with 
cocaine with a street value of more 
than £4,000 after police pulled him 
over for speeding has been jailed for 
three years. 

Adam Wrench was driving on 
High Street in Kingswinford on May 
15 when he was stopped by police 
after overtaking vehicles at speed. 

Wrench admitted he was driving 
the Peugeot 407 without the owner’s 


permission and that he did not have 
a driving licence. 

Mr Mark Rees, prosecuting, told 
Wolverhampton Crown Court that 
the 29-year-old was taken to Brier- 
ley Hill police station where a search 
uncovered 3g of cocaine hidden in 
his pocket and 42.6g of the drug in 
his trouser leg. 

When his home in Enville Road, 
Wall Heath, was searched later that 


night police found a further 12.4g of 
cocaine, as well as 43.4g of benzo- 
caine, an anaesthetic powder often 
used to dilute cocaine. 

Officers also found a stun gun, a 
small amount of cannabis and an 
envelope containing £1,685. 

Mr Rees said: “The street value of 
the drugs seized was just over 
£4,000.” 

Mr Jonathan Barker, defending, 


said Wrench started using cocaine 
“four or five years ago.” 

Wrench pleaded guilty to two 
counts of possession of a Class A 
drug with intent to supply, one count 
of possession of a prohibited 
weapon, one count of possession of a 
Class B drug and using a car without 
a licence or third party insurance. 

He was sentenced to three years 
in prison. 


Heart attack tragedy 
ended dream holiday 


Hospice opens 17th shop 




Maidensbridge Primary School pupils Oliver Coote, Mair Lees, Daniel Coote, Jade 
Charlton and Sam Pearman with Councillor Pete Lowe, managers Abi Worsey, Paul 
Robinson and Helen Hobbs and hospice chief executive Stevan Jackson at the opening 


THE ribbon has been cut to open the latest 
shop raising vital funds for Stourbridge’s 
Mary Stevens Hospice. 

The store in Albion Parade, Wall Heath, 
was opened by youngsters from Maidens¬ 
bridge Primary School. It brings the total 
number of shops run by the charity to 17. 

Money generated by the stores helps the 
hospice with its work caring for people with 
conditions including cancer, multiple sclero¬ 
sis and Parkinson’s disease. 

The hospice, in Hagley Road, needs 


around £2 million a year to fund care. Man¬ 
aging director of Mary Stevens Hospice 
Trading Ltd Simon Henwood said: “The 
trading company has gone from strength to 
strength with the expansion of its activities 
in both recycling and the very popular coffee 
shop in Stourbridge. 

“As the need for services continues to 
grow, we try to keep pace to help ensure the 
doors stay open, but without the support of 
our community, who continue to be bril¬ 
liant, this just wouldn’t be the case.” 


IT WAS to be their dream holiday to celebrate 
retirement in the Maldives. But the luxury trip 
turned to tragedy. 

A coroner heard that Elizabeth Bastable had been 
snorkelling on the last day of her trip when she heard com¬ 
motion from the shore and looked round to see a man being 
pulled from the water. She spotted the man’s vest and 


instantly realised it was her 
partner Paul. 

The 63-year-old retired 
sales manager had collapsed 
while wading out in waist- 
high water to fetch an 
underwater camera from his 
wife. Despite emergency 
treatment on the beach, Mr 
Bastable, of Sandringham 
Way, Brier ley Hill, was pro¬ 
nounced dead 40 minutes 
later, at 4.40pm on March 
24. 

Inquest 

At an inquest at Dudley 
Coroners’ Court last week, 
his wife Elizabeth, a retired 
administrator, said: “It is 
very, very hard. I have got 
grandchildren, they are all a 
big support to me.” 

Mr Bastable’s son 
Richard, a police officer, 
described what happened. 

He said: “They had been 
on holiday. It was the 
Sunday - they had been due 
to fly back on the Monday. 

“They stayed in a water 
bungalow on a reef. Mother 
had gone out snorkelling 
with an underwater camera. 
Dad had elected to stay at 
the bungalow and when 
mother left he was on a sun 
lounger relaxing. 

“Mother had been out 
snorkelling but she has 
become aware of a commo¬ 
tion on the beach, in the 
shallow water.” 

She saw a man being 
pulled from the water and 
recognised the man’s vest as 
her husband’s. 

Mrs Bastable said: “He 
was coming out to me to 
have the camera off me.” 

It was initially thought he 
died because of drowning, 
but during examination, 
pathologist Dr Sixto Bati- 



Tragedy - Paul Bastable 


tang found his arteries were 
severely clogged up due to a 
condition called atheroscle¬ 
rosis. He also had a history 
of high blood pressure. 

Black Country Coroner 
Robin Balmain said: “I don’t 
believe your dad drowned. If 
he had fallen or tripped he 
would have got back up.” 

He said he had ‘sufficient 
evidence’ from Dr Bati- 
tang’s pathology report to 
conclude Mr Bastable had 
suffered a heart attack. 

Richard Bastable said: 
“From our discussions as a 
family, it was the assump¬ 
tion we made - a potential 
heart attack.” 

He said his father was a 
little overweight and had 
suffered from stress at work 
and had received treatment 
for high blood pressure. 

He retired in September 
last year. 

After the hearing Richard 
Bastable said: “We are very 
close and this has hurt 
everyone. ” 

Mr Balmain concluded Mr 
Bastable died from natural 
causes. 


Parking 
plan hits 
funding 
problem 

PLANS to create extra 
parking spaces in an effort to 
stop drivers leaving their 
cars on a narrow road have 
hit the skids after a vital 
funding bid was rejected. 

Shoppers using the 
Arcade in Upper Gornal reg¬ 
ularly park their cars along 
Pale Street, behind the 
Tesco supermarket, making 
it difficult for vehicles to 
pass at busy times. 

Residents living along the 
road have also complained 
they struggle to get off their 
own driveways due to the 
number of cars parked. 

Grass 

Plans to create new 
parking spaces off the car¬ 
riageway by cutting into a 
small grass bank to the rear 
of the supermarket had been 
submitted. 

But councillors behind 
the scheme said they would 
have to ‘go back to the 
drawing board’ after a 
funding bid for the work 
failed. 

Upper Gornal and Wood- 
setton councillor Kieran 
Casey said he had been left 
disappointed by the deci¬ 
sion. 

“The funding bid was con¬ 
sidered by the area housing 
panel and was rejected on 
the grounds it was not 
believed the scheme would 
be of significant benefit to 
residents,” he explained. 

But he said he and other 
ward representatives were 
not going to give up on the 
scheme and were now 
looking at alternative ways 
of securing the funding. 

“We are talking with offi¬ 
cers and seeing where we 
can go from here,” he added. 

Boost for 
charities 

STAFF at the Tipton and 
Coseley Building Society 
handed cheques totalling 
£5,600 to two charities. 

The Tipton’s annual 
charity golf day raised 
£3,100, and the society’s 
charitable foundation also 
donated £2,500. Beacon 
Centre for the Blind in 
Sedgley and Compton 
Hospice in Wolverhampton 
each received £2,800. 

Lee Judson, general 
manager sales and market¬ 
ing at The Tipton, said: “We 
have supported Beacon and 
Compton for so many years 
and we will continue to do so 
to enable them to continue 
with their valuable work.” 



BiiDTDDI! 


Doimworiw 


WelveiGbtliuCovered! 


* All phone screens repaired 

Fast and efficient service 
Same day service 
In-store repair centre 

★ Free screen protector with 
every screen replacement 


WejIs&Byyl Sell new and used mobile phones and unlock 


most makes & models. Free SIM cards available 


& Repair Centre \ \ \ \ \ \ 1 

doe, Tipton DY4 7AY Tel: 07825 414759 


BATH ROOM 


MAGIC 


Christmas Opening Hours: 

Closed 21st to 27th December 

Open 28th December 11.00am to 4.00pm 

Closed 29th December 

Open 30th December 11.00am to 4.00pm 

Closed 31st Dec & 1st January 

Open Normal Hours 2nd January 


UNIT 35, ENTERPRISE TRADING ESTATE, HURST LANE, BRIERLEY HILL DY5 1TX 

I |g| TEL" 01384 79300 X Find us on 

www.bathroommagicltd.co.uk I - Facebrook 

Opening times: Monday-Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday: 10 am - 4 pm. Sunday: Closed 
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Man grew 
own drugs 
to use as 
medicine 

A MAN caught growing 35 
cannabis plants for his own 
medicinal use has been 
spared an immediate jail 
term. 

Sylvester Dennis, who 
had suffered a stroke and 
had heart problems, could 
not afford to buy cannabis so 
decided to grow his own, 
Wolverhampton Crown 
Court heard. 

Mr Robert Edwards, pros¬ 
ecuting, said that police 
attended the Hallchurch 
Road home of Dennis in 
Netherton at 8.10am on 
September 19 where he was 
asked whether there was an 
cannabis in the property, 
and indicated the rear 
bedroom. 

Police discovered two 
tents in the room, the 
smaller tent contained 19 
cannabis plants, whilst the 
larger tent had 16 more sub¬ 
stantial plants. 

The 53-year-old had 
pleaded guilty to producing 
cannabis. Judge Martin 
Walsh told the court that he 
would sentence him on the 
basis that the drug was for 
his own use. 

Dennis was sentenced to 
26 weeks in prison sus¬ 
pended for 18 months, and 
he was ordered to pay an £80 
victim surcharge. 

Society plan 
to help first 
time buyers 

THE Tipton and Coseley 
Building Society has 
launched a new range of 95 
per cent mortgages to help 
local house hunters buy 
their first home. 

The launch of the two and 
three-year products means 
local first time buyers need 
to raise a deposit of just over 
£5,500 based on the average 
price of a home in the West 
Midlands. 

Applications are 

restricted to properties in B, 
DY, WS and WV postcode 
areas and are available to 
customers who come 
directly into the society’s 
branches in Sedgley, Coseley, 
Tipton and Bilston. 

Richard Newton, the 
society’s chief executive, 
said: “We are committed to 
helping local people buy 
their own home and under¬ 
stand that first time buyers 
in particular may need addi¬ 
tional support.” 

The two and three-year 
variable discounted prod¬ 
ucts offer rates of 4.49 per 
cent, including a 0.5 per cent 
discount until December 31, 
2015 and 2016 respectively. 


Ticket fraudster used internet to con music fans 



Matthew Thompson 


THEY were promised tickets to see some of the 
biggest live acts in the world - including Rihanna 
and Take That - but fans were left disappointed 
and out of pocket when sold tickets that didn’t 
exist by Dudley conman Matthew Thompson. 

They fell victim to a ruse set up by Thompson 
who used websites such as Ebay and Gumtree to 
sell fake tickets to events. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard that 
Thompson disguised his identity with pseudonyms 
and used photographs of tickets taken off the 
internet to convince people he was genuine. 

Mr Timothy Harrington, prosecuting, said that 
between October 2010 and July 2011 Thompson 
conned seven people out of nearly £3,000 in total. 
The first victim had spotted tickets to a Take That 


show at Wembley Arena on the auction website 
Ebay in September 2010. Thompson was selling 
two tickets for £330. Mr Harrington said: “He 
invented a story as to why the tickets were going 
spare, and had given her his phone number.” 

In December Thompson pretended to be a seller 
called Ben Adams who was selling VIP tickets to 
the same Take That show. He used email addresses 
that matched his pseudonym and the victim trans¬ 
ferred £825 for tickets which she believed would be 
put in the post. They never arrived. 

In the same month Thompson sold further 
tickets for more than £200. When he questioned 
why they had not turned up, Thompson started to 
send him ‘unpleasant’ text messages, the court 
was told. Between October 2010 and July 2011 he 


sold fake tickets to other eager fans. He was caught 
after a police raid on his home in October 2011 
where officers discovered ledgers which had 
details of his pseudonyms. 

Thompson had pleaded guilty to seven counts of 
fraud by false representation at an earlier hearing. 
Some customers received a partial refund but due 
to his lack of assets Thompson was only ordered to 
pay back £1 under the Proceeds of Crime Act. 

Mr Gurdeep Garcha, defending, said the 33- 
year-old from Tudor Vale, Upper Gornal, had no 
previous convictions and was sorry. 

Judge John Warner jailed Thompson for 20 
weeks, suspended for two years, and ordered him 
to complete 200 hours of unpaid work, subjecting 
him to a curfew for 16 weeks. 


Primaries are praised but 
other schools can do better 


MOST pupils in Dudley attend a good or out¬ 
standing primary school - but children at sec¬ 
ondary schools are not faring as well, a new 
report revealed today. 

Seventy-two per cent of pupils in Dudley go to a good or 


outstanding primary school, 
compared to 60 per cent in 
Walsall, 56 per cent in 
Wolverhampton and 71 per 
cent in Staffordshire. 

Sandwell has the highest 
figure in the area at 82 per 
cent. 

But the figures revealed in 
education watchdog 

Ofsted’s annual report 
highlight differences when 
pupils move to secondary 
school. Only 55 per cent of 
pupils in Dudley attend good 
or outstanding secondary 
schools. 

Born 

While it’s 68 per cent in 
Staffordshire, 72 per cent in 
Wolverhampton, 74 per cent 
in Sandwell and 78 per cent 
in Walsall. The figures were 
revealed as Ofsted warned 
that the story of England’s 
education system is ‘a tale of 
two nations’. 

Children from similar 
backgrounds and of similar 
abilities can end up with dif¬ 
ferent prospects just 
because of where they were 
born and the quality of the 
school they attended, 
according to the watchdog’s 
annual report. 

The report suggested that 
there is still a ‘patchwork of 
provision’, with some areas 
performing much better 
than others. 


B by Heather Large 

“There are disadvantaged 
areas that provide an excel¬ 
lent education and affluent 
regions that could do much 
better”, the report says. 

Overall, the performance 
of the nation’s primary 
schools has improved, 
Ofsted found. 

Chief inspector Sir 
Michael Wilshaw said: 
“Children from similar 
backgrounds with similar 
abilities, but who happen to 
be born in different regions 
and attend different schools 
and colleges, can end up with 
widely different prospects 
because of the variable 
quality of their education.” 

The Annual Report 
2012/13 for the West Mid¬ 
lands as a whole finds sec¬ 
ondary school children are 
served well in the region. 

It has the lowest propor¬ 
tion of inadequate second¬ 
ary schools. The proportion 
of good or better primary 
schools has also increased. 

Dudley’s education boss 
Councillor Tim Crumpton 
said: “Our intention is to 
ensure that, within the next 
two years, every school in 
the borough achieves at 
least a ‘good’ grading. We are 
working to help them 
achieve this.” 


Scheme to transform town centre 

DETAILED designs for a long-awaited multi-million pound 
revamp of Dudley town centre, transforming the market 
place, have been lodged. 

Council leaders hope the £6.7 million project, due to start 
next month, will boost the area from the junction with High 
Street along Castle Street to the top of Castle Hill. There 
will be 74 stalls created in the new-look market square. 


Santas on bikes for charity 



Get in gear for Christmas - members of Stourbug cycling club take part in their annual Santa ride for The Samaritans 


SCORES of Santas and elves were 
on the move - but there was not a 
reindeer or sleigh in sight. 

Father Christmas and his helpers 
decided to get on their bikes to raise 
cash for charity The Samaritans. 

Around 60 enthusiasts, belonging to 
a group called Stourbug, donned 
festive gear for the mass cycle ride 
from Mary Stevens Park in Heath 
Lane, Stourbridge. Some even deco¬ 
rated their bikes with tinsel for the 
festive occasion. 


They split into groups based on 
ability and headed for The Island Pool 
pub in Cookley by a variety of different 
routes and sat down for lunch. 

The riders had worked up an 
appetite by covering between 20 and 15 
miles depending on which route they 
had joined. 

Collection 

Then they all rode the five miles 
back to the park where it had started 
from. 

Each rider paid a £2 subscription to 


take part and took collection tins with 
them to raise funds for their chosen 
charity, the Samaritans. 

BT phone engineer Andy Glazzard, 
ag;ed 52, reckons he has ridden 15,000 
miles since joining the group three 
years ago and has shed 3st in the 
process. 

“We try to put something back into 
the community at the same time as we 
are enjoying ourselves,” he said. 

“For instance we had 350 cyclists 
join us on a ride earlier this year that 
raised £4,000 for Diabetes UK.” 


NEWS 

in brief 


Pharmacy to help 
with prescriptions 

PLANS have been 
approved for a pharmacy 
for outpatient prescrip¬ 
tions to be built just 
outside Russells Hall Hos¬ 
pital. 

Bosses say the new 
£227,000 pharmacy will 
help to reduce the wait for 
patients to receive medi¬ 
cines. 

Staff will also have more 
time to help patients 
understand prescriptions, 
as well as offer counselling 
services and there will be a 
service to deliver specialist 
medicines direct to homes. 

Planning permission for 
the pharmacy, which is 
expected to be open from 
on a daily basis from 9am 
to 7pm, has been granted 
by Dudley Council. 

Retail firms show 
interest in store 

A LARGE store left empty 
in Dudley by the closure of 
a food supermarket has 
attracted interest from 
independent and national 
retail companies. 

The Co-op Food store in 
Fisher Street closed on 
November 16. Nearly 30 
workers at the store lost 
their jobs due to a decision 
to close because of ‘poor 
trading performance’. The 
shop, which is connected 
to Farmfoods, has received 
interest. Ben Taylor, from 
marketing firm Innes 
England, said: “We have 
had a couple of enquiries 
from independent and 
national companies that 
are looking to locate in the 
town.” 

Waste firm sees 
permit revoked 

A WASTE firm which had 
been ordered to clear a 
towering pile of rubbish 
will no longer be able to 
operate the site after its 
environment permit was 
revoked. 

Refuse Derived Fuel 
Ltd, in Brierley Hill, has 
already been banned from 
receiving more waste as it 
works to clear the backlog. 

But now the Environ¬ 
ment Agency has removed 
the company’s authorisa¬ 
tion to operate the site and 
served the firm a notice, 
which says all remaining 
waste must be moved from 
the site by February 17. 

Summer flights 
to Cornish resort 

BUDGET airline Flybe is 
launching a new daily 
service between Birming¬ 
ham and Newquay in 
Cornwall as part of its 
summer 2014 schedule. 
Flights are available to 
book now at 

www.flybe.com for flights 
from May 16 to September 
9 next year. 




OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 




Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01334 345400 
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MOST bizarre story of the last 
week comes courtesy of Birm¬ 
ingham City Council, which will in 
future be requiring buskers to go 
through an audition process 
before they are allowed to ply 
their trade outside Snow Hill 
station. 

I can see where the good 
burghers of Brum are coming 
from. I once worked in an office 
where the summer months 
meant a daily choice between sti¬ 
fling humidity, or opening a 
window directly above the 
wailing banshee on the street 
below. Usually we opted for sti¬ 
fling humidity, airfresheners were 
cheaper than earplugs. 

But since when did local gov¬ 
ernment become a leading 
authority on musical talent? You 
can imagine them now, all sat 
around the committee room 
table, sucking on their specta¬ 
cles. 

“Councillor Benson, you've 
got the high-waisted trousers, 
you can be Simon Cowell. Mr 
Jackson, you've done a few 
shifts on hospital radio, you're 
Louis Walsh. 

“Oh, and Betty. You're good 
with the tea and biscuits, and 
your old man’s a driving instruc¬ 
tor, isn’t he? Do you fancy being 
that bird with the funny name? 

“Great, all sorted. So tell us Mr 
Millichip, why are you here?” 
□□□□□□ 

HEARTWARMING tale about 
the 97-year-old Sid Ratcliffe, who 
married 90-year-old Iris Law at 
Wolverhampton Register Office 
last week. 

There are probably cynics 
around who will say that the age 
gap is too big, and that Sid was 
looking for a young trophy wife. 
But wisely, the couple have been 
courting since 2001, so they 
haven’t rushed into it. 

You know they must have 
something special when they can 
bring a smile to the face of even a 
curmudgeonly old cynic like 
myself. Can’t wait for the golden 
wedding. 

nnnnnn 

THE report about the maggots 
at the doctor’s surgery in Notting¬ 
ham is horrifying, but equally I do 
think we place far too much 
emphasis on the fabric of build¬ 
ings when it comes to the NHS. 

Years ago, when I went to my 
GP, it would be in a small, slightly 
shabby surgery, where you could 
get an appointment in the 
evening, and you stood a good 
chance of seeing the same 
doctor every time you went. 

Then along came a spot of the 
fabled ‘investment’, and the old 
surgery made way for a shiny 
new mini-clinic with a spacious 
waiting room, baby-changing 
facilities, specialist treatment 
rooms and around 20 staff. Last 
time I tried to make an appoint¬ 
ment I was told it would have to 
be the following week - and I had 
no idea who I would see. I think I 
preferred things the way they 
were. 

Follow me on Twitter MAn- 
drews Star 



Father Christmas greets Oliver Marple 
at the Birches Valley grotto in Rugeley 



Santa, Lisa Walker and daughter Tah- 
liya, aged two, in the Merry Hill grotto 


Betty Green, aged six, meets Santa 
in his grotto at Sandwell Park Farm 


Harry, three and Abigail, nine, Cyster 
meet Santa at the Victorian Arcade 


It's a lotta grotto fun as 
children enjoy Santa visit 



Santa in the grotto at Dudley Zoo and Castle with Lightwoods Primary pupils 



At the Mander Centre grotto are Shayla-Mai Bratt, aged two, and dad John 


NOTHING says Christmas 
quite like a trip to Santa’s 
grotto. Excited youngsters 
flock to see Father Christmas 
and tell him exactly what they 
want on the big day. 

Increasing numbers of attractions 
across now offer their own Santa’s 
grottos. 

Some, like at Staffordshire’s Shugbor- 
ough Hall, are so popular that tickets to 
see Santa sell out weeks in advance. 
Others see queues build up of youngsters 
eager to pass on their wish lists. 

For children, it is often one of the high¬ 
lights of the festive period. 

Some grottos offer youngsters a small 
memento of their visit, while others give 
children the chance to have their pic¬ 
tures taken with the man in the red suit. 

Shops and department stores first 
started offering their own grottos more 
than a century ago. 

The tradition of Santa making special 
appearances at department stores and 
shopping centres in the run up to Christ¬ 
mas was started by James Edgar who 
introduced it in 1890 to his Massachu¬ 
setts department store. 

Glimpse 

The practice was first seen in Great 
Britain in 1879 before spreading the fol¬ 
lowing year to Australia and America. 

It is believed the first ever department 
store Christmas grotto was in Liverpool 
at the Lewis’s Bon Marche store, which 
opened as ‘Christmas Fairyland’ in 1879. 

Today, it is commonplace for depart¬ 
ment stores to have their own grottos. 

Set within the 11th century Dudley 
Castle, a visit to the grotto at the town’s 
zoo also includes a glimpse inside Sleep¬ 
ing Beauty’s Palace. 

Before meeting Father Christmas, 
children can look around the castle, 
which has been transformed with an 
animal forest, an antique spinning wheel 
and Princess Beauty asleep in a bed. Vis¬ 
itors are greeted by an elf before being 
taking into a warm room to meet the big 
man and receive a special gift. 

Following the visit, families can view a 
glow in the dark puppet show before 
seeing the zoo’s many animals. 

Among the visitors so far are pupils 
and teachers from Lightwoods Primary 


School in Oldbury. Reception teacher 
Sarah Cawtheray said: “I think it is a 
great grotto for the children to visit and 
get presents to take home.” 

Youngsters can sit alongside Santa on 
a small chair while they make their 
wishlist, or on request, can sit on his lap 
to have their pictures taken. 

The grotto is open from 10am to 
3.30pm every day. Tickets are purchased 
for 30-minute time slots. For children, it 
costs £9.50. For adults, it is £6.50. 

A family ticket for two adults and two 
children costs £28. 

At Merry Hill, the adventure takes 


youngsters on a journey with Elbow the 
Elf who, with the help of a snowman, 
makes sure their presents reach them 
despite the efforts of ‘Fumble the Bad 
Elf. 

Children and their families first go 
through to a mini cinema, where they 
don ‘magic’ glasses to watch a ‘5D’ film 
of the story - complete with wind, lights 
and elf dust. 

And the children’s photographs, taken 
as they queue, are already included in 
the film on screen. A photo with Santa 
himself - and a present - complete the 
experience. Entry costs £2.50 for adults, 


£4.95 per child and £12 for two adults 
with two children. 

The children’s fee includes a 50p 
charity donation to ‘Help Harry Help 
Others’. The grotto is open on Saturdays 
from 10am to 7pm; Sundays from 
10.30am to 5pm; weekdays until Decem¬ 
ber 18 from 10am to 8pm; December 19, 
20, 21 and 23 from 10am to 9pm and 
Christmas Eve from 9am to 5pm. 

A wooden chalet-style grotto at 
Wolverhampton’s Mander Centre is 
nestled on the bottom floor of the shop¬ 
ping centre. Among those who queued to 
pay him a visit was eight-year-old Blade 
Wraxton, who said: “Santa was really 
nice. I give it 10 out of 10.” 

Santa charges £4.25 for a present, £4 
for a photo and £8 for a present and 
photo. 

Set in the picturesque Cannock Chase, 
this grotto offers an authentic woodland. 

Young children are given a Christmas 
tree sapling to plant as well as a soft toy. 

Reindeer can also be found close by, 
grazing in their forest enclosure. 

Reindeer 

Angela Marple, who took sons Oliver 
and Joshua along with husband Nathan 
said: “We think it is the best grotto in the 
Midlands. It looks a bit like Lapland 
without the snow.” 

Entry costs £6 per child and on Friday 
from 4pm to 7pm and Saturday and 
Sunday from 10am to 4pm. 

A wintery wonderland of penguins, 
polar bears and reindeer greet visitors to 
Santa’s grotto at Sandwell Park Farm. 

One of the first things children spy is a 
sleigh, which leads into Santa’s work¬ 
shop where they can meet the man 
himself and receive a gift. 

Entry costs £6 on top of the normal 
£1.90 admission fee for adults and £1.40 
for children. The grotto is open every 
weekend until December 22 from 10am 
to 4.30pm. Group bookings are available 
by calling 0121 553 0220. 

Father Christmas sits on a huge gold- 
coloured chair as he greets children at 
the Victorian Arcade in Bradford Street, 
Walsall. An empty unit at the shopping 
centre has been transformed into a 
festive wonderland, with decorations 
and stockings lining the walls. 

The Winter Wonderland is located 
between The Works and Acorns Charity 
Shop. Entry is £2.50 per child. 



1983.. . 

WOLVERHAMPTON Grand 
Theatre had welcomed 80,000 
people through its doors since in 
the three months since it 
reopened. Chairman of the 
theatre board Geoffrey Norman 
said it had helped bring people 
into thecity centre at night, and 
dispelled the myth that it was a 
‘no-go’ area after dark. 

A VICAR scrapped most of the 
Christmas celebrations at his 
church in protest at the modern 
trappings of the festive season. 
Christ Church in Lye would have 
no Nativity play or carol service, 
announced vicar Rev Graham 
Cooper, instead focusing on 
special New Year's Day services. 

MEANWHILE, Father Christ¬ 
mas nearly failed to turn up for a 
function at an old people’s home 
in Oldburyecause a bus driver left 
him stranded. 

1993.. . 

BRITISH Prime Minister John 
Major and his Eire counterpart 
Albert Reynolds were on the 
brink of signing an historic decla¬ 
ration designed to bring peace to 
Northern Ireland. The agreement 
would pave the way for Sinn Fein 
being allowed to take part in talks 
on the future of Ulster-to the fury 
of many Unionists. 

THREE Britons were freed 
from prison by Saddam Hussein 
following the intervention of 
former prime minister Sir Edward 
Heath. The men had been given 
long sentences for illegally enter¬ 
ing Iraq, but the British Govern¬ 
ment insisted no deals had been 
done to secure their release. 

THE threat of fascism hung 
over Russia after the far-right 
Liberal Democrats achieved the 
biggest share of the vote in the 
parliamentary elections, taking 
70 seats. 

2003.. . 

DEPOSED Iraqi president 
Saddam Hussein was finally cap¬ 
tured by US forces after eight 
months on the run. The dishev¬ 
elled-looking dictator was shown 
on television, sporting a long, grey 
beard, but was said to be in good 
health. Saddam had not been 
seen since the invasion led by 
British and American forces in 
April. 

THE jury in the Soham murder 
trial was sent out to consider its 
verdict. Ian Huntley, a 29-year-old 
school caretaker, denied murder¬ 
ing 10-year-olds Holly Wells and 
Jessica Chapman. His fiancee, 
Maxine Carr, a 26-year-old class¬ 
room assistant, denied conspir¬ 
acy to pervert the course of 
justice. 

VETERAN rocker Mick Jagger 
was at Buckingham Palace to 
receive his knighthood - but in the 
true spirit of rock ‘n’ roll rebellion, 
he wore trainers with his lounge 
suit. 
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Wide range of doors to choose 
from call now 

Also FRENCH DOORS 

£599 fitted 

. . 

Vi 

lA 

1 

CALL OUT SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE 

• GLASS • LOCKS 
• HINGES • MISTY UNITS 

1 



Top quality stylish uPVC windows, doors, conservatories, fascias and 
guttering, professionally made and fitted at affordable prices! 



YOUR AFFORDABLE CHOICE FOR QUALITY & VALUE 

Contact Steven for your FREE QUOTATION 


Telephone: 

07710 434 223 
01902 566832 

www.affordablewindows.info 


AFFORDABLE 

Windows & Doors 


UPVC GLAZED Windows Doors & 
Conservatories 




WOULD LIKE TO WISH CUSTOMERS OLD AND NEW A MERRY 
CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR 

w ★ Marble Packages 

★ HETAS/Gas Safe registered 

★ Owner/Fitter solid fuel or gas 
ft Quotes available for ‘fitting only’ 

Open Monday to Friday 
10.30 am to 4.30 pm ^ 

Saturday 10 am-4 pm ' 

Customer parking available 

■ 
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LETTERS 


Ambulance staff call for support 


WEST Midlands Ambulance Service 
staff feel downtrodden, bullied and 
are treated with no respect by their 
employers, who are trying to reduce 
their pay and change working prac¬ 
tices to the detriment of staff. 

We are the people you call when you 
are injured or sick. We care about you 
and for you. Do you care about us? It is 
clear our employers don’t. 

Our pay is made up of a basic salary 
and an uplift for working anti-social 
hours, essentially nights and week¬ 
ends. This uplift is up to 25 per cent. 
This is different to the way the rest of 
the NHS is paid for anti-social working 
and is cheaper for our employers. Our 
employers are currently trying to 
remove this uplift from our sick pay. 

We do have a higher incidence of sick¬ 
ness than other groups of workers, 
which shouldn’t be a surprise as we 


come into contact with sick people 
many times every shift. 

Our job can be extremely stressful. 
This stress is increased by the attitudes 
of our management. We are now going 
to be expected to work until we are 67. 
Do you want a 67-year-old driving an 
ambulance under emergency condi¬ 
tions or carrying you downstairs on a 
carry chair? 

We drive using blue lights and sirens, 
putting ourselves at risk, to patient 
after patient, even though most of them 
are stable and in no real danger. 

During a 12 hour shift I get one 30 
minute unpaid break (some get 45 
minutes, it depends which area you 
work in). This can be eight hours into 
the shift, or even more when busy. I get 
that break at my base station, the same 
place I start and finish. 

Ambulance staff feel undervalued 


and morale is incredibly low. Our man¬ 
agement seem to have forgotten that 
what we do is the reason the service 
exists and all other areas should be sup¬ 
porting us in delivering excellent care 
to our patients. 

If you want to know how staff feel 
take a look at www.ambowm.freefo 
rums.net 

If you think we deserve to be treated 
fairly contact West Midlands Ambu¬ 
lance Service NHS Trust by going to 
www. wmas. nhs.uk/Pages/TalkToU s. as 
px and filling in the form or write to: 
Millennium Point, Waterfront Busi¬ 
ness Park, Waterfront Way, Brierley 
Hill DY5 1LX. 

Please help us. 

NAME AND 
ADDRESS SUPPLIED 


Gas guzzlers are let off 
the hook by new move 
to scrap paper tax disc 

I SEE that in his autumn statement the Chancellor George 
Osborne intends to scrap the paper road tax disc in October 
next year. 

This, he says, has been made possible by the introduction 
of the ENPR - the electronic number plate recognition 
system. This innovative new system will enable motorists to 
pay their road tax by direct debit, very laudable I’m sure. 

However I can’t help wondering why he couldn’t adopt 
the far easier option of simply adding the road tax to the 
price of petrol at the pumps, as has been mooted many times 
in the past. 

Could it possibly be that by doing that, that his wealthy 
cronies with their gas guzzling Range Rovers, Rollers, Bent¬ 
leys, Jags, etc, would pay more than the ordinary run of the 
mill motorist in their small and economical-to-run Fiesta, 
Micra or Mini? 

Perish the thought; surely no self respecting chancellor 
would take advantage of his position to protect the wealthy 
at the expense of the less wealthy in our society, would they? 

Also, what about the motorists who do not have the 
means to set up direct debit payments. Not everyone has, or 
indeed desires to have, a bank account - after all, their cred¬ 
ibility has dipped dramatically in recent years. 

Of one thing we can rest assured, the treasury’s cash cow 
- hard-pressed motorist - can expect no respite from any 
chancellor, present or future. 

B PARSONS 
Millard Road 
Coseley 


LETTERS 

to the Editor 

POST 

Dudley Chronicle, Chronicle 
Editorial, 51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton 

WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST in 
number of the writer. The Editor res 

E-MAIL 

Dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 

elude name, address and telephone 
ervesthe right to condense letters. 


England lost MP pay rise 
-forwhat? 


I ENJOYED reading the 
Memory Lane article by 
Daniel Wainwright on 
December 12. The historic 
match memento was really 
interesting. 

However, the statement 
under the centre picture 
should read: ‘Wright and 
Ferenc Puskas hand over 
mementoes before England 
went on to LOSE 6-3.’ 

It was the first time 
England had been defeated 
at Wembley by a foreign 
team. The return match in 
Budapest was even more of a 
disaster, s England were 
thrashed 7-1. 

MR J A HUNT 
Dibdale Street 
Dudley 


ALL my life, as have thou¬ 
sands of others, I have 
worked for a living. 

For most of this time, I 
have been ‘on the clock’, and 
if I did not turn up for work, 
I did not get paid. 

Very interesting to watch 
politicians whenever 

cameras are on the ‘house’. 
Where the hell are they? And 
there are proposals to give 
them a pay rise! For what? 

P COLE 
Chelford Crescent 
Kingswinford 
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Your Local Private Hire, Fast & Reliable 24 Hour Service 



Celebrating 35 Years Of Service 
You asked, we did it! SINGLE FARE 
24/7, 365 days throughout 
Christmas and new year 

Mini Buses available 
prices being as little as £3.50 

Be BOOKED Be INSURED 

r - Call Now For A Quote On 

_ 01902 66 66 66 

This Christmas and New Year get in the 
Christmas spirit with Beacon Taxis 



If you are happy with Beacon Taxis tell others, if not tell us!!! 
Book online 

shaz.beacontaxis@hotmail.co.uk 
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23S BATHROOMS 


(#1*7 


THE LOCAL SPECIALIST IN BATHROOM REFURBISHMENT 

\We want YOUR CHOICE to be us. x 


94 


T 


YES A FULL 
JOB FOR * V 
£3650 inc vat. 

15 SQM Wall Tiles, 

Bath & Screen, 
Replacement 
Shower, Basin & WC, 

Tiled Floor, Finished ^ 
within 5 Days. 



nr 


WE 

DO THE 
LOT 


vat: 

FREE 


WE OFFER A FREE NO OBLIGATION HOME VISIT & 
ON THE SPOT PRICE WITHIN 48 HRS OF YOUR CALL 


THIS WEEKS 
DISABLED SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your Bath 
We will remove the Bath 
& Fit an easy access low 
level round, square or oblong 
cubicle, & Tiled inside. 

Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150.00 



Our showroom 
is closed from 
23rd December 
to 6th January 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 Open 9 am-5 pm 6 days a week 
Showroom also at: Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 
01902 861908 
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The bus in service when it was running during 1952 in West Bromwich Empty shell - the vehicle just before its restoration 

It was restoration or bns-t as 
GEA174 gets new lease of life 


IT HAS been a 20-year 
labour of love. But for 
transport enthusiasts, the 
efforts to restore an old 
double-decker bus have 
been worth it. 

And now volunteers are 
ready to hop on board to show¬ 
case their work to visitors to 
the Black Country Living 
Museum in Dudley. 

A £40,000 restoration project 
has been carried out by members 
of the transport group at the 
museum to give the bus a new 
lease of life. 

The team will be proudly 
relaunching the GEA174 double- 
decker bus which was originally 
bought by West Bromwich Corpo¬ 
ration in 1952 as part of a fleet of 
20 before the local transport 
system was taken into private 
hands. 


by Adrew Turton 

The bus was used on the route 
74 between Birmingham, West 
Bromwich and Dudley, but it was 
withdrawn in 1969. 

The vehicle was then donated to 
Dudley Libraries and was kept 
stored in the former Midland Red 
garage in Wolverhampton. 

In the museum’s early years it 
was used to collect items - includ¬ 
ing Emile Doo’s chemist from 
Netherton which now stands 
proudly on the museum’s Canal 
Street. 

Permanently 

By 1980 bus GEA 174 had 
moved permanently to the 
museum but as a kit broken into 
parts after a series of unsuccessful 
restoration attempts. 

Now, with funds raised by the 
group and particularly a bequest 
from Arthur Whitehouse, and a 


team led by Gordon Ibbotson, the 
bus has been restored to its glory 
days and is ready to take on a new 
generation of passengers. 

There has been a full engine 
refurbishment, the brakes have 
been overhauled, side panels have 
been replaced along with the 
flooring and replacement window. 

The radiator, which had several 
holes, has also been repaired and 
re-chromed and the exhaust has 
been replaced to get the bus back 
on the road again. 

Janet Small, who is the curator 
for industry and transport at the 
museum, said: “Creating the 
moquette for the seats was a 
painstaking process but it was all 
worth it. 

“It was made by Holds worth in 
Meltham, Derbyshire; the same 
company that created the leather 
trimming for the seats, in the 
same colour used in the Triumph 
Stag.” 


Finally, the bus was brush 
painted and transfers made and 
applied in-house to give it a fin¬ 
ished off look for visitors to enjoy. 

The costs were paid for by funds 
raised by the group and with the 
support of local companies offer¬ 
ing discounts or not charging for 
small fixings. 

The restored bus will now be 
taken out to a number of shows in 
the future as well as being used in 
order to help promote the 
museum. 

Mr Ibbotson added: “It has been 
a true team effort with members 
of the Transport Group and many 
others contributing at each stage 
of the long restoration.” 

The restored bus GEA 174 can 
be seen by visitors to the museum 
on Transport Group days, usually 
on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

For more information about he 
bust and the museum then visit 
www.bclm.co.uk. 



Gordon Ibbotson who worked on the restoration on the bus with curator Janet Small 



Gordon Ibbotson who worked on the restoration of the 1950s bus 
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* WINDOW, CONSERVATORY, PORCH, * 


FASCIA & SOFFIT NEWS 
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How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 


It’s simple customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale 
personnel and the unbeatable service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so 
many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window and conservatory is custom made to 
the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry.No other company in the area has more 
experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 28 years. 
Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on 
display at our purpose built showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00am to 5.30pm 
and Saturday 9.00am to 4.00pm. At Rydale we feel that it is very important to see products on display 
before you make your final decision to purchase. 

We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here 
for you the customer. At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, you only pay when the 
installation has been completed. Rydale has been a trusted brand in our area for over 28 years. If we give 
you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. 

Can that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products 
including free delivery. 


Massive 

Discounts 

on all orders placed now for 
January installation 


m If Repair Service available 


Winter Sale 

NOW ON 

CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS 

Closed 24th, 25th, 26th, 27th, 29th December Open Sat 28th December 10am ■ 4pm, 
Monday 30th December 10am ■ 4pm, Tuesday 31st December 10am ■ 3pm, 
Closed New Years Day, Re ■ Open Thursday 2nd January 9am ■ 5.30pm 


FREEPHONE 


Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk w 
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NEWS 


Double awards joy for club and coach 



The team behind Kewford Eagles, including Jennie Price, right 



Student Alex Giles 


THEY were named the cream 
of the Black Country but now a 
football club and a sports 
coach are celebrating even 
more success. 

Kewford Eagles Football Club and 
college student Alex Giles were both 
winners in the Black Country Sport and 
Physical Activity Awards. 

Now they have made it a double by 
picking up the Community Club of The 
Year and the Further Education Sport 
Student Role Model of the Year, respec¬ 
tively, at the West Midlands Community 
Sports Awards. 

The winners, both from Dudley, col¬ 
lected their awards in front of 320 
people at a ceremony at Villa Park, 
hosted by BBC Midlands Today presen¬ 


ters Nick Owen and Mary Rhodes. They 
were joined by members of Team GB 
and Paralympics GB sport stars includ¬ 
ing Wolverhampton Olympic hero Kris¬ 
tian Thomas. 

Judges selected Kewford Eagles for 
its work within the community. It is the 
largest club in the West Midlands and in 
Birmingham County FA. 

Alex, aged 23, was praised after a 
completing an extended diploma in 
sport, as well as several coaching awards 
at Dudley College. He has acted as class 
representative and was a key figure in 
the college’s buddy programme motivat¬ 
ing and supporting young people facing 
difficulties. 

Simon Hall, director of the Black 
Country Be Active Partnership, a 
partner of the awards, said: “We wish 
our finalists every success.” 


Investment of 130m to 
create thousands of jobs 

A £130 MILLION private investment which will create 
thousands of jobs is ‘the beginning of a new era of growth 
and prosperity’ for the Black Country, says Deputy Prime 
Minnister Nick Clegg. 

The Mp announced the City Deal, which is expected to 
create 5,800 manufacturing jobs in the next four years to 
benefit Wolverhampton, Dudley, Sandwell and Walsall. 

The cash will be secured through investment by busi¬ 
nesses in the West Midlands and further afield. It will be 
used to help regenerate key sites across the Black Country, 
although officials have yet to reveal exactly which locations. 

The deal will also see 2,800 long-term unemployed people 
receive ‘intensive’ support to help get them back into work. 
Bosses hope that 900 of them will be helped into work. 

The new Black Country Growth Factory is being set up 
with £3.1m of support to boost existing local businesses. 

It will provide an online portal for local businesses to 
access local and national support services, including special¬ 
ist support to small businesses in the high-value manufac¬ 
turing sector. 


Santa swops sleigh for chairlift 

the ride during their visit, it certainly gets 
well used. 

“The service involved all 41 chairs being 
removed by the zoo’s maintenance staff and 
inspected by independent assessors to 
ensure they are all in a good working condi¬ 
tion to run for another 12 months. 

“We also had to check the rope, motors 
and mechanics and we are delighted it is all 
in great shape.” 

The chairlift, originally launched in 1958, 
carries visitors from the zoo entrance to 
11th century Dudley Castle on the hill, trav¬ 
elling directly over the site’s £20,000 
Baboons on the Bank exhibit. 



Father Christmas tries out the landmark chairlift at Dudley Zoo ready for its relaunch 


DUDLEY Zoo’s vintage chairlift has passed 
its first post-relaunch health and safety 
inspection with flying colours - and who 
better to test the festive flying machine than 
Father Christmas! 

Since reopening last summer, following a 
£117,000 Heritage Lottery funded refur¬ 
bishment after a ten-year absence, the 
ride has been a popular addition to the site. 

Rebuilt 

Zoo chief executive Peter Suddock said: 
“This was the first annual service of the 
chairlift since it was rebuilt and with 80 per 
cent of all height-compatible visitors using 



Temple Street Lower Gornal 


Book Now For Your Christmas 
Madness Party 


Free Pudding 

1st December/Lunch 24th December 


Christmas Cracker Madness 

Monday & Tuesdays 


Free Puddings 

FREE DRINK INCLUDED 





Sottini 

Area Dealer 


VALUED AT 

£320 RRp 


DARYL 


KOHLERPOMPANYi 


DESIGN SERVICE 
AND 3 YEAR 
GUARANTEED 
INSTALLATION’ 


FULLY FITTED 
BATHROOMS 
FROM UTOPIA 
OR MONTROSE 

Qualify for our 
FREE POTTERY OFFER 


SUMMERHILL 

Bathrooms 


Trust the experts.. 1/ 

J 9 www.summerhillbathrooms.co.uk ~ 

Trade Enquiries Welcome 

DUDLEY 2-7 BRADLEY STREET PENSNETT DY5 4RJ 01384 263626 

OPEN 7 DAYS 9AM-6PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY LATE ‘TIL 8’ FRIDAY 11AM - 4PM SUNDAY 
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Leading brand name furniture 

The depth of products in a variety of styles matches the 
size of our showroom. We stock many of the leading 
furniture brands such as Alstons, Buoyant, Wade, Caxton, 
Kingstown, Nolte, Harrison Beds, Myer’s, Rest Assured, 
Silentnight & Slumberland. Being part of the Minerva 
Buying Group enables us to offer all these at the keenest 
possible prices backed up by our Price Match Promise! 



Family business 

In these ever changing times it’s also re-assuring to know that William & Sons is 
still very much a family owned & run business with a genuine commitment to strive 
for the highest possible standards in complete customer satisfaction. For further 
information refer to our website ;**“**-*-*4 


www.williamandsons.co.uk 

& please take the time to visit us 


PRICE 

MATCH 

PROMISE 

We’ll not be 
beaten on Price! 
That’s our promise 
to you! A 


during our 
Winter Sale! 


William Cole (Managing Director) 
William Cole Junior (Financial Director) 


Outstanding customer service 

Our Sales & Sales Support Teams are committed to 
achieving the highest possible standards in personal 
customer service wherever possible. Our sales team is 
employed directly by ourselves & are all factory trained in 
dealing with the products we sell. Furthermore, our 
support doesn’t end when you’ve placed your order. We 
ensure that orders are progressed all the way through to 
delivery & beyond. 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


be inspired at... 



-gam 


0% interest 



sale £499 


Comfortable living... 

Modern brown faux leather corner group... over 66% off! 

Winter Sale Opening Offer... was £1499 save £1000 


Alstons •bandi S buoya nt (£ 0 htl 


LLIAM&SONS 


Typical 0% APR' 





























www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 
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Mfur OJmtett 



sale £499 


Relaxed living... over 50% off! 

Large double reclining bonded leather motion sofa. 

Winter Sale Opening Offer... was £1099 save £600 



sale £399 


Contemporary dining... 

Walnut dining table & 4 faux brown leather dining chairs 

Winter Sale Opening Offer... was £799 save £400 



sale £299 


Myer's Beds... 

Luxury standard double divan set with storage drawers 

Winter Sale Opening Offer... was £599 save £300 



sale £399 

sale £399 

sale £399 

sale £119 

Contemporary dining... 

Light oak dining table with dark glass inlay & 4 ivory dining chairs 

Winter Sale Opening Offer... was £799 save £400 

Country styled bedroom package... 

American oak bedroom - double bed frame & bedside chest 

Winter Sale Opening Offer... was £699 save £300 

Stylish lounging... over 60% off! H 

Retro styled large brown bonded leather sofa. 

Winter Sale Opening Offer... was £999 save £600 Ij *j 

Contemporary Living 

White high gloss media stand 

H Winter Sale Offer... Was £249 Save £130 


Harrison 


ELANO° Julian Bowen 


Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY51UA 

T. 01384 77444 
www.williamandsons.co.uk 


Myfr's noite much E . 



OPENING TIMES: 

Boxing Day & Friday 27th 10-5.30pm 

Saturday 28th 10-6pm 

Sunday 29th 11-5pm 

Monday 30th & New Years Eve 10-5.30pm 

New Years Day 10-6pm 





! Interest free credit offer available on all balances over £500. Full payment must be made within 12 months of delivery/collection. Offer not available on clearance items. Subject to status. Written details on request. All offers subject to availability. Price Match Promise terms & conditions apply - ask in store or see our website for further details. E&OE 




































DUAL LAMPS 

Contemporary and elegant, these swing 
arm lamps will add the perfect finishing 
touch to your home. With one main lamp, 
they feature an additional LED light to 
provide invaluable extra light for reading, 
writing, needlework and crafts. The pool 
of light created by the spot light can easily 
be directed by rotating 360 degrees with 
pin point accuracy. Made from durable 
steel, the two operating switches on the 
base allow you to select one or both lights 
illuminated at any one time. Available in 
table or floor versions, the table lamp 
measures 60cm in height and the floor 
lamp 150cm in height. Available in silver or 
bronze colours. 

Dual Table Lamp - 
Silver D6804 
(RRP £129.99)279.99 
Dual Table Lamp - 
Bronze D6805 
(RRP £129.99) £79.99 
Dual Floor Lamp - 
Silver D6806 
(RRP £149.99) £99.99 
Dual Floor Lamp - 
Bronze D6807 
(RRP £149.99) £99.99 




MULTI-MENU GRILL 


COOKS 

professional 



Meals in minutes are easy with this multi-menu grill 
from Cooks Professional. Ideal for cooking omelettes, 
poaching eggs, cooking chicken, fish, toasted 
sandwiches and even pancakes and cakes, the uses 
really are endless. Simply plug in and the multi grill 
automatically heats up, ready to make quick work of 
any meal. As the grill has two compartments, it’s also 
ideal for cooking foods you wish to keep separated at 
the same time. Putting an end to the need for multiple 
pans, it simply wipes clean after use. 

Measures 9cm (H) x 22.9cm (W) x 18cm (D). 



Dual compartment design makes it easy to keep 
foods separate whilst cooking, making it easy to cook 
different ingredients simultaneously 



Multi-Menu Grill - Silver 
D6574 (RRP £39.99) £24.99 
Multi-Menu Grill - Cream 
D6575 (RRP £39.99) £24.99 
Multi-Menu Grill - Black 
D6576 (RRP £39.99) £24.99 



Providing an energy efficient alternative to 
a tumble dryer. The air dryer is completely 
portable, it uses a 1200W motor to dry up to 
10kg of laundry, removing creases, saving 
ironing time and leaving garments crisp and 
fresh without damage or shrinkage. 

Using up to 42% less electricity than similar 
appliances, it features both a manual and 


automatic timer to dry clothes between one and 
three hours. 

Measuring 160 x 65cm when assembled, it 
can be packed away easily when not in use. 
With an ultra-quiet motor, and no messy filters, 
it’s an ideal alternative for those put off by 
the expense, noise and space of a traditional 
tumble dryer. 


CORDLESS AND REUSABLE 
COMPACT DEHUMIDIFIER 


Hang this dehumidifier 
wherever your home is damp 
and the non-toxic crystals 
suck moisture from the air. 
After three to eight weeks the 
indicator will change from 
blue to pink to show it needs 
renewing. 

Simply plug into the mains 
power supply and the built-in 
heater warms up, drying the 
crystals, ready to use again! 
Completely portable - use it 
wherever you need to keep an 
area fresh and dry. Measures 
just 15 x 12 x 4cm. 


i 






To order call 0871 911 7011* Quote 35819 
Online at EXPRESSANDSTARSHOP.CO.UK 

8am-8pm 7 days a week *Calls cost 10 pence per minute from a standard BT landline. Mobile & other providers’ charges may vary. 


Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 10 days (shoes and clothing within 30 days). 
These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Airflo Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 

RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (35819), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_Initial_Surname _ 

Address_ 

Email_ 



_ Postcode _ 


Tel. (for queries only)_ 


I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-AIRFLO LTD for £_ 
My card number is: 


_0r please debit my card £_ 


1 Start ( 
J date: [ 


_□ Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No._ 

I Expiry I I I /1 I I Security r 

_I date: I_I_I / I_I_I Number: L 


“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to 
Midland News Association Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box 
□ If you do not want to hear from Midland News Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

C0DE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 

Dual Table Lamp - Silver 

D6804 


£79.99 


Dual Table Lamp - Bronze 

D6805 


£99.99 


Dual Floor Lamp-Silver 

D6806 


£79.99 


Dual Floor Lamp - Bronze 

D6807 


£99.99 


Air Dryer 

D6607 


£59.99 


Dehumidifier+1 FREE 

D5544 


£22.99 


2x Dehumidifiers +2 FREE 

D5544 


£39.99 


Multi-Menu Grill - Silver 

D6574 


£24.99 


Multi-Menu Grill - Cream 

D6575 


£24.99 


Multi-Menu Grill - Black 

D6576 


£24.99 


Please add £3.95 P&P to entire order 
TOTAL 

£3.95 
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NEWS 


Winter wonderland for Mason 



Melodie Williams, 41, has made it a special illuminated Christmas in Rowley Regis for her three-year-old son Mason 
Williams, who she is holding, and for his siblings Dominic, aged 4, Sadie, 11, and Harmonie Williams, 6 


LOVING mother Melodie 
Williams from Rowley Regis 
had only one wish this year, to 
create a winter wonderland 
that her seriously ill three- 
year-old son Mason would 
remember 

Hundreds of lights, decorations, 
inflatable snow globes and even a snow 
machine were donated to the family, 
after an appeal in the Express & Star 
and The Chronicle. 

Dozens of volunteers all joined in to 
help put up dazzling displays which 
has illuminated the family’s home and 
garden in Rowley Regis. 

Mrs Williams said: “It was 
absolutely brilliant to see the house lit 
up. 

“We had so many people who had 
helped turn up to see the lights and the 
road was full of cars. 


“They all said they had a wonderful 
time. ” 

Young Mason was born with a condi¬ 
tion commonly known as having ‘half a 
heart’ - Hypoplastic Left Heart Syn¬ 
drome (HLHS). 

Rare 

The condition occurs in one out of 
4,344 births and expectations are that 
70 per cent of those with HLHS will 
reach adulthood. 

Mason also has a rare condition 
called micro deletion, which means he 
is missing genes and has a delay in his 
development. 

Mason has already undergone two 
big operations to ‘re-plumb’ his heart, 
but due to pressures in his lungs he is 
currently unable to have the final stage 
of the procedure. 

The family have been told that if his 
condition does not improve, or he does 
not continue to grow, within 12 months 


he will not be able to have the opera¬ 
tion. 

His full-time carer mum added: “If 
he had the operation today he wouldn’t 
survive.,We wanted to make this 
Christmas really memorable for every¬ 
one. If Mason can’t have his operation, 
there’s a chance he may not be here 
next year, so it had to be extra special. 

“This is the best Christmas present 
we as a family could have ever asked 
for.” 

Friends, families and businesses 
rallied round to lend their support and 
make her vision became a reality to 
delight little Mason. 

Despite the fact he is partially- 
sighted, Mason enjoys lights and it this 
inspired the idea for the display. 

“Mason wasn’t very well on the 
night and couldn’t really enjoy it, but 
we will keep the house lit up for the rest 
of Christmas for him to enjoy,” Mrs 
Williams added. 
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<B0RSHCH 

GAS & ELECTRICAL 


y/j k 

- JT 


BBNIG PAY 
■LEARANCE 



Unbelievable Offers 
^ Not to be Missed!! 

When they’re Gone They’re Gone!! 



( > 
Christmas Opening Hours 

Monday 23/12/13 

- 9.30-6 pm 

Tuesday 24/12/13 

- Closed 

Wednesday 25/12/13 - Closed 

Thursday 26/12/13 

- 10.00-4 pm 

Friday 27/12/13 

- 9.30-6 pm 

Saturday 28/12/13 

- 9.30 - 6 pm 

Sunday 29/12/13 

- 10.00-4 pm 

Monday 30/12/13 

- 9.30-6 pm 

Tuesday 31/12/13 

- 9.30-4 pm 

(Zorshch would like to 
wish all o{ our customers 
u very Wlerry Christmas 
& &tuppy View Irfear! 

VOe would also like to 
thunk you {or ull o{ your 
support in helpiny to 
make Z013 a record year. 

✓ EXTENDED 
! GUARANTEE 
AVAILABLE 

✓ LOCAL 

DELIVERY 

AND 

INSTALLATION 

✓ AT LEAST 

12 MONTHS 
GUARANTEE 

✓ FACEBOOK 
BORSHCH 
ELECTRIC 

✓ QUALITY 
PRODUCTS 

✓ LOWEST 

PRICES 

| Opening Times 

M Monday - Saturday 

I 9.30am - 6pm 

1 Sunday 10am - 4pm 


1 


BORSHCH 

of Retro. us on Facel >oo" ow GAS & ELECTRICAL 


dreamworld 

-furniture- 


kingswinford 

It’s a name you can trust. 

A family business, for over 30 years. 




SAVE U 






BIGGEST EVER WINTER SALE 
■STARTS 27TH DE CEMBERS 
■Hi 0.30AM ■■ 


JLZJ 



LUXURY 4 DRAWER DIVAN 1 ONLY 
WAS £495 NOW £99 


WE OFFER UP TO £1000 

PART EXCHANGE FOR YOUR OLD SUITE 



NOW STOCKING THE WORLD FAMOUS 
LA-Z-BOY RECLINER CHAIRS 


ODD BASES &MATRESSES 
T0CLEAR FR0M £69 


Free home delivery and free removal of existing furniture 

• THREE PIECE SUITES • CHAIRS • BEDS • CARPETS • DINING & BEDROOM FURNITURE 

8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU 
Tel: 01384 295660 


Open: Mon-Sat 10 am-5 pm Sun 10.30 am-4.30 pm 
mau l la Large free car park 




VISA 


MasterCard 
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Home improvements 
for older people 

Make the most of your home 

You may be thinking about improving your house so you can make the most of your home. Perhaps 
you need a more modern bathroom, a better kitchen or new windows. You might even be thinking of 
adapting your home to better suit any mobility problems. 

The thought can be daunting if you are not used to building projects. We can help you take your 
project from your initial thoughts, right through to completion. 

We offer a complete package of support with all work arranged by the council for you. We can talk to 
you about the best way to finance the work and will organise every aspect of the work on your behalf. 

No hassle, no worry home Improvements for older people ^ 

Give us a call on 01384 817086 Dudley 



NEWS 

Iconic building restored 
at town centre gateway 


IT WAS once a busy 
department store 
which welcomed 
generations of shop¬ 
pers. Now the build¬ 
ing has been restored 
to its 1930s glory as 
part of a £600,000 
revamp project. 

The wraps have been 
taken off the old Co-opera¬ 
tive store in Dudley High 
Street following the six- 
month scheme. 

The striking building 
dates back to 1939, having 
been designed by Dudley- 
based architects Webb and 
Gray and built by Dudley 
contractor, Mark Round and 
Sons. It was originally faced 
in eye-catching cream and 
blue tiles, made by the 
Stourbridge Glazed Brick 
Company. 

Significant 

Restoration work on the 
building, now home to 
Blunts, included repairing 
the leaking roof, renewing 
the metal-framed windows - 
a significant feature of the 
building - and renewing the 
original fascias. 

The original tiles and 
coping stones remaining on 
the building have been 
cleaned and repaired. 

Councillor Judy Foster, 
cabinet member for regener¬ 
ation at Dudley Council, 
said: “This work ensures the 
gateway into the town at the 
top of the High Street is 
vastly improved for the 
town’s residents, visitors 
and businesses. 

“The restoration has been 



Councillors Khurshid Ahmed and Judy Foster, front right, with workers at the restored building 


sensitively carried out and it Transportation boss The work was completed 
is exciting to see this wonder- Councillor Khurshid Ahmed through Dudley Council’s 
ful building brought back to said: “We are delighted with Townscape Heritage Initia- 
life as part of the council’s the end result and thank tive, supported by the Her¬ 
ongoing commitment to motorists for their patience itage Lottery Fund, English 
improve the town’s buildings while the one-way system Heritage and the Housing 
and environment.” was in place.” and Communities Agency. 








LIQUOR W WORLD 


WINES 

Blossom Hill White Zinfandel. 3 for £11 

Blossom Hill White, Red, Rose. 3 for £9.99 

Blossom Hill (Varieties). 2 for £9 

Echo Falls White, Red, Rose. 3 for £9.99 

Echo Fall (Varieties). 2 for £9 

Gallo Family (Varieties). 2 for £9 

Hardy VR (Varieties). 2 for £9 

Jacobs Creek (Varieties). 2 for £10 

Yellow Tail. 2 for £9 

Oxford Landing. 2 for £9 

Casillero Del Diablo (Varieties). 2 for £10 

Stowells (Varieties). 2 for £9 

BEERS 

Carling 500ml. 24 for £17.99 

Fosters 500ml. 24 for £17.99 

Kronenbourg 1664. 24 for £19.99 

Holsten Pils. 24 for £19.99 

Carlsberg Export. £19.99 

Strong bow. 24 for £17.99 

Banks’s Mild & Bitter. £19.99 

BOTTLES 

Henry Westons Vintage. 3 for £5 

Holdens Brewery Ales. 3 for £5 

Bathams Best Bitter - Available in store 

VS 73cl (Assorted). 3 for £5 

WKD & Archers Aqua. 2 for £5 

Cornish Rattler Ciders Available in store, 
including Mulled Cider 


CHRISTMAS 


m Wishing All Customers' 
;a Merry Christmas^ 
/and a Joyful New Year * 1 

260 BROMLEY LANE, ^ 
KINGSWINF0RD 
f DY6 8TU 

f OPENING HOURS 

MON-WEDS 11.00AM TO 9.30PM 
THURS-SAT 10.30AM TO 10.00PM 
SUN 10.30AM TO 8.30PM 



" Si 

SPIRITS 

Famous Grouse 70cl. £11.99 

Grants 11tr. £14.99 

Smirnoff Vodka 70cl. £11.99 

Smirnoff Flavoured Vodka 

. Available at Special Prices 

High Commissioner. £11.49 

Gordons Gin. £11.99 

Glens Vodka. £9.99 

Russian Standard. £11.99 

Bacardi 70cl. £12.99 

Courvoisier Cognac 70cl . £18.99 

Three Barrels with free glass . £14.99 

LIQUEURS 

Disarronno 70cl. £16.99 

Southern Comfort. £14.99 

Tia Maria. £11.99 

Baileys Original 70cl. £9.99 

Irish Meadow 70cl. £4.99 


PRESENTATION BOXES AVAILABLE IN 




/ OPEN 10AM-10PM CHRISTMAS EVE & NEW YEARS EVE r 




(: i* 


OFFERS VALID TILL 31 ST DECEMBER 2013 i 


Pubs and Party Orders Welcome 
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Op*n 10:00-14 00 

lloyilv PI vtfitMi y Ifil 
ftr *f»*l*»y Mill Health 4 Six 
Car* Centre 

Off L»11le CottaQe Street 
Sr*edcv Mill. Dudley 
0Y5 IRG 

Tel: 01384 48SOBS 


NEWS 


Sisters doing it for themselves 


If you need to fill a prescription over the Festive 
period, the following pharmacies will be dispensing: 


Dudley 

Clinical Commissioning Group 


Hairdressing sisters Natalie Burton, 32, of Woodcross, and Steph Haynes, 26, 
of Sedgley, cut the ribbon to open their salon watched by well-wishers 


ONE has been hairdress¬ 
ing since she left college. 
The other has recently 
qualified after 13 years 
working for a logistics 
company. 

Now sisters Stephanie Haynes 
and Natalie Burton have decided 
to launch their own salon 
together in Dudley. They cut the 
ribbon at Scissor Sisters in Wood- 
cross, between Coseley and 
Sedgley, with a champagne 
opening attended by friends and 
family. 

Miss Haynes, aged 26, of 
Rowan Road, Sedgley, previously 
worked at Sharon’s Salon in 
Dudley, while Mrs Burton, 32, of 
Stretton Place, continues to work 
part-time at Culina Logistics in 
Wolverhampton. 

Encouraged 

Mother-of-one Miss Haynes 
said: “I have said from when I 
first started that I would love my 
own shop but you never think at 
the age of 26 it would be possible. 

“It’s very daunting. Natalie 
has always been interested when 
I’ve been doing it and she always 
wanted to go into it I think. 

“We went to an open day and 
she ended up enrolling and it 
went from there.” 

She added: “I have been 
encouraged for a while by my 
mum and dad and then my sister 
started to do it last year.” 

The Turner Avenue salon in 
Woodcross, opened to the public 
last week. Miss Haynes and Mrs 
Burton have spent around £6,000 
refurbishing the premises and 
ordering stock. 

The revamp has included 
repainting the building and 
installing new flooring. 

Miss Haynes said: “We have 
had to do a lot. When we had it at 
first it was basically just a shell. 
There wasn’t any plumbing or 
anything. We have totally 
changed it. ” 

The former High Areal School 
pupil added: “It feels fantastic to 
have got to this stage.” 


Y««'i Duy 01.01.t4 
Open 10:00-17:00 

6oaK UK Ltd 
Unit 3. Mill 
Bner*ey Mill. Dudley 
OY5 1 Q t 
T el: 01384 74177 


Open 10 00-16 00 
A\:l.i StoT«-\ Lt :l 
Street 

Sriertey Mill. Dudley 
17YS J8J 

Tel 01384 S71111 


Open 10:00-17:00 

Suitniiuiy’t liivtiin* PliutifMcy 
I Stiifi'Kiiy Stute 
Merry Hill Centre 
Oner^ey Mill. Dudley 
OYS1QY 

Tel 01384 482740 


Open 10:00-17:00 

SiiiiY>iiuiyS Imftifp Pltuttriuty 
I Srtird'. ity Store 

Wltfrymoor VM#g* 
Sandrmgnarr Way 
Onertey Mill 
OY5 3JR 

Tel; 01184 2638S2 


Open 00:00-It 00 
Atci* Slom Ltd 
Merry Mill Centre 
8ner<ey Mill. Dudley 
OY3 KX 

Tel: 01384 265001 


Open 10.00-16 OO 

Boots UK Ltd 
iVX Market Piece 
Ou<£ey 
OY1 1PJ 

Tel: 01384 401900 


Open 10:00 14 OO 

Ut>y(K PtwrtUM y 
74 78 Dudley Street 
Sedgley. Dudley 
OYJ ISO 
Tel: 01902 


Open 10:00 16 OO 

Boots UK Ltd 
5 

St<H>rb*>dije 

IN 

Tel: 01J84 375J25 


Open 10.00 14 00 

LloyiK PhenMiy Lid 
flr»er key Mill Health 8 Soc** 
Care Centre 

Oft Little Cottage Street 
Brierley Mill, Dudley 
DY5 IRG 

Tel 0I384 4850B5 


Open 10:00-16 OO 

Ayda Stores Ltd 
Merry Mill Centre 
Brie*key Mill. Dudley 
DY5 'QL 

Tel: 01384 26S001 


Open 10:00 14 OO 

Lloyds Ptwnuny 
24 28 Dudley Street 
Sedqley, Ojdey 
DY3 ’SB 

Tel: 01902 670984 


Oimt«n*si Day - 25.12.13 
Op#* 10 00 14 00 

lloydt Pltarmnry 
24-26 Dudley Street 
Sedgley 
CXY3 1S8 

Tel: 01902 670984 


Boxing Duy ■ 26.12.13 
Open 09:00-1800 

Bnott UK Ltd 

Unit 3. Merry Mill Centre 

Briley Mill. Dudley 

OY5 tQT 

Tel: 01384 74177 


Op#* 10.00 14 00 

Lloyds Phurmncy 
Brierley Mill Hedlftt A Sural 
Care Centre 

Lttle Cottage Street 
Br erley Mill. DY^ IPG 
Tel: 01384 48SOBS 


Opo*» 12 00 15.00 

0#y Night PH#m»«ny 
4S Mgh Street 
Lye. Stourbridge 
OY9 HLQ 

Tel 01384 898430 


Op*n 09.00 18 00 

Astl.i Store! Ltd 
IVarson Street 
Bne^ley Mill 
(Xidey. DYS 38; 
Tel 01384 S7H11 


Open 10:00-17:00 

5uin\ivuiy\ Irtstoi %• Pfiunnucy 

I Sainsbury Store 
Merry Hill Centre 
BneHey Mill. Dudley 
C7YS 1QY 

Tel: 01384 482740 


Winter 

warmth 


Worried about keeping your 
home warm this winter? 

Our winter warmth scheme offers 
Dudley residents free: 

• Blankets * Heaters 

• Home energy advice visits * Hot water bottles 

• Insulation • Boilers 

(criteria apply to all) 

01384 817086 


snug os o bug 


Winter, 

warmth 

support 

keep warm, keep well 

Call 01384 817086 
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Perom 330ml 


£19.99 


Hardy’s VR 75cl Yellow Tail 75cl Chardonnay, Black Tower 75cl 
(Assorted) Rose & Sauv Blanc (Assorted) 

3 for £10.00 3 for £10.00 3 for £10.00 


Hardy’s Stamp 75cl Sauv Semillion, 
Shiraz Cab Sauv , Cab Merlot 

3 for £10.00 


Portmans Fine Ruby Port 

70cl £4.99 


Hardy’s Private Bin Chardonnay, 
Shiraz,Bin 343 Cab Shiraz 75cl 

3 For £10.00 




Echo Falls 75cl Southern Comfort 

Red , White & Rose a aa 

3 for £8.00 70cl £1 3.99 


Banks’s Mild/Bitter Strongbow 
500ml 24 Cans £15.99 500ml 24 Cans £15.99 


OFFERS VALID UNTIL NEW YEAR’S EVI 


Bell’s 

70cl 

£10.99 

Ltr 

r £17.49 


Teachers 

70cl 

■4 £11.99 


♦ 


Jameson 

70cl 

£15.99 


i 


Jack 

Daniels 

70cl 

£16.69 


Jim 

Beam 

70cl 

£12.79 


High 

Commissioner 

70cl 

£10.79 


J 


Claymore 

70cl 

£10.79 


Vladivar 

Vodka 

70cl 

£10.79 




Smirnoff 

70cl 

£10.99 

Ltr 

£17.49 


I 

s 


Captain 

Morgan 

70cl 

£11.99 


i 


Lamb’s 
Navy Rum 

70cl 

£12.99 


E&J 
Brandy 

70cl 

11.99 


4' 


i 


Martell 

70cl 

£17.49 


* 


Three 

Barrel 

70cl 

£12.99 


Gordon’s 

Gin 

70cl 

£11.99 


Glens Vodka 

70ci £9.99 

S Ltr 

— £13.89 


i 


Warninks 

70cl 

£10.99 


I 


Cooymans 
Royal Dutch 
Advocaat 

70cl 

£5.99 


4 


Bailey’s 

70cl 

£9.49 


4 


Bailey’s 

Ltr 

El 3.99 


a 


Irish 

Meadow 

70cl 

£4.99 


Archers 

70cl 

£10-29 

Malibu 

70cl 

£10.29 


ft 


Southern 

Comfort 

70cl 

£14.49 


ft 


Isolabella 

Sambuca 

50cl 

£9.99 


b 


Cointreau 

50cl 

£12.99 


u 


Amaretto 

70cl 

£5.99 


D 


Disaronno 

50cl 

£10.99 


6 


Messer 

Scmitt 

70cl 

£6.99 




Jager- 

meister 

70cl 

I £14.49 


i 


Glen 

Parker 

70cl 

£13.99 


14 


Isle 

of 

Jura 

70cl 

10 yr Old 

£21.99 




Glenmorangie 

70cl 

10 yrs old 

£22.99 



Glenfiddich 

70cl 

12 yrs old 

£ 21.99 


IL 


Glenlivet 

70cl 

12 yr Old 

£23.99 


Tomintoul 

^ 1 10yrs old 

m 70cl 

-| £20.99 


a 


Lanson 

75cl 

£22.99 


i s 


Echo Falls 
Sparkling White 
Zinfandell 

75cl 

gj £6.99 




Asti 

Martini 

75cl 

£5.99 


Lambrini 

1.5Litres 

2 for 
£5.00 


4 


Prosecco 
Extra Dry 

75cl 

£5.49 


i 

6 


Blossom Hill 
Sparkling 
Zinfandel 

75cl 

£6.99 


i 


Taylor’s 
First Estate 
Reserve 

75cl 

£8.99 


F Cockburns 
Fine Ruby 
mm Port 

75c| 

| £7.49 


i 

4 


QC 

70cl (Varieties) 

£3.79 

QC 

(Varieties) ltr 

£4.99 


ft 


Harvey’s 

Bristol 

Cream 

Ltr 

£9.99 


Martini 

75d 

1- (Varieties) 

- £6.49 


Croft 

Ltr 

£9.49 


Hardy’s VR 
(Varities) 75d 

Any 
2 for 
^ £ 8.00 


& 


a 


Hardy’s Stamp 
Varities 75cl 

2 for 
£9.00 


Yellow Tail 75cl 
Varities 

3 for £10.00 

iiii " 

iiii: 


f Jacob’s Creek 
Varities 

75cl 

2 for 

S £10.00 


s 


Hardy’s Bin 
343 

75cl 

Cabernet 

Shiraz 

2 for 

£8.00 


i 

is 


Blossom Hill 
(Varieties)! 

75cl 

2 for 

£ 8.00 


5 


Stowells 

Chardonnay 
Pinot Grigio 
& White 
Zinfandel, 

75cl 

2 for 

£ 8.00 


Oxford Landing 
(Varieties) 75cl 

2 for £8.00 



Lindeman’s Cawarra 
(Varieties) 75ci a, 

uaQ 

■ A £9.00 i 


I 


. E&J Gallo 
Assorted 

75cl 


2 for 

£ 8.00 


I Lindeman Bin 
65,45 75cl 
(Varieties) 

2 for 
,j£9.00 


Hardy’s 
Private Bin 
75cl Rose, 
Shiraz 

2 for 

£ 8.00 


ft 


Echo Falls 
(Varieties) 

75cl 

2 for 

£8.00 


Echo Falls 
Red White 



75cl 

3 for 
£9.00 


Blossom Hill Red 
& White 75ci 




for 

£9.00 


Blossom Hill White Zinfandel, 
Rose Grenache 

• 75cl 

3 for 

,a £11.00 


i 


Hardys 
Bankside 
75cl Shiraz, 
Chardonnay 

2 for 
£9.00 


Kumala 
m White, Rose 

75cl 

w 3 for 

^ £ 10.00 


Casillero 
A Del Diablo, 

75d 

H 2 for 

|£ 10.00 


I 


Black Tower 
Varities 75ci 

2 for 
£9.00 


* 


Mulled 

Wine 

75cl 

£2.99 


Strongbow 500ml 


■ 

i 


Stones 

Ginger 

Wine 

70d 

£3.79 


J20 Varieties 
8 Bottles 
£5.00 
Schweppes 
Mixer Ltr 
2 for £2.00 


Baby Cham 20cl, 
Cherry B 113ml, 
Snowball 113ml 

8 for 
£5.00 


Schweppes 
Lemonade 

(Original/Diet) 

2 Ltr 2 for 

£ 2.00 


Dr Pepper, Sprite, 
Fanta, Coke, 
Diet Coke 

2 Ltr 2 for 
£2.50 


Skol 

500ml 



£4.00 

24 Cans 

£11.89 


Hobsons, Holdens, 
Badgers 

(Varieties In store) 
ALES MIX AND MATCH 

3 for £5.00 



Stella 
248ml 
2 24 for 

5 £16.99 


mm 


8 cans £6.00 
24 cans 
£16.49 

Scrumpy Jack 
500ml 8 for £7.00 
24 for £18.99 


Strongbow 

2ltr 

2 for £5.00 


Crumpton Oak 
1 2.5ltr PearS Apple 

'Any2forE5.no 


Barley Gold 
4 Cans 

£5.00 

m 


i 


Carlsberg 
500ml 
24 Cans 

£16.99 




Holsten Pils, Kronenbourg, 
Carlsberg Export 

500ml 24 Cans 

£18.99 


Red Stripe, 

500ml 
8 Cans 

£6.50 

24 Cans 

£18.99 


W. 


Coors 

Light 

8 Cans 

£7.00 

24 Cans 

£19.99 


£ 


Stella 

500ml 
8 Cans 

£7.00 

24 Cans 

£20.99 


Pictures for illustration purposes only • Many More Offers In Store • Pubs 


l i 


1 


Carling 

500ml 24 Cans 

Fosters 

500ml 24 Cans 

Special 
Price 
In Store 


6 


Bank’s Mild & 
Bitter 500ml 
24 Cans 

£17.99 


i 


Boddington 
Draught 
8 Cans 

£7.00 

24 Cans 

£18.99 




Guiness 
Draught 
8 Cans 

£ 7.00 


Carlsberg Export, 
Tuborg, Holsten Pils 


Bulmers, Brothers, 
Crabbies 
(Varieties) 





Kopparberg, 
Thatchers, Westons 
(Varieties) 


500ml 

3 for 
£5.00 


ioi 


500ml 

3 for 
£5.00 


Clubs & Party Orders welcome at gora.wine@hotmail.co.uk • Paypoint Top up & Cash machines available. Where applicable E & O.E 



26 High Street 


Brierley Hill, DY53JA 

01384 572484 


Finmcns 

a 


8 Burcher Green, Comberton 31 Drew Road (off Old Ham Lane, Off Wollescote Road) 
Estate, Kidderminster Pedmore, Stourbridge DY9 OUU 

Mon-Sun 7.30am-9pm 10.00am-9.00pm Mon-Sat, 12 noon - 9.00pm Sun 

01562747957 01384379508 
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Magic numbers for Anneliese 



Parents Jack Lambert and Cindy Richards, of California Road, Tividale, with 
Anneliese Clare Lambert - born weighing 8 lbs at 9:10 pm on 11-12-13 


ANNELIESE Clare 
Lambert definitely has a 
way with numbers. 

When the baby girl made her 
arrival into the world it was per¬ 
fectly timed. She was born 
weighing just over 81bs, at 
9.10pm on December 11, 2013, 
so she has the numbers 8, 
9,10,11,12,13 in numerical 
order associated with her birth. 

Although they were aware of 
the significance of the date, 
proud parents Cindy Richards 
and Jack Lambert from Tividale 
did not realise what had hap¬ 
pened at first until a midwife 
pointed out her time of arrival 
and sequence of the numbers. 

Lottery 

Anneliese who was born at 
Russells Hall Hospital in 
Dudley, has a five-year-old 
brother Tyler and a four-year- 
old sister Tiffanie, who are 
delighted to have a younger 
sister. 

Their proud grandmother 
Barbara King, of Walsall, said 
she was shocked when she 
found out the number sequence: 
“It was amazing when we 
realised, I couldn’t believe it. 
What are the chances of that 
happening? 

“I’m going to use the 
numbers as lottery numbers 
because they must be lucky.” 

“ Anneliese is lovely, she’s a 
little bruiser,” she said. 

The newborn’s date of birth 
was also special because Decem¬ 
ber 11 2013 or 11/12/13 was the 
last date this century with three 
consecutive numbers. 

There are only a handful of 
them every 100 years making 
them extra special for anyone 
born on those days. 

The next time a consecutive 
date will occur in the calendar is 
on February 1, 2103 or 1/02/03. 
The last two consecutive days 
were November 10, 2012 or 
10/11/12 and October 9, 2011 or 
9/10/11. 


THE B&G NEWS & LIQUOR STORE 

_ NOW 

Nisal 




SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFERS FROM 12th-24th DECEMBER 


MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 
WE OPEN SAS am-lO.OO pm EVERY PAY 






Blossom Hill 

Red, White or Rose Any Three £10.00 


Paul Masson VAS 

Any Two Bottles £8.00 


Echo Falls VAS 

Any Three £10.00 


Cassillero Del Diablo VAS 

£4.99 each 

Hardy’s VR VAS 

Any Two £8.00 


Blossom Hill 

White Zinfandel Two for £8.00 


Villa Rdiosa VAS Any Two Bottles £6.00 

Premier Estates £2.50 Each 


Black Tower VAS 

Any Two Bottles £10.00 £5.49 Each 

Gallo White Zinfandel White 
Greenecho 2 for £9.00 


Stella & Budweiser 

Pint Cans 4 for £5 


Pepsi VAS Tango VAS 

2 Ltr Bottles £1 Each 


John West Red Salmon & 

Princes West Salmon £2.99 2i3g 

Princes Ham (Pear Shaped) 

£2.00 454g 


Wolf Brass 

Yellow Label £6.99 Each 


Barefoot 

Assorted Any 2 for £10 


Breezer or WKD 

75c! £2.99 Each 

Famous Grouse 

70cl £12.99 


Bell’s 

70cl £11.99 


Jack Daniels & JD Honey 

70c! £18.99 


Teachers or Grants 

70c! £12.49 

Sailor Jerry 70cl Gift Pack 
£17.00 Each 


Smirnoff 

70cl £11.99 


Russian Standard 

70c! £12.99 


Dannoff Vodka 

70cl £10.991 Ltr £13.99 

Green Mark 

70cl £12.99 


Jim Beam 70ci 
£13.99 


Courvoisier 70ci 
£18.99 


Irish Meadow 

70cl £4.001 Ltr £6.99 

Warnnics Advocaat 

£10.99 


Stowells VAS 

Any Two £9.00 


Bailey’s Irish Cream 

70c! £10.99 


Tia Maria 

70c! £11.99 

CASE PRICES IN STORE * CASE PRICES IN STORE ★ CASE PRICES IN STORE ★ CASE PRICES IN STORE 

Cockburns Fine Ruby Port 

70cl £7.99 


Sourz Assorted 

70c! £8.99 


Cactus Jack Assorted 

£5.99 


Jagermeister 70ci £16.49 

50c! £13.00 

E&J Brandy 

70cl £11.99 


Disaronno 

50c! £11.99 


Heidseck Monopole Blue Top 

75cl £16.00 


French Connection Champagne 

£15.99 

Carling 8 Cans 500ml £6.50 

24 Cans £17.99 


Fosters 8 Cans 500ml £6.50 

24 Cans £17.99 


Carlsberg 8 Cans 

500ml £6.50 24 Cans £17.99 


Carlsberg Export 8 Cans 500ml 
£7.50 24 Cans £20.00 

Breaker 

4 Cans 500ml £3.79 


Stella 4 Cans 500ml £3.99 

24 Cans £22.00 


Orangeboom Blue 

4 Cans 500ml £3.50 


Holsten Pils 8 Cans 500ml £7.50 

24 Cans £20.00 

Kronenbourg 8 Cans 500ml £7.50 
24 Cans £20.00 


Red Stripe 4 Cans 480ml £3.99 

24 Cans £22.00 


Worthington 4 Cans 440ml 

8 Cans 440ml £6.50 


Caffrey’s 4 Cans 440ml £3.99 

Barley Gold 4 Cans £5.00 

John Smith’s 

4 Cans 500ml £3.50 


Banks’s Mild & Bitter 

4 Cans £3.79 24 Cans £18.99 


Any Polish Beers 4 Cans 500ml 
£4.00 24 Cans £22.00 


HCC Black Cider 4 Cans £3.29 

8 Cans 500ml £6.00 

Strongbow 4 Cans £3.50 

24 Cans 500ml £18.00 


Olde English 4 Cans £3.50 

24 Cans 500ml £18.00 


Three Hammers Strong Cider 

1 Ltr £1.29 


Ales Mix & Match Assorted 

3 for £5.00 

Jameson 

70c! £16.99 


Magners, Carling Cidre 

Bottles £1.25 Each 


Stella Cidre 

4 Cans 500ml £3.99 


Bulmers Hoi 7 

Black Cherry, Red Grape £1.85 Each 



THE FIREPLACE STUDIO 

AT SEDGLEY 

Fantastic Sale Offers Starts 
Friday 27th December at 10am 



Our carefully selected 
marble displays will truly 
amaze you. 

Many come complete 
with downlights and can 
be tailored to your own 
requirments. 

OUTSET LIVING 
FLAME AND RADIANT 
FIRES ALSO ON 
DISPLAY 


SPECIAL 
OFFER A 
Marble Fireplace with^ 
down lights with Gas 
or Electric Fire Only 

£649 

(inc. VAT) 



The Fireplace Studio 

Alderwood Precinct, Northway, Sedgley DY3 3QY 
(next to the Cabin Public House) 

01902 662796 


Opening Hours 
Mon-Sun 10-4 pm 
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Seven dwarfs get 
chop from panto 


Taxi drivers force a U-turn 


A TRIO of actors have 
conquered a numbers 
problem in their produc¬ 
tion of Snow White by 
deleting the roles of the 
seven dwarfs. Under a sto¬ 
ryline adapted by The 
Funtime Theatre for the 
classic pantomime, the 
seven characters have 
been captured by the 
Wicked Queen. 

“It is the only way we 
can perform the pan¬ 
tomime with so few 
people,” said actor Rachel 
Coleman, a former High 
Areal School student who 
set the company up with 
fellow actor Will Phipps. 
James Totney will also 
feature in their panto per¬ 
formance, which takes 
place at the Wacky Ware¬ 
house at the One and Two 
Halves in Joseph Street, 
Oldbury on Sunday at 
3pm. 

Spring tour plan 
at maternity unit 

VISITORS will be given 
an insight into maternity 
and neonatal services 
when bosses at Dudley 
Group NHS Foundation 
Trust provide a tour of the 
recently refurbished 
midwife-led unit. 

It takes place on March 
13. Places need to be 
booked on 01384 321124. 

Helpline to close 
for festive period 

A SERVICE providing 
lifts for people needing 
help to get to medical and 
dental appointments has 
announced its festive 
period closing times. 

Hagley Helpline will 
close its office at 12 noon 
on tomorrow, reopening 
on January 2. 


over white car colour rule 


TAXI drivers are celebrating a ‘landmark 
victory’ after overturning a rule forcing them 
to use only white-coloured private hire cabs. 

Dudley Council brought in the regulation for the single 
colour scheme to improve safety for residents in 2006 but 
the move has proved unpopular with the drivers. 

They have campaigned against the regulation, claiming 


Crooks'cash 
will help to 
fight crime 

CASH seized from criminals 
is being ploughed back into 
the community with more 
than £91,000 going to 
groups and initiatives. 

The money has been 
raised through the sale of 
assets under the Proceeds of 
Crime Act and is being 
invested into 15 schemes 
and organisations in the 
West Midlands. 

Schemes to receive money 
include a £13,000 retail 
radio digital upgrade for 
Dudley town centre and 
£10,000 for mobile phone 
bungee cords for distribu¬ 
tion by officers at events in 
Wolverhampton, where 
there have been reported 
thefts. 

The Haven Refuge has 
been awarded more than 
£1,000 to support its youth 
provision on a Welsh farm 
estate. A number of other 
schemes to help youngsters 
turn away from a life of 
crime have been supported. 


the rising cost of white- 
coloured cars was putting 
them out of business. 

At a meeting of Dudley 
Council’s taxis committee 
last week, councillors agreed 
to drop the colour rule. The 
change, coming into force in 
June, will also see new 
signage on side doors to 
identify the vehicles as taxis. 

Safety 

Shaz Saleem, chairman of 
Dudley Private Hire and 
Taxi Association, said: “It is 
a landmark decision. It has 
been a tough, long campaign 
and we are finally there. This 
is about keeping taxi drivers 
in business and raising 
public safety.” 

Mr Saleem, also managing 
director at Sedgley-based 
Beacon Taxis and Express 
Taxis in Halesowen, added: 
“Having to be in white cars 
is expensive for respraying 
and buying of the cars. The 
new signage will make it 
clear for customers on what 
is a taxi and what is not.” 

The decision marks a U- 
turn for the committee, 
which refused to amend the 
policy on March 13. 

Drivers took part in a go- 
slow protest through Dudley 
town centre as part of their 
campaign. 


Hello tiger! Big cats get to nose each other 



Male Sumatran tiger Joao, left, and female Daseep meet for the first time at Dudley Zoo, where there are high hopes 
the pair will mate as there are fewer than 140 Sumatran Tigers survive in the wild 


THEY rubbed noses as they said a 
friendly hello to each other for the first 
time. It is the start of a budding new 
relationship for rare Sumatran tigers 
Daseep and Joao at Dudley Zoo. 

Twenty-one-month-old male Joao, 
who arrived from Krefeld Zoo in 
Germany last month, has been slowly 
introduced to three-year-old Daseep at 
the internal dens over four weeks. 


But last week big cat keepers decided 
the time was right for their first proper 
meeting and it was a huge success with 
the tigers keen to get to know one 
another and explore their new sur¬ 
roundings in the Tecton enclosure. 

Keepers hope that if their relation¬ 
ship continues to blossom, they will be 
hearing the pitter-patter of little paws. 

Zoo head of media and communica¬ 


tions Jill Hitchman said: “The intro¬ 
duction went like a dream, we couldn’t 
have asked for better. “Since his arrival 
last month we’ve monitored Joao very 
closely and given the two of them 
plenty of space to get used to each other. 

“They both seem very comfortable 
with each other and are busy exploring 
the outdoor enclosure and den 
together.” 


Drug case 
judge asks 
man to show 
his accounts 

A SELF-EMPLOYED busi¬ 
nessman found with £1,100 
worth of cocaine and a set of 
scales in his car has been 
ordered to produce his 
accounts in court because a 
district judge suspects he 
may be a drug dealer. 

William Griffin, 26, of 
Market Street, Kingswin- 
ford, admitted having the 
cocaine, although he has not 
been charged with supplying 
the drug. 

Rehabilitation 

But District Judge 
Graham Wilkinson said the 
fact that a set of scales, two 
mobile phones and the 
cocaine were found by police 
in his car in Wordsley at 
6.25pm on September 13 led 
to the conclusion he may be 
dealing drugs. 

The judge also said the 
Driver and Vehicle Licens¬ 
ing Agency (DVLA) should 
be notified that Griffin was 
taking drugs and should not 
be behind the wheel of a car. 

Mr Dennis Dudley, 
defending, said: “His house 
was searched very thor¬ 
oughly but no drug para¬ 
phernalia was found.” 

Griffin had been attend¬ 
ing a drug rehabilitation 
programme but went back 
on drugs after being charged 
with robbery last year. 

The case against him had 
collapsed when the com¬ 
plainant said that a car he 
was accused of taking had 
already been stolen, said Mr 
Dudley. 

The judge said he wanted 
to see Griffin’s business 
accounts before he is sen¬ 
tenced on January 8. Griffin 
was allowed unconditional 
bail. 



/ / If any potential customer is reading this, save yourself a lot of 
m m time, don’t bother going anywhere else you will not beat this 
company for quality and value. Mr Powell, Tividale 


-> Windows 
Doors 

Conservatories 
■4 Garage Doors 
■4 Porches 
■4 Roofline Products 
■4 Window Repairs 


■4 Family Run Business 
■4 20 Years Experience 
■4 High Security Products 
■4 Visit Our Showroom 
■4 Firestone Rubber Roofs 
■4 Composite Doors 
■4 Free Quotation 
■4 No Obligation 

Pictures for illustration purposes only 


D. H . Windows Ltd. 

7 Brick Street, Scdgley DY3 I NT 


Telephone: 

01902 

662511 


^thebestof Wolverhampton) 


PlIMNUION 



FENSA 
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PLAY BOX NURSERY 

THE PLACE WHERE CHILDREN LEARN TO PLAY AND PLAY TO LEARN 


A successful Kingswinford 
Nursery is looking forward to 
2014 more than most. This is 
because in January they will 
be celebrating the opening of 
their third setting in the area 
offering even more children 
the opportunity to ‘Learn to 
play and play to learn’. 

Play Box Nursery first arrived in 
Kingswinford in 1998 with the opening of 
their first nursery situated in the Pensnett 
Estate quickly establishing itself as one of 
the most popular nurseries in 
the area. 



saw the openiS^fi*lff 6$PP?e -School 


situated at Wall Heath Community Centre 
which offers morning sessions on a Monday 
to Friday for 2-4 year olds. 



headed by owniP^^fefeflSSM?? and her son 


Rob Mason along with managers Lianne Hayes 
and Naomi Paterson who have a wealth of 
experience over the Early Years Foundation 
Stage. They have overseen the growth of the 
business over the years which now sees them 
employing nineteen staff with the view to 
employing more people at the new site. 

FREE CHILDCARE 

Debbie commented “Nursery Education 
Funding offers up to 15 hours free childcare 
for children aged between 3 and 4 and we are 
delighted to be able to offer parents in the 
area another site to consider bringing their 


children to. 

The new nursery will be open from 7am 
to 6pm Monday to Friday catering for 0 to 
5 year olds which means we can be flexible 
with our childcare. We can cater for parents 
who work on shift patterns and due to our 
close proximity to Russells Hall Hospital this 
will be ideal for hospital staff as well as other 
people who do not work set hours every week. 



House, High St£^y£Ri$©]fftnford, opposite 
T.Wall Garages and will be managed 
by Rob who is looking forward to their 
new venture “It has been a race against 
time to get the building up to our normal 
standards but all the hard work has paid 
off and early January 2014 will see our 
first children arrive. We are able to offer a 
good variety of education and care as we will 



Sensory Room 


have a Baby Room, Toddler Room, 
Pre-School Room, Physical Room, Creative 
Room and Sensory Room. We will also have 
an outside play area ready by Spring.” 

NEW NURSERY 

The Play Box motto has always been 
“The place where children Learn to Play and 
Play to Learn” and this will continue more 
than ever next year with the opening of the 
new nursery. 

For further information on vacancies you 
can contact Rob on 01384 835535 or email 
him at enquiries@playboxnurseries.co.uk 



OPENING JANUARY 2o<4 AT 

MAPLE. HOUSE, HIGH STREET, 
KINGSWINFORD, 0Y6 eXD 

15 HOURS FREE FOR 3 YEARS+ 

0(364 835535 / 0795* 86249* 
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Hair Stybt 


The Businesses on 
this page would 
like to Wish 
this Years' 
Customers. 


Next Years 
Potential 
Customers 
a Merry 
Christmas 


SUMMERHILl 

Bothrootfns 


CUD^Y^EI/COYSTl 
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NEWS 


Roof firm pair 
guilty of preying 
on retired couple 


THEY preyed on a retired 
couple, using aggressive sales 
tactics to get them to sign up 
to work costing almost £3,000. 

Their victims were pressured to put 
their signature to paper and told if they 
did not do so immediately then they 
would lose a discount totalling thou¬ 
sands of pounds. 

The work they offered came with a 
promise that painting the roof would 
reduce a loss in heating of up to 40 per 
cent - but neither the salesman or 
company boss could prove the figure was 
correct. 

Last week boss Edward Hogan and 
salesman Stewart Fawke, from Roof- 
guard Protective Coatings Limited, 
were together found guilty of 12 charges 
after a trial at Dudley Magistrates’ 
Court. 

Coercion 

The pair were caught when trading 
standards officers from Dudley Council 
turned up at the home of the victims in 
Halesowen as the company began 
£2,883 worth of work. 

Finding them guilty, Mrs Anne Robin¬ 
son, chairman of the bench, said: “We 
find that the sales process as a whole 
together with the disparity between 
quoted costs of works a deliberate, well 
orchestrated course of action designed 
to exert undue influence, coercion and 
harassment.” 

The trial heard how Fawke, aged 46, 
of Shirley Road, Birmingham, had 
visited the couple’s address and shown a 
leaflet and DVD which made a claim 
that the paint could save up to 40 per 
cent heat loss. He quoted them a price of 
£5,115. But he then dropped the price to 
£2,883. 

Mrs Robinson said: “The quotation 



Officers may 
have to film 
stop search 
procedures 


Company boss Eddie Hogan, left, and sales¬ 
man Stewart Fawke leaving court in Dudley 

gave misleading and false information 
designed to induce the customer to sign the 
contract immediately.” 

The trial heard how Hogan, 56, of Chapel 
Street in Derby, was responsible for the leaflet, 
as owner of the company. In interview, he said 
he relied on information given by the roof 
product supplier. 

Fawke was found guilty of two charges of 
fraud by false representation. Hogan was found 
guilty of two counts aiding and abetting a dis¬ 
honest failure to disclose information. 

The pair were found guilty of three counts of 
engaging in a commercial practice which is a 
misleading action containing false information 
and one count of engaging in a commercial 
practice which was aggressive. 

Both were cleared on one charge of engaging 
in a commercial practice which is a misleading 
action containing false information. 

The firm, based in Derby, 
was found guilty of two 
counts of fraud by false rep¬ 
resentation, three counts 
engaging in a commercial 
practice which is a mislead¬ 
ing action containing false 
information and three 
counts of engaging in a com¬ 
mercial practice which was 
aggressive. 

The firm had entered a 
guilty plea on one charge of 
engaging in a commercial 
practice which is a mislead¬ 
ing action containing false 
information. 

Sentencing is due on Feb¬ 
ruary 25. 

Tributes to 
community 
fundraiser 


OFFICERS could be made to wear cameras to 
monitor how they carry out controversial stop-and- 
search procedures as part of new proposals being con¬ 
sidered by West Midlands Police. 

The public are being asked for their views on a number of 
new proposals aimed at improving the force’s relationship 
with residents and boosting h . , -- _ 
its reputation. U b Y Tom Mason 


Trust 

Other proposals include 
mandatory stop-and- search 
training for all frontline 
police officers, a social 
media campaign informing 
people about their rights 
and greater use of stop-and- 
search scrutiny panels. 

Police and Crime Com¬ 
missioner for the West Mid¬ 
lands Bob Jones said: “The 
power of stop- and-search is 
a controversial issue for our 
police officers. 

“Many communities 
support stop-and-search as 
they believe it has a key role 
in intercepting people carry¬ 
ing knives, guns and stolen 
goods. 

“On the other hand if it’s 
done badly it can, very 
much, undermine relation¬ 
ships and the trust of the 


community if they believe 
it’s done for the wrong 
reasons at the wrong time.” 

Under proposals a new 
website will be set up to log 
every stop-and-search 
carried out by officers, with 
anyone made subject to a 
search given a reference 
number to find their details 
online. 

The website will allow 
people to see where and 
when stop-and-searches 
have taken place. 

Crime level data could 
also be listed, allowing 
people to compare the rate of 
stop-and-search checks with 
the number of offences. 

The deadline for response 
to the plan is tomorrow. 

The survey is available on 
the Police and Crime Com¬ 
missioner’s website. 



Fundraiser Kenneth Peel 

TRIBUTES have been paid 
to popular community figure 
and fundraiser Kenneth 
Peel, who has died aged 77. 

He raised money for 
Wolverhampton Coronary 
After Care Support Group 
and St Thomas’s Commu¬ 
nity Network, a charity 
learning centre in Dudley. 

The West Bromwich 
Albion fan was also company 
secretary for AFR Godfrey 
Ltd and liquidators assis¬ 
tant at Muras Baker and 
Jones. 

He leaves his wife of 48 
years, Valerie Peel, 70. They 
had lived in Wolverhampton 
for more than 30 years. 


New skills help apprentices prosper 


YOUNG apprentices have scooped honours to cele¬ 
brate gaining new skills on the first step of their 
new careers. 

They were given their chance by Dudley-based 
engineering firm Beck Prosper Ltd, which hosted 
the training scheme. 

A range of skills in team leadership, customer 
service and business administration were taught 
during the course. The students also discovered 
more about a career in the engineering industry as 
part of the project. 

College 

It was run jointly by Performance Through 
People training provider, Halesowen College and 
Lean Engineering and Manufacturing Academy 
Academy. 

Among those who took a starring role was Russell 
Dean and Verity Lees. 

She said: “It was a fantastic opportunity to be 
able to undertake the Diploma in Customer Service, 
and we have to give our thanks to our assessor Sue 
Mills from Performance through People, who was 
fantastic throughout, we would never have made it 
without her.” 

Chris Morris, Training Manager at Beck Prosper, 
told the apprentices: “I know you are all proud of 
your qualification achievements, and I know how 
challenging some of you found them. 

“I know from experience how daunting it can be 
to go back into educationbut you have done it and 
this award is a chance for me, your managers and 
your tutors to reflect their pride in you.” 



From left to right, back, Russell Dean, Dean Longden, Luke Smith, Managing Director Martin 
Boulter, Aaron Boffey, Nicole Pemberton, Craig Cooper, Ross Webb, Alan Simpson, Louise 
McColgan, Laura Underhill, Michaela Samuel, and Verity Lees 



n,000,000 WORTH OF SHOWROOM 0 WAREHOOSE STOCK DRASTICALLY REDOCED IN PRICE! 


Largest selection of sofas and armchairs ^ BIG . IN . BEDS S Over 70 different types of beds and mattresses 
in the area - all at rock bottom prices! I DIRECT FROM OUR FACTORY | direct from our factory to suit every need! 




Bari 

Leather 3 seater and 
2 seater sofa in black or brown 

Was &¥& £599 the pair 


Saski 

corner unit 
with attractive 
scatter 
cushions 
Was £799" 

£399 


Pisa 

large recliner sofas 

3 seater was£799" £479 SAVE £320 
2 seater was£69?- £399 SAVE £300 
Recliner was£49? £299 SAVE £200 



70 % 




You will not find better 
value for money 
anywhere in the country! 



"HI 




Large Roma sofas mgrgn 

in leather black or 
brown 
Was £59? 

£239 

Milano 

traditional Italian 3+2 seater sofas 
choice of 
colours I 
Was £4799 

£899 

the pair 


Airsprung quality 
guest bed 

Single extends to * 
double or 2 single 
beds (including base 
and mattress) 

Was £479 

£197.34 


Cambridge 

black metal and chrome quality 
double bed frame (mattress extra) 
Was £359 £147.60 
Also available as king size £177.60 


Worcester 

extra value divan set complete with mattress. 

Small single was £99'£49.50 
Small double was £179"^ 

£89.50 

Other sizes available 
Optional drawers 
available too 

Rustic pine 

single bedframe set with 
quality damask airsprung 
quilted mattress 
Was £769 

Complete £99 

Lexus 

lift up ottoman storage divan frame with heavy 
duty metal frame upholstered in faux leather 

Single was £299 £179 
Double was £372 £199^ 

King was £415 £249 






"S 75% OFF OCCASIONAL ITEMS 

Huge range of mirrors, bar stools, lamps, pictures, coffee tables etc. 


liTrgnfL 0 1 


Half Price orthopaedic I 
or memory foam 
mattress when ordering with this bedframe 

Cleo 

sofa bed clic clac 
in fabric or faux 
leather 

Was £398- £119 

Melissa 

cabin bed with base 
cupboards and 
drawers complete 
with pink or blue 
quality mattress 
Was £390 £195 

Silver metal frame midi sleeper 

complete with airsprung quality quilted 
mattress. Was£J97 £156.80 




B|C 


OPENING HOURS: 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 10AM-6PM 
SUNDAY 11AM-5PM 


mi © 


PICTURES FOR GUIDANCE ONLY 


BATTERSEA FURNITURE CITY NEW STORE NOW OPEN AT 

255-259 QUEENSTOWN ROAD bfc furniture factory outlet 

BATTERSEA, LONDON SW8 3NP unit 4, the junction, wembley stadium 

TEL: 020 7627 8313 RETA|L park, engineers way, wembley HA9 oeg 

www.bfcfurnituregroup.com TEL: 020 3638 0198 
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60a Manor Park, Kingswinford, West Midlands, DY6 8AG 
www.selectsalesandlettings.com 


REVIEW 


it's squeaky fun time 
with crazy Joe in the 
Grand’s fabulous panto 



Curtain call or curtain fall? Joe Pasquale gets in a tangle as Muddles in the Grand’s pantomime Sleeping Beauty 


Sleeping Beauty, 
Wolverhampton Grand 
SLEEPING Beauty ticks all 
the boxes for panto fun... a 
beautiful princess, a hand¬ 
some prince, a king, a queen, 
a couple of faeries and, best 
of all, clown prince of 
comedy Joe Pasquale. 

The Grand’s 119th birthday could 
hardly have been celebrated in better 
style than having the theatre packed 
with a family audience laughing at 
the madcap antics of anarchic Joe in a 
glittering, action-packed pantomime. 

Giggles 

Make no mistake, Joe as Muddles is 
the star of the show, merciless in his 
wind-ups of the other actors as he 
goes eyeball to eyeball with them to 
provoke fits of giggles, creating his 
own turkey-suited superhero and 
even getting stuck to and elevated by 
the stage curtain. 

There is some plot stuff about him 
being unable to tell the Princess 
Beauty that he loves her - the love 
that dare not squeak it’s name? - but 
it’s all just an excuse for Pasquale to 
do what he does so well, being very 
daft indeed. 

An unfortunate accident with a 
sharp screw and a revolving chair 
takes his high voice to chipmunk 
levels, and he leaves the stage to tease 
the front row before falling into the 
orchestra pit. But he is probably at his 
best reacting to the children brought 
onto the stage for the inevitable 
Music Man finale. 

It’s no one man show though, fine 
support comes from dazzling Dame 
Ceri Dupree as Queen Passionella, 


sporting increasingly bizarre gowns 
that not even Lady Gaga could top. 
My favourite was the one that, rather 
than just the feathers, appeared to 
have put an entire ostrich on top of 
her head, though the glitterball gown 
was pretty spectacular. 

Dupree even came on as Lady Gaga 
at one point but the impression of 
Tina Turner was more impressive. 
And despite Craig Revel-Horwood 
having dibs on the saying, Dupree 
made the word ‘faaaaabulous’ her 
own catchphrase. 

Former Coronation Street actress 
Lucy Evans and Oliver Watton from 
Hollyoaks, make a pleasant pairing as 
Princess Beauty and Prince Daniel. 
Poor Oliver will be a stone heavier by 
the end of the run if Pasquale keeps 
stuffing his face with chocolate bars. 

Wendy Somerville as evil fairy 
Carabosse and Michael Peluso as her 
green-skinned sidekick son Slimeball 
are very hissable. 

Robyn Mellor as the good fairy 
Enchantress has the best song, 
Wicked’s Defying Gravity, during 
which Pasquale does indeed defy 
gravity on a flying motorbike over the 
heads of audience members in the 
stalls, on his way to save the princess 
sent to sleep by pricking her finger on 
a cursed spinning wheel. It is an 
impressive effect using similar tech¬ 
nology to the flying car in stage ver¬ 
sions of Chitty Chitty Bang Bang. 

Certainly no one in the audience 
will be sleeping during Sleeping 
Beauty, not only will the very loud live 
band keep them awake, so will the 
gales of laughter sparked by 
Pasquale’s foolery. 

Sleeping Beauty continues at the 
Grand until January 18. 

Leon Burakowski 



Coronation Street actress Lucy Evans 
as Princess Beauty in Sleeping Beauty 
at Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre 
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Did you know that, 80% of 
our customers are retired? 
Find out why they trust us 
for yourselves... 

40% OFF 

Doors and Drawers 
Before 31st December 


PLUS 10% OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

Book your no obligation Quote Today! 

0121 550 4821 or 07726104200 

Offers cannot be combined 


All types of 
Flooring supplied 
and Wet Wall 
Solutions for 
Bathrooms 

Range of 
Kitchens, 
Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit 
all budgets 


OVER 100 DOOR 
STYLES AVAILABLE IN 
ALL COLOURS. 

WORKTOPS AVAILABLE 
STANDARD, QUARTZ 
EN CORE AND WOO D. 

ALL CABINETS 
AND WARDROBES 
BESPOKE MADE TO 
MEASURE SIZES 


No False Promises! No PresSUVJS! 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 




'We 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our customers 
the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

THE GUILD 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

have customers who would be more than happy to 
show you the excellent standard of work' _I 



Appliances: Neff, 
Bosch, Rangemaster, 
Belling, Baumatic, 
Hotpoint, Stoves and 
many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year 
Guarantee 

What our customers say! 

“...it looks like a palace...” 
“...definitely recommend 
‘Quality Kitchens’ to our 
friends and family...” 
“...totally professional from 
beginning to end...” 


Homeowners... 

Looking to sen? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning 
results for a minimum outlay 

Just moued in? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, 
bedroom or bathroom and allow us to show your home's true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to 


CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTI 

www.qkm.org.uk WE WILL NOT LET YOU DOWN!! 


The largest working Luce 

CHRISTMAS 

kitchen in the Midlands 

OPENING HOURS 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

Closed 23rd - 26th Dec 

27th, 28th, 30th, 31st Dec 

Tel: 0121 550 4821 

10am -2pm 

Mobile: 07726 104200 

Re - Open 2nd Jan 

Oak Lodge Building, Furnace Hill, Halesowen, B63 3LZ 

Normal Opening Hours 
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Lifestyle 

Windows 

of Kingswinford 

“Trcide/men not Salesmen” 


> Windows 

> Doors 

> Conservatories 

> Fascias 

> Guttering 


FENSA 


l*11KINC,fOVM 



g Q| || 


> 10,000 local installations available for viewing - please ask 

> Call us to find out why so many people choose Lifestyle 
Windows or visit our website www.lifestylewindows.co 

> Phone for a free quote and speak to Dave or Mark - 
deal direct with the owners 

> No sales reps, no sub contractors 


Kingswinford Fascias 
Part of the Windows Group 


Kingswinford Window Doctor 
2011 Range of Doors Now Available 


J 





'NOT 

your fault? 


Your claim 
will be handled 
by friendly 
specialist 
solicitors who 
are local to you. 


ty/idd/eton c Dummc 


FREE HOME 
0121 544 


VISITS 

4788 


Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 

High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, Worley, West Midlands B69 4QX 



Edward is forced to 
make a confession in 
Holby City, 8.00pm 

6.00 Breakfast 9.00 The Gruffalo 
,$1^ (R) 9.30 A CBeebies Christmas 

Carol Adaptation of the Charles 
Dickens novel. 10.10 Sarah & 
Duck: Christmas Special 10.20 
FILM: The Santa Clause 3: The 
Escape Clause (2006) Christmas 
fantasy comedy sequel, starring 
Tim Allen. ★★★ 11.45 Only Fools 
and Horses Part two of two. The 
Trotters arrive in America. (R) 1.10 
BBC News 1.20 Regional News; 
Weather. 1.30 FILM: The 
Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe 
(2005) Four children discover a 
secret entrance to a mystical land 
that an evil witch has cursed with 
perpetual winter. Fantasy adventure, 
starring Tilda Swinton and Georgie 
Henley.. ★★★ 


Jo Brand Phill fupitus 
and Brendan O’Carroll 
feature in QI XL, 9.00pm 

6.00 This Is BBC 2 6.50 Natural 
World: Animal House (R) 7.50 
FILM: Herbie Rides Again (1974) 

Disney comedy sequel, starring 
Helen Hayes. ★★★ 9.15 

Westminster Abbey The choir 
prepares to sing at a papal Mass in 
St Peter’s Basilica, Rome. (R) 10.15 
FILM: An American in Paris (1951) 
Romantic musical, starring Gene 
Kelly and Leslie Caron. ★★★★ 
12.05 FILM: Splash! (1984) 
Romantic fantasy comedy, with Tom 
Hanks and Daryl Hannah. ★★★ 
1.50 FILM: Guys and Dolls (1955) 
A gambler tries to win the heart of a 
Salvation Army member, while his 
friend searches for somewhere to 
hold an illegal dice game. Musical, 
with Frank Sinatra and Marlon 
Brando. ★★★★ 


Priya tells David to call 
off the wedding in 
Emmerdale, 7.00pm 

6.00 Daybreak 8.30 Lorraine 9.25 
FILM: The Christmas Takeover 
(1998) A cold-hearted toy tycoon 
goes to the North Pole to drive 
Santa out of business, only to have 
a crisis of conscience. Comedy 
drama, starring Harry Hamlin and 
William Hootkins. ★★ 11.30 
Catchphrase Revival of the game 
show, hosted by Stephen Mulhern. 
(R) 12.15 ITV News and Weather 
12.30 Let’s Do Christmas with 
Gino & Mel With singer Billy Ocean. 
Last in the series. 1.30 Steppin’ Out 
with Katherine Jenkins A cabaret 
show with the classical singer and 
celebrity guests. (R) 2.45 Gary 
Barlow: Journey to Afghanistan 
The X Factor judge performs a 
concert for British troops at Camp 
Bastion. (R) 


Chris O’Dowd, The IT 
Crowd Special: The 
Internet Is Coming, 9.00pm 

6.20 Wilde Stories Animated 
version of The Selfish Giant. (R) 
6.50 Wilde Stories (R) 7.15 The 
Bear Animation based on the 
Raymond Briggs tale. (R) 7.45 
FILM: The Nativity Story (2006) 
Biblical drama, starring Keisha 
Castle-Hughes. ★★ 9.45 The Big 
Bang Theory Amy and Penny use 
Bernadette to spy on Leonard and 
Priya. (R) 10.15 The Big Bang 
Theory (R) 10.40 The Simpsons 
The family spends Christmas on a 
ranch. (R) 11.10 The Simpsons (R) 
11.40 The Simpsons (R) 12.10 
Deal or No Deal: Ideal Christmas 
Noel Edmonds hosts a festive- 
themed edition. 1.10 FILM: It’s a 
Wonderful Life (1946) Fantasy 
drama, starring James Stewart, 
(b/w) ★★★★ 


Ashley Maddocks, Eddie 
Stobart: 12 Days of 
Christmas, 8.00pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Chinese 
Food in Minutes Oriental cooking. 
(R) 10.05 The Dog Rescuers A 

Grimsby inspector finds two 
puppies locked in a dirty bathroom. 
(R) 10.40 World’s Strongest Man 
2013: Qualifiers James Richardson 
presents action from the Giants Live 
Series event in Norway, which was 
the fourth qualifier for the World’s 
Strongest Man heats. (R) 11.40 
Eddie Stobart’s Christmas 
Cracker The truckers deliver a 
consignment of reindeer for a 
Christmas parade. (R) 12.40 FILM: 
Clash of the Titans (1981) A hero 
of ancient Greece journeys into the 
underworld to save a princess from 
being sacrificed to a sea monster. 
Mythical adventure, starring Harry 
Hamlin and Laurence Olivier. ★★★ 


3.40 Toy Story 2 (1999) 

Animated sequel, with 
the voice of Tom Hanks. 

★★★★ 

5.10 Shrek the Halls Festive 
animated short, starring 
the lovable ogre. (R) 

5.35 BBC News 

5.50 Midlands Today; 

Weather. 

5.55 Finding Nemo 

(2003) Animated 
adventure, with the 
voices of Albert Brooks 
and Ellen DeGeneres. 

★★★★ 

7.30 EastEnders A defiant 
David resists Janine’s plea 
to drop his blackmail plan, 
and Joey is optimistic as 
Alice’s hearing arrives. Alfie 
and Kat bid an emotional 
farewell to the Queen Vic. 

8.00 Holby City Edward is 
forced to make a 
confession about Mary- 
Claire, Zosia is determined 
not to let her father back 
into her life, and Mo tries to 
pluck up the courage to 
ask Mr Thompson out. 
9.00 Last Tango in Halifax 
Gillian worries about the 
fallout from her confession 
and Kate is rushed- to 
hospital. Caroline’s 
emotions are in turmoil as 
Celia and Alan’s wedding 
day dawns. Last in {he 
series. 

10.00 Not Going Out 
Christmas Special Lee 

invites Lucy and her 
parents to join him and 
Daisy to spend Christmas 
in a cosy old country house 
that used to belong to his 
aunt - but they soon sense 
a spooky presence. 
10.450 utnumbered 
Christmas special from 
2012. The Brockmans 
throw a party, but Karen is 
too busy chatting online, 
Jake has fallen in with a 
bad crowd and the less 
said about the guests the 
better; (R) National Lottery 
Update 

11.30 BBC News; Weather. 
11.45Westminster Abbey: 

The First Eucharist of 
Christmas t Live service 
from Westminster Abbey in 
London, led by the Very 
Rev John Hall. Carols 
include"-0 Come, All Ye 
Faithful, Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing and 0 Little 
Town of Bethlehem. 

1.05 FILM: Protocol (1984) 

Comedy, with Goldie Hawn and 

Chris Sarandon. ★★★ 2.35 

Weatherview 2.40 BBC News 


4.15 Fantasia (1940) 

Premiere. Animated 
anthology, set to 
famous pieces of 
classical music. ★★★★ 

6.15 Carols from King’s 
Music and readings from 
the Chapel of King’s 
College, Cambridge, 
including the carols Once 
in Royal David’s City, 0 
Little Town of Bethlehem 
and God Rest Ye Merry, 
Gentlemen. 

7.30 The Perfect 

Morecambe & Wise 
Christmas Special A 

selection of classic clips 
from the duo’s festive BBC 
specials, including Angela 
Rippon coming out from 
behind the news desk and 
Andre Previn being shown 
howto play Grieg. 

8.00 Victoria Wood’s 
Midlife Christmas A 
festive special from 2009 
that attempts to cram a 
night’s Christmas viewing 
into an hour. Highlights 
include the Midlife 
Olympics 2009, popular 
costume drama Lark Pies 
to Cranchesterford and the 
adventures of soap star Bo 
Beaumont. (R) 

9.00 01 XL Stephen Fry hosts a 
festive edition of the 
comedy quiz, with Jo 
Brand, Phill Jupitus, 
Brendan O’Carroll and 
Alan Davies answering 
questions on the theme of 
Kris Kringle. 

9.45 Mel Smith: I’ve Sort of 
Done Things A 

celebration of the life and 
career of the actor, writer 
and director, who died in 
July at the age of 60. With 
contributions by Griff Rhys 
Jones, John Lloyd and 
Richard Curtis. 

10.45 Comedy Connections 

The story of how Mel Smith 
and Griff Rhys Jones 
collaborated to create one 
of the most successful and 
influential partnerships in 
comedy history. (R) 
11.25The Awakening 
(2011 ) An investigator 
of supernatural hoaxes 
has her sceptical bqliqfs 
challenged when she is 
summoned to a 
haunting at a boarding 
school. Horror, starring 
Rebecca Hall and 
Dominic West. ★★★ 

1.05 FILM: The Spiral Staircase 

(1945) Period thriller, starring 

Dorothy McGuire, (b/w) ★★★ 2.30 

This Is BBC 2 


3.45 Fast Freddie, the 
Widow and Me Drama, 
starring Laurence Fox and 
Sarah Smart. (R) 

5.15 The Nation’s Favourite 
Christmas Song A 

countdown of the top 20 
festive tunes. (R) 

6.45 ITV News and Weather 
7.00 Emmerdale An emotional 

Priya tells David she wants 
him to call off the wedding 
and be a proper family with 
her and the baby. Megan 
packs her bags to leave 
after Declan lashes out 
again. 

7.30 You’ve Been Framed! 
At Christmas Harry Hill 
narrates a festive and 
comical selection of 
mishaps filmed by viewers, 
featuring a kid wrestling a 
Christmas tree and the 
world’s most terrifying 
present. 

8.00 Midsomer Murders 

New series. Return of the 
long-running detective 
drama, starring Neil 
Dudgeon. It’s a time of joy 
and happiness in Midsomer 
for once - Christmas is 
coming, and DCI Barnaby 
and his wife Sarah (Fiona 
Dolman) are soon to 
become parents. But the 
festive mood changes 
when a man is stabbed to 
death with an antique 
sword during a ghost¬ 
hunting party at a spooky 
manor house in Morton 
Shallows. Is blacksmith’s 
daughter Rose Wilton 
seeking revenge from 
beyond the grave, or will 
Barnaby and new sidekick 
DS Charlie Nelson (Gwilym 
Lee) find a more earthly 
motive behind the murder? 
10.00 ITV News at Ten and 
Weather 

10.15 Christmas Carols on 

ITV Aled Jones presents 
an evening of festive 
performances from St 
Michael the Archangel 
Church in the village of 
Kirkby Malham, North 
Yorkshire. 

ll.lSCouples Retreat 
(2009) Four couples 
sign up for relationship 
therapy on a tropical 
island, but the treatment 
only serves to drive 
them apart. Comedy, 
starring Vince Vaughn, 
Malin Akerman and Jon 
Favreau. ★★ 

1.15 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA 

2.00 ITV Nightscreen 5.05 The 

Jeremy Kyle Show (R) 


3.50 The Grinch (2000) 

Fantasy comedy, 
starring Jim Carrey. 

★★★ 

6.00 The Simpsons Featuring 
a parody of Michael Bay’s 
Transformers. (R) 

6.25 Hollyoaks Grace urg 
Trevor to push ahead 
his malicious plans 
Mercedes. 

6.55 Channel 4 News 
7.00 4thought.tv How 
Christmas is perceived by 
those who do not celebrate 
it. 

7.05 Ice Age: A Mammoth 
Christmas Festive spin¬ 
off of the animated films. 
Sid the sloth tries to redeem 
himself after accidentally 
ruining one of Manny the 
mammoth’s Christmas 
traditions. (R) 

7.30 The Snowman and the 
Snowdog Animated 
sequel to classic festive 
tale The Snowman, in 
which a boy’s snowman 
and snowdog magically 
come to life and take him 
on an adventure to the 
North Pole. (R) l 
8.05 Big Fat Gypsy 
Weddings: Carols and 
Caravans Following the 
Christmas celebrations of 
the travelling community, 
including an escape to the 
sun in Tenerife, a festive 
18th birthday party and a 
spectacular winter 
wedding. (R) 

9.00 The IT Crowd Special: 
The Internet Is Coming 

Roy and Jen’s reputations 
are put at risk in the final 
episode when an incident 
involving spilt coffee and a 
homeless person ends up 
on the internet. Comedy, 
starring Chris O’Dowd. Part 
of The IT Crowd Night. (R) 
10.00 The IT Crowd Manual 
Behind the scenes of the 
comedy. 

11.05 The IT Crowd: The 
Fans’ Favourite 
Episode A people’s 
choice episode. (R) 

11.35The IT Crowd: The 
Writer’s Favourite 
Episode Graham 
Linehan’s favourite chapter 
for the gang. (R) 

12.10 The Inbetweeners (R) 12.40 
The Inbetweeners (R) 1.10 The 
Inbetweeners (R) 1.35 The 

Inbetweeners (R) 2.05 FILM: 
Idiocracy (2006) ★★★ 3.25 90210 
4.05 Suburgatory 4.30 
Suburgatory 4.50 Suburgatory 
5.15 A Place in the Sun: Winter 
Sun (R) 


3.00 Dirty Rotten 
Scoundrels (1988) 

Comedy, starring 
Michael Caine and 
Steve Martin. ★★★ 

5.10 Scrooge - A 
Christmas Carol 
( 1951 ) A hard-hearted 
skinflint is taught the 
error of his ways by a 
succession of spectral 
visitors. Adaptation of 
Charles Dickens’ A 
Christmas Carol, with 
Alastair Sim and Mervyn 
Johns. ★★★★ 

7.00 Eddie Stobart: 12 Days 
of Christmas A 

compilation of the most 
memorable festive 
moments from the series 
following the haulage 
company, featuring 
workers battling the 
elements, the traffic and 
the Christmas rush; 5 News 
Update 

8.00 The Muppets and Lady 
Gaga at Christmas The 

pop superstar joins forces 
with the furry gang of 
puppets for 

an entertainment 
extravaganza, performing 
seasonal favourites and 
her own hits. She sings 
duets with Kermit the Frog, 
musician Elton John, actor 
Joseph Gordon-Levitt and 
drag artist RuPaul, while 
Forgetting Sarah Marshall 
star Kristen Bell appears in 
a sketch alongside the 
Muppets and Lady Gaga; 
(R) 5 News at 9 

9.10 Greatest Ever 
Christmas Movies 

Countdown of the best 
festive films, from White 
Christmas and It’s a 
Wonderful Life to Bad 
Santa and Elf. Gremlins 
star Zach Galligan and 
Miracle on 34th Street’s 
Mara Wilson talk about 
their experiences making 
their movies, while Aled 
Jones reveals that he 
hadn’t even seen classic 
animation The Snowman 
until 10 years ago - despite 
having a hit in 1985 with a 
version of its famous song 
Walking in the Air. Featuring 
contributiejns by Ollie 
Locke, Stacey Solomon, 
Joe Swash and Eamonn 
Holmes. 

12.05 Britain’s Craziest Christmas 
Lights (R) 1.05 SuperCasino 3.05 
Blackpool Lights 3.55 House 
Doctor (R) 4.20 House Doctor (R) 
4.45 Great Artists (R) 5.10 Nick’s 
Quest (R) 5.35 Wildlife SOS (R) 
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BBC 1 


■ 

BBC 2 

■ 

1 

ITV 

■ 

Ch4 

■ 

Ch5 



Michael McIntyre’s 
Showtime, from the 02 in 
London, 10.05pm 

A 6.00 Breakfast Headlines and 

Js, business news. 9.00 The Gruffalo’s 

Child Animated sequel, with the 
voice of Robbie Coltrane. (R) 9.25 
The Madagascar Penguins in a 
Christmas Caper (R) 9.40 Old 
Jack’s Boat: The Christmas Quest 
Jack’s search for three Christmas 
gifts. 10.00 Christmas Day: Live 
from Westminster Abbey 
Traditional morning service. 11.00 
FILM: Chicken Run (2000) 
Animated comedy, with the voices 
of Mel Gibson and Julia Sawalha. 
★★★ 12.20 BBC News; Weather. 
12.30 FILM: The Princess and the 
Frog (2009) Disney animated 
musical fantasy, with the voice of 
Anika Noni Rose. ★★★ 2.00 Top of 
the Pops Christmas $he year’s 
most successful chart acts. 



Actor Mark Gatiss 
presents MR fames: 
Ghost Writer, 10.05pm 

6.00 This Is BBC 2 6.20 Natural 
World: The Real Jungle Book Bear 

India’s sloth bear, the inspiration for 
The Jungle Book’s Baloo. (R) 7.20 
FILM: Herbie Goes Bananas 
(1980) Disney adventure, starring 
Cloris Leachman. ★★ 8.50 FILM: 
The Red Shoes (1948) Oscar- 
winning drama, with Moira Shearer. 
★★★★ 11.00 Carols from King’s 
Music and readingsfrom the Chapel 
of King’s College, Cambridge. (R) 
12.15 Music of the Monarchy with 
David Starkey A selection of full- 
length royal classics. 1.20 Swingin’ 
Christmas Festive music by the 
John Wilson Orchestra. (R) 2.45 
The Perfect Morecambe & Wise 
Christmas Special A selection of 
classic clips from the duo’s festive 
BBC specials. (R) 



Nick flies into a rage 
and slaps Leanne in 
Coronation Street, 7.30pm 

6.00 CITV: Babar and the 
Adventures of Badou. (R) 6.10 Dino 
Dan (R) 6.25 Dino Dan (R) 6.40 
Sooty (R) 6.50 Bookaboo (R) 7.05 
Horrid Henry (R) 7.20 Almost 
Naked Animals (R) 7.40 Almost 
Naked Animals (R) 7.55 Bottom 
Knocker Street 8.10 Bottom 
Knocker Street 8.25 Dinner Date 
(R) 9.25 FILM: Santa Claus: The 
Movie (1985) Family fantasy 
adventure, starring Dudley Moore. 
★★ 11.25 The Chase: Celebrity 
Special (R) 12.30 The Big 
Christmas Reunion (R) 1.30 
You’ve Been Framed! At 
Christmas (R) 2.00 River Deep 
Mountain High: James Nesbitt in 
New Zealand James Nesbitt travels 
from the tip of the North Island down 
to the South. 



David Dickinson, Alan 
Carr: Chatty Man 
Christmas Special, 9.30pm 

6.10 Ivor the Invisible (R) 6.35 
Prep & Landing (R) 7.00 Famous 
Fred (R) 7.25 Little Wolf’s Book of 
Badness (R) 7.55 Olive, the Other 
Reindeer (R) 8.50 FILM: James 
and the Giant Peach (1996) ★★★ 
10.25 FILM: Horton Hears a Who! 
(2008) ★★★ 12.05 The Big Bang 
Theory Bernadette receives her 
PhD. (R) 12.35 The Big Bang 
Theory Sheldon re-evaluates the 
time he spends with Amy. 1.05 The 
Simpsons Homer plays Santa. (R) 
1.40 The Snowman Animated 
adventure, based on Raymond 
Briggs’ festive tale. (R) 2.10 The 
Snowman and the Snowdog 
Animated sequel to classic festive 
tale The Snowman. (R) 2.45 The 
/Simpsons Bart destroys the 
family’s Christmas presents. (R) 



Noddy Holder narrates 
Britain’s Craziest 
Christmas Lights, 7.30pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.05 FILM: 
Scrooge (1970) A miserly man is 
taught the error of his ways by a 
host of spectral visitors. Musical 
adaptation of Charles Dickens’ A 
Christmas Carol, starring Albert 
Finney and Alec Guinness. ★★★ 
10.15 FILM: Gone with the Wind 
(1939) A plantation heiress has a 
tumultuous relationship with a 
roguish Southern gentleman during 
the American Ciyil War. Epic 
romantic drama, starring Vivien 
Leigh and Clark Gable. ★★★★ 2.35 
FILM: Casablanca (1942) The 
owner of a Moroccan nightclub is 
reunited with an old flame who 
needs his help to escape the 
country. Romantic drama, starring 
Humphrey Bogart, Ingrid Bergman 
and Claude Rains, (b/w) ★★★★ 


3.00 The Queen 

3.10 BBC News; Weather. 

3.20 Toy Story 3 (2010) 

Premiere. Animated 
adventure, with the 
voices of Tom Hanks 
and Tim Allen. ★★★★ 
5.00 Strictly Come Dancing 
Christmas Special Six 
Strictly newcomers 
compete. 

6.15 Call the Midwife: 
Christmas Special 

Preparations for Shelagh’s 
wedding are rudely 
interrupted by the 
discovery of an unexploded 
bomb, forcing the residents 
to pull together as they are 
evacuated to safety. 

7.30 Doctor Who Matt Smith 
makes his final appearance 
as the Doctor, who joins 
some of the universe’s 
deadliest alien species 
drawn to a mysterious 
message emanating from a 
backwater planet. 

8.30 EastEnders Bianca is put 
out when Nikki arrives at 
her house on Christmas 
Day, while David and Carol 
get closer - but Janine 
looks set to ruin things. 

9.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys 
Christmas Special The 
first of two festive editions. 
Mrs Brown tries to find out 
what her grandson wajhts 
for Christmas and loses her 
temper at the family games 
night when no one plays by 
her rules. 

10.05 Michael McIntyre’s 
Showtime Stand-up 
comedy performed at the 
02 in London during his 
10-night run in 2012, 
featuring stories about a 
horrific trip to the dentist 
and watching his wife get 
undressed. 

11.05 BBC News; Weather. 

11.20 On Christmas Night 

Actor Patrice Naiambana 
reads from the Gospel of St 
Matthew, followed by the 
Sussex Carol performed by 
the Choir of King’s College, 
Cambridge. 

11.25 The Vicar of Dibley The 

villagers celebrate 
Christmas, yand vicar 
Geraldine learns there is a 
heavy price to be paid for 
festive kindness when she 
agreesfwSf attend three 
slap-up lunches; (R) 
National Lottery Update 

12.10 Would I Lie to You? At 

Christmas (R) 12.40 FILM: 

Anchorman: The Legend of Ron 

Burgundy (2004) ★★★ 2.15 

Weatherview 2.20 BBC News 


3.15 Doctor Who at the 
Proms Highlights of the 
2013 concert featuring 
music from the sci-fi series. 
(R) 

4.30 An Adventure in Space 
and Time Drama about 
the creation of Doctor Who, 
starring David Bradley. (R) 

6.00 Sign Zone: The Queen 
Her Majesty’s annual 
address to the nation and 
the Commonwealth. (R) 
6.10 Matthew Bourne’s 
Sleeping Beauty A 
performance of 

Tchaikovsky’s ballet by the 
New Adventures dance 
company, reimagined by 
Matthew Bourne as a 
supernatural love story 
featuring vampires, fairies 
and gothic opulence. 
7.40 Christmas Night with 
the Two Ronnies The 
comedy duo perform 
songs and sketches in a 
Christmas special from 
1987, featuring a guesl 
appearance by Charlton 
Heston and music by Elton 
John. (R) 

8.30 Morecambe & Wise: 
Leading Ladies 

Penelope Keith presents a 
compilation of highlights 
from the comedy duo’s 
shows featuring 
appearances by female 
stars of stage and screen. 

9.30 The Tractate Middoth 
Terrifying spirits are 
summoned to a library after 
two men search for an 
obscure Hebrew text. Mark 
Gatiss’s adaptation of MR 
James’s tale, starring 
Sacha Dhawan and John 
Castle. 

10.05 MR James: Ghost 
Writer Actor and writer 
Mark Gatiss examines the 
life and career of author MR 
James, attempting to 
uncover the inspirations 
behind his stories of the 
supernatural. 

11.05QI XL Stephen Fry 
presents a festive special 
from 2010, as Daniel 
Radcliffe, Graham Norton, 
Lee Mack and regular Alan 
Davies answer questions 
on the theme 
pocus. (R) 

11.50 Hebburn Sarah flies in to 
Hebburn for Christmas 
from Switzerland with Jack, 
and her parents and 
miserable grandmother 
head up north too. Last in 
the series. (R) 

12.20 FILM: Dead Poets Society 

(1989) ★★★ 2.25 This Is BBC 2 


3.00 The Queen Her Majesty’s 
annual address. 

3.10 I TV News and Weather 
3.20 Tangled (2010) 

Disney animated 
comedy, with the voice 
of Mandy Moore. ★★★ 

5.15 Paul O’Grady: For the 
Love of Dogs at 
Christmas The comedian 
helps out at Battersea 
Dogs & Cats Home over 
the festive period. 

6.15 Emmerdale Hour-long 
episode. Alicia and David’s 
wedding day arrives and 
everything seems to be 
going wrong, while Charity 
catches a drunken Declan 
pouring petrol around his 
house. 

7.15 I TV News and Weather 

7.30 Coronation Street 

Hour-long episode. Nick 
flies into a rage and slaps 
Leanne, Roy’s hopes for a 
quiet Christmas with 
Hayley are dashed, and 
Carla makes Peter an equal 
partner in Underworld. 

8.30 Downton Abbey It’s 
summer and as part of 
Rose’s debutante ‘coming 
out’ she is to be presented 
at Buckingham Palace. The 
family is in London, 
preparing Grantham 
House for the busy social 
programme, and Martha 
Levinson, not one to miss 
such a grand occasion, 
arrives from New York with 
Cora’s recently disgraced 
brother Harold (Sideways 
star Paul Giamatti). Both 
outspoken and larger than 
life, they make quite an 
impression on certain 
members of high society. 
Meanwhile, when the 
Crawleys are implicated in 
a scandal that threatens to 
engulf the monarchy, 
Robert goes to great 
lengths to protect the royal 
family-and his own. Last in 
the series. 

10.301 TV News and Weather 
10.45Love Actually 
(2003) Interlinked tales 
of several people in 
search of love. Richard 
Curtis’s romantic 
comedy, with Hugh 
Grant, Martine 
McCutcheon, Emma 
Thompson, Colin Firth, 

Bill Nighy and Liam 
Neeson. ★★★ 

1.10 Christmas Carols on ITV (R) 

2.10 FILM: Closing the Ring 

(2007) Drama, starring Shirley 

MacLaine. ★★★ 4.05 ITV 

Nightscreen 


3.15 Deal or No Deal: Ideal 
Christmas Noel 
Edmonds hosts a festive- 
themed edition. 

4.15 The Alternative 
Christmas Message 

Another famous face 
delivers an alternative to 
the Queen’s speech. 

4.20 Channel 4 News 

4.30 4thought.tv How 

Christmas is perceived by 
those who do not celebrate 
it. 

4.35 The Muppet 
Christmas Carol 
(1992) Puppet 
comedy, starring 
Michael Caine. ★★★ 

6.15 Home Alone 2: Lost 
in New York (1992) A 
boy ends up stranded in 
the Big Apple - where 
he bumps into two 
familiar burglars with an 
axe to grind. Comedy 
sequel, starring 
Macaulay Culkin, Joe 
Pesci and Daniel Stern. 
★★★ 

8.30 Bear’s Wild Weekend 
with Stephen Fry Bear 
Grylls takes the Ql host on 
an expedition to the Italian 
Dolomites, setting him a 
series of challenges, from 
travelling on the skids of a 
helicopter to descending a 
waterfall. 

9.30 Alan Carr: Chatty Man 
Christmas Special The 

comedian hosts a show 
filled with festive fun and 
frolics, joined by Russell 
Brand, Davina McCall and 
David Dickinson. Little Mix 
perform their new single. 
Last in the series. 

10.35 Man Down Christmas 
Special Scrooge 3000 - a 
festive school play set in 
space - and a terrifying 
yuletide tradition are just 
two of the Christmas 
challenges tha,t risk 
reducing Dan’s life to a 
crumbling mess. 

11.05 Father Ted Christmas 
Special Fathers Ted and 
Dougal endure their worst 
Christmas ever when they 
get lost in a lingerie 
department, leaving them 
in a highly embarrassing 
predicament. Festive 
edition from 1996. (R) 

12.15 Father Ted (R) 12.50 Father 

Ted (R) 1.20 Father Ted (R) 1.45 

Father Ted (R) 2.15 Father Ted (R) 

2.40 Father Ted (R) 3.05 FILM: A 

Matter of Life and Death (1946) 

★★★★ 4.50 90210 5.30 

Suburgatory 5.55 Prep & Landing: 

Naughty v Nice (R) 


4.40 Greatest Ever 
Christmas Movies 

Countdown of the best 
festive films, from It’s a 
Wonderful Life to Bad 
Santa. Featuring 
contributions by Gremlins 
star Zach Galligan and 
Miracle on 34th Street’s 
Mara Wilson. (R) 

7.30 Britain’s Craziest 
Christmas Lights 

Former Slade frontman 
Noddy Holder narrates a 
documentary following 
four households as they 
turn their homes into 
electricwinterwonderlands 
with extensive displays of 
festive illuminations. For 
these Christmas 
obsessives, who include 
Dave and Carol Edwards, 
putting up the lights 
involves a head for heights, 
DIY wiring skills and an 
unshakable resolve, with 
some inspired by the bling 
of Blackpool while others 
aim for the ambitious scale 
of a West End show. (R) 

8.30 Eddie Stobart: 12 Days 
of Christmas A 
compilation of the most 
memorable festive 
moments from the series 
following the day-to day 
work of the haulage 
company that has road, rail 
and air divisions. The 
programme features 12 of 
the best tales of the firm’s 
employees as they battle 
the elements, the traffic 
and the crazy Christmas 
rush to make sure their 
deliveries are on time. (R) 

9.30 Michael Jackson’s 
This Is It (2009) 
Premiere. Documentary 
following the singer 
rehearsing for his 
planned 50 shows at 
London’s 02, before his 
death in June 2009. 
Featuring interviews 
with Jackson and 
performances of classic 
hits including Billy Jean 
and Wanna Be Startin’ 
Something. ★★★ 

11.40 Greatest Christmas TV 
Moments Countdown of 
50 festive TV highlights, 
featuring Gavin & Stacey, 
Morecambe and Wise, 
Only Fools and Horses, 
Wallace and Gromit, Doctor 
Who, Top of the Pops and 
The Royle Family. (R) 

2.35 SuperCasino 3.55 House 

Doctor (R) 4.20 House Doctor (R) 

4.45 Great Artists (R) 5.10 Nick’s 

Quest (R) 5.35 Wildlife SOS (R) 


NHS 


RosevilleVDentol 


,Ce 


WE ARE 
ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS 



Facilities: 

• Ground floor Surgeries 

• Full range of NHS Dentistry 

• Private Dental Treatment 

• Sedation for Anxious patients 

• Home visits 

• Good public transport links and 
FREE parking 

Unit 4, 

29 Roseville Precinct 
Coseley WV14 9EP 
01902 678202 



Company/You iCan rT rust! 


(All installations include new aerial, new pole and i 

• Plasma TV Installations 
•Aerial Upgrades 
•Discounts forOAPs 


^ LIMITED OFFER 
~ 1 Aerial into 1 room £59.99 " 


o 


We will beat 
any written 
. quote! _ 




HI Work Guaranteed Fully Insured 


Talk to us today for a free, A^OOil OEA4EA 
no obligation quote on: Ul0O4 33UI3U 
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SALE NOW ON 

BIG SAVINGS ON 
SELECTED ITEMS INSTORE 


SONY 

KDL32R423ABU 

32” HD READY 
LED 

WAS £299.95 


SAVE £50 NOW £249.95 



SONY 

KDL42W653ABU 

42” FULL HD 
(1080p) LED 
WAS £599.95 




SAVE £100 NOW £449.95 


With a free 5 years guarantee 



TXL32E6B 

32” FULL HD 
(1080p) SMART 
LED 

WAS £389.95 


SAVE £20 NOW £369.95 


With a free 5 years guarantee 


TXL39E6B/BS 

39” FULL HD 
(1080p) SMART 
LED 

WAS £549.95 



SAVE £50 NOW £499.95 


With a free 5 years guarantee 



TXL39E6B/BS 

39” FULL HD 
(1080p) SMART 
LED 

WAS £599.95 


SAVE £50 NOW £549.95 


With a free 5 years guarantee 



UE46EH5000KXXU 

46” FULL HD 
(1080p) LED 
WAS £599.95 


SAVE £200 NOW £399.95 


FESTIVE OPENING TIMES 

Monday 23rd December - 9 am-6 pm 
Christmas eve 9am-4pm 
Christmas Day - CLOSED 
Boxing Day - CLOSED 
Friday 27th December - 9 am-6 pm 
Saturday 28th December - 9 am-6 pm 
Sunday 29th December 10.30 am-4.30 pm 
Monday 30th December 9 am-6 pm 
Tuesday 31st December 9 am-4 pm 
New year's day -10.30 am-4.30 pm 
(NO DELIVERY SERVICE) 

Thursday 2nd January 2014 
NORMAL HOURS RESUME 




Tel: 01384 395852 or 01384 397271 

www.geoffhillltd.co.uk • Open 7 days 

7 High Street, Amblecote, 
Stourbridge, West Midlands DY8 4DE 

Click & Collect now available at 

www.geoffhillltd.co.iik 



BBC 1 


■ 

BBC 2 

■ 

1 

ITV 

■ 

Ch4 

■ 

Ch5 



Landlord Mick makes his 
presence felt in 
EastEnders, 7.15pm 

6.00 Breakfast Headlines and 
business news. 9.00 Room on the 
Broom (R) 9.25 Mouse and Mole 
at Christmas Time Snowmole 
takes Mouse to a land where all of 
his wishes come true. 9.55 FILM: 
101 Dalmatians (1996) Disney 
comedy adventure remake, starring 
Glenn ★★★ 11.30 FILM: 

Flushed Away (2006) Animated 
adventure, featuring the voice of 
Hugh Jackman. ★★★ 12.50 BBC 
News 1.00 Regional News; 
Weather. 1.05 FILM: Wallace & 
Gromit in The Curse of the Were- 
Rabbit (2005) Oscar-winning 
animated adventure, with the voice 
of Peter Sallis. ★★★ 2.25 FILM: 
Alice in Wonderland (2010) 
Fantasy adventure, starring Mia 
Wasikowska. ★★★ 


4.05 Cars 2 (2011) 

Premiere. Animated 
adventure sequel, with 
the voice of Owen 
Wilson. ★★★ 

5.45 BBC News 

6.00 Midlands Today; 

Weather. 

6.05 Gangsta Granny Family 
comedy based on David 
Walliams’ book about a 
law-breaking OAP who 
takes her bored grandson 
on a crime spree. Julia 
McKenzie, Joanna Lumley 
and Rob Brydon star. 

7.15 EastEnders Phil is in for a 
surprise when new Vic 
landlord Mick makes his 
presence felt. Max finds 
Lauren and Jake together 
and Joey gets bad news 
from the prison. 

7.45 Still Open All Hours 

David Jason returns as 
Granville in this one-off 
special of Roy Clarke’s 
popular comedy, now 
running the shop with his 
son after inheriting the 
business from Arkwright. 

8.15 Death Comes to 
Pemberley New series. 
Anna Maxwell Martin, 
Matthew Rhys anc^Jenna 
Coleman star in this sequel 
to Pride and Prejudice, 
adapted from the best¬ 
selling novel by PD James, 
which brings Jane Austen’s 
world back to life in a highly 
original way-with a murder 
mystery plot at its centre. 
Continues tomorrow. 

9.20 Len Goodman’s 
Perfect Christmas 
Strictly Come Dancing 
judge Len Goodman takes 
a trip through the TV 
archives, choosing a series 
of small-screen clips to 
demonstrate his idea of the 
perfect Christmas Day. 
10.00 BBC News 
10.15Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day Gary 
Lineker introduces 
highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Manchester City 
v Liverpool and Hull City v 
Manchester United. 
11.55 Have I Got a Bit More 
2013 News for You 
Extended highlights from 
this iretjrie editions, 
revisiting how Paul Merton, 
Ian Hislop and a variety of 
guests took on the big 
news stories of 2013. Last 
in the series. 

12.40 Skiing Weatherview 12.45 

BBC News 



Ben Fogle, Ben & fames 
Versus the Arabian 
Desert on at 9.15pm 

6.00 This Is BBC 2 Preview of 
upcoming programmes. 6.05 
Natural World The devastating 
power of the African driver ant. (R) 
6.50 FILM: Herbie Goes to Monte 
Carlo (1977) Disney comedy 
adventure sequel, starring Dean 
Jones. ★★★ 8.35 Westminster 
Abbey The new intake of pupils talk 
about their lives at the choir school. 
Last in the series. (R) 9.35 
Earthflight Bird’s-eye view of the 
natural world. (R) 10.35 Pride & 
Prejudice: Having a Ball A team of 
experts recreates a Regency ball. 
(R) 12.05 FILM: Emma (1996) Jane 
Austen drama, starring Gwyneth 
Paltrow and Ewan McGregor. ★★★ 
2.00 Operation Snow Tiger Part 
one of two. Scientists studying 
endangered Siberian tigers. (R) 


3.00 Operation Snow Tiger 

Part two of two. Liz Bonnin 
searches for a tiger that has 
gone missing. (R) 

4.00 Final Score A round-up 
of this afternoon’s football 
results. 

5.15 You Have Been 
Watching - David Croft 

A tribute to the TV comedy 
writer. (R) 

6.15 Dad’s Army (1971) 

The Home Guard 
soldiers are put on their 
mettle as they get ready 
to captu re th ree German 
aviators. British comedy 
based on the TV series, 
starring Arthur Lowe 
and John Le Mesurier. 
★★★ 

7.45 Christmas University 
Challenge Alumni from 
the colleges of Gonville & 
Caius, Cambridge, and 
Christ Church, Oxford, 
compete, with Andrew 
Graham-Dixonand Michael 
Dobbs among 'the 
contestants. 

8.15 Idris Elba - King of 
Speed Part one of two. 
Documentary in which the 
Luther star embarks on an 
international journey to 
explore the history of car 
racing while sampling the 
thrill of competition 
vehicles. 

9.15 Ben & James Versus 
the Arabian Desert Part 
one of two. Four years after 
On Thin Ice-their Antarctic 
expedition for BBC Two - 
James Cracknell and Ben 
Fogle reunite to attempt an 
unguided crossing of a 
portion of the Rub’ al Khali 
desert - also known as the 
Empty Quarter. The duo 
are following in the 
footsteps of British explorer 
Wilfred Thesiger; who 
travelled extensively in the 
region between 1945 and 
1949 and earned the 
nickname of Mubarak bin 
London from the Bedouin 
tribes. 

10.15 King Arthur (2004) A 

Roman commander in 
fifth-century Britain 
comes to realise his true 
destiny is to lead the 
people against Saxon 
invaders. Adventure, 
starring Clive Owen and 
Keira Knightley. ★★ 

12.10 FILM: Dracula (1958) 

Hammerhorror.starringChristopher 

Lee. ★★★★ 1.30 FILM: Sign Zone: 

Jane Eyre (2011) Period drama, 

starring Mia Wasikowska. ★★★ 

3.20 This Is BBC 2 



Keith Lemon hosts 
Through the Christmas 
Keyhole, 11.20pm 

6.00 CITV: Babar and the 
Adventures of Badou. (R) 6.10 Dino 
Dan (R) 6.25 Dino Dan (R) 6.40 
Sooty (R) 6.50 Bookaboo 7.05 
Horrid Henry (R) 7.20 Almost 
Naked Animals (R) 7.40 Almost 
Naked Animals (R) 7.55 Bottom 
Knocker Street 8.10 Bottom 
Knocker Street 8.25 Dinner Date 
David from Essex chooses three 
blind dates from five potential 
partners. Narrated by Charlotte 
Hudson. 9.25 FILM: Problem 
Child (1990) Comedy, starring 
John Ritter. ★ 11.00 FILM: The 
Flintstones (1994) Live-action 
version of the cartoon comedy, with 
John Goodman. ★★ 12.45 ITV 
News and Weather 1.05 FILM: 
Casper (1995) Family comedy, 
starring Christina Ricci. ★★★ 


3.00 Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows: Part 
1 - Behind the Magic 

Ben Shephard interviews 
the stars of the film. (R) 
4.00 Off Their Rockers 
A pensioner’s wheelchair is 
stolen. Last in the series. 

(R) 

4.30 The Nation’s Favourite 
Elvis Song A countdown 
of the King’s 20 greatest 
hits, as voted for by the 
public, featuring 
contributions by stars he 
influenced and an interview 
with his ex-wife Priscilla 
Presley. (R) 

6.00 ITV News and Weather 

6.15 Emmerdale Hour-long 
episode. At Home Farm, 
the fire is raging and 
Charity tries to get Declan 
to leave. Eventually, they 
flee the grounds, but 
Megan rushes inside - and 
becomes trapped. 

7.15 Harry Potter and the 

Deathly Hallows: 
Part 1 (2010) 

Premiere. The dark lord 
Voldemort rises to 
ultimate power over the 
magical world, so the 
teenage wizard and his 
friends set out on a 
mission to find the 
magical horcruxes - 
artefacts containing 
parts of the evil wizard’s 
soul that hold the key to 
destroying him. The first 
half of the two-part 
conclusion to the 
fantasy saga, starring 
Daniel Radcliffe, Ralph 
Fiennes, Emma Watson 
and Rupert Grint. ★★★ 

10.051 Am Britney Jean: 
Britney Spears in Las 
Vegas Documentary 
following the pop star as 
she prepares for her 
performance residency in 
Las Vegas, revealing how 
she handles the pressures 
that come with the next 
chapter of her career. 

11.05 ITV News and Weather 

11.20 Through the Christmas 
Keyhole Keith Lemon 
returns with a festive 
rummage through the 
homes of three mystery 
celebrities, challenging 
regular panellist Dave 
Berry and guests to guess 
their identities. (R) 

12.20 FILM: The Affair of the 

Necklace (2001) Period drama, 

starring Hilary Swank. ★ 2.20 FILM: 

Inland Empire (2006) Mystery 

drama, starring Laura Dern. ★★★ 

5.20 ITV Nightscreen 



Come Dine with Me: 

Comedians Christmas 
Special, 4.35pm 

6.15 FILM: Mysterious Island 
(1961) Sci-fi adventure, starring 
Michael Craig. ★★★ 8.00 Morning 
Line A look ahead to today’s 
meeting at Kempton Park. 9.00 
Frasier Part two of two. Niles is 
suspected of being an accomplice 
to murder. (R) 9.30 Frasier Lilith 
and Frasier are set up on a blind 
date. (R) 10.00 The Big Bang 
Theory Howard gets caught in a 
strange argument. (R) 10.30 FILM: 
The King and I (1956) Oscar- 
winning musical, starring Yul 
Brynner and Deborah Kerr. ★★★ 
1.05 Channel 4 Racing Clare 
Balding and Nick Luck present live 
coverage of five races from 
^Kempton Park and Wetherby, 
including the 3.10 King George VI 


3.35 Deal or No Deal: Ideal 
Christmas Noel 
Edmonds hosts a festive- 
themed edition. 

4.35 Come Dine with Me: 
Comedians Christmas 
Special Sean Hughes, 
Gina Yashere, Paul 
Tonkinson and Duncan 
Norvelle compete. (R) 

5.35 Hollyoaks The Roscoes 
have more than one reason 
to celebrate as Christmas 
Day arrives. Fraser worries 
when Grace goes missing, 
and plans are put into 
action to steal Mercedes’ 
new fortune. 

6.05 Channel 4 News 
6.15 4thought.tv How 

Christmas is perceived by 
those who do not celebrate 
it. 

6.20 Independence Day 
(1996) A fleet of huge 
flying saucers launches 
a devastating and 
unprovoked attack on 
Earth. As survivors try to 
flee the seemingly 
unstoppable alien 
invaders, the 
courageous US^ 
president, an ace pilot 
and a computer genius 
come up with a plan to 
take the fight to the 
enemy and save the 
human race. Roland 
Emmerich’s sci-fi 
adventure, starring Will 
Smith, Bill Pullman, Jeff 
Goldblum, Mary 
McDonnell, Randy 
Quaid and Harry 
Connick Jr. ★★★ 

9.00 Big Fat Quiz of the Year 
2013 Jimmy Carr poses 
questions about the major 
events of the year to Jack 
Whitehall, Jonathan Ross, 
Dara 0 Briain, Kristen 
Schaal, Noel Fielding and 
Richard Ayoade. 

11.05 Alan Carr: Chatty Man 
Christmas Special The 

comedian hosts a show 
filled with festive fun and 
frolics, joined by actor and 
comedian Russell Brand, 
presenters Davina McCall 
and David Dickinson, and 
girl group Little Mix, who 
perform their new single 
Little Me. Last in the series. 

(R) 

12.10 FILM: Machete (2010) 
Action thriller, starring Danny Trejo. 
★★★ 2.00 FILM: Legend (1985) 
Fantasy adventure, with Tom 
Cruise. ★★ 3.35 A Place in the 
Sun: Winter Sun (R) 4.35 Secret 
Removers 5.30 Suburgatory 5.55 
Suburgatory 


7.1 



Laurence Shahlaei, 
World’s Strongest Man 
2013 on at 8.15pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.45 World’s 
Strongest Man 2013: Qualifiers 
(R) 10.45 Eddie Stobart: 12 Days 
of Christmas The haulage 
company’s most memorable festive 
moments. (R) 11.45 World’s Most 
Pampered Pets Documentary 
about people who spoil their pets. 
12.45 FILM: High Society (1956) 
Complications arise when a playboy 
composer tries to stop his ex-wife 
from marrying another man. 
Romantic musical comedy, starring 
Bing Crosby and Frank Sinatra. 
★★★ 2.55 FILM: Meet Me in St 
Louis (1944) A close-knit family is 
worried that a prospective move to 
New York will mean missing out on 
the 1904 World’s Fair. Musical, 
starring Judy Garland, Tom Drake 
and Margaret O’Brien. ★★★★ 


5.15 The Wizard of Oz 
(1939) A tornado 
whisks a girl off to a 
magical land where she 
embarks on a journey in 
search of the wizard 
who knows the way 
home. Musical fantasy, 
with Judy Garland and 
Ray Bolger. ★★★★ 

.15 Michael Buble’s 

Christmas Special The 
Grammy-winning 
Canadian crooner 
performs classic festive 
songs in his third annual 
Christmas special, with 
soul and R’n’B singer Mary 
J Blige joining him on 
numbers including Run, 
Run Rudolph. 

8.15 World’s Strongest Man 
2013 James Richardson 
presents action from the 
opening heat from Haitang 
Bay in Sanya, China, where 
the top two of six 
competitors would 
progress to the final. 
Britain’s Strongest Man 
Laurence Shahlaei was 
among those involved, 
along with American duo 
Robert Oberst and Nick 
Best, with disciplines 
including the Truck Pull 
and the Atlas Stones. 

9.15 Britain’s Favourite 
Christmas Songs A 
countdown of popular 
songs that are guaranteed 
to make any Christmas 
party go with a swing. 
Highlights include the 
Jackson 5’s Santa Claus Is 
Coming t§> Town, Greg 
Lake’s I Believe in Father 
Christmas, the Waitresses’ 
Christmas Wrapping and 
the Pogues and Kirsty 
MacColl’s Fairytale of New 
York. Is Mud’s Lonely This 
Christmas past its sell-by 
date? Will Jona Lewie ever 
Stop the Cavalry? And 
where would any Christmas 
party be without Slade and 
their classic anthem Merry 
Xmas Everybody? But 
which one will top the 
nation’s festive chart? 
Featuring contributions by 
artists, producers, video 
directors, composers and 
journalistsrjwho shed light 
on the creation of the 
songs and their 
accompanying videos. (R) 

12.10 Michael Buble’s Christmas 
Special (R) 1.10 SuperCasino 
3.05 Blackpool Lights 3.55 House 
Doctor (R) 4.20 House Doctor (R) 
4.45 Great Artists (R) 5.10 Nick’s 
Quest (R) 5.35 Wildlife SOS (R) 
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BBC 1 


■ 

BBC 2 

■ 

1 

ITV 

■ 

Ch4 

■ 

Ch5 



Mick lets Shirley and 
Tina move into the Vic in 
EastEnders, 8.00pm 

& 6.00 Breakfast 8.20 Match of the 

Day (R) 9.50 FILM: 102 Dalmatians 
(2000) Disney family adventure 
sequel, starring Glenn Close. ★★★ 
11.25 FILM: Bedtime Stories 
(2008) Fantasy comedy, starring 
Adam Sandler. ★★★ 1.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 1.15 Regional 
News; Weather. 1.25 Open All 
Hours: A Celebration The enduring 
appeal of the classic comedy. 1.55 
Len Goodman’s Perfect 
Christmas Festive TV clips chosen 
by the Strictly judge. (R) 2.35 FILM: 
Enchanted (2007) A fairy-tale 
princess is magically transported 
from her cartoon world to modern- 
day New York. Part-animated 
fantasy comedy, starring Amy 
Adams, James Marsden and Susan 
Sarandon. ★★★ i 


David Attenborough 
explores the continent’s 
wildlife in Africa, 9.30am 

6.00 This Is BBC 2 6.30 Natural 
World: Tiger Dynasty (R) 7.30 
Sign Zone: Great Continental 
Railway Journeys (R) 8.30 Sign 
Zone: Africa 2013: Countdown to 
the Rains The rains finally arrive 
and the grazing animals spread out 
across the valley. Last in the series. 
(R) 9.30 Africa David Attenborough 
explores the continent’s wildlife and 
landscape. (R) 10.30 Earthflight 
(R) 11.30 FILM: War and Peace 
(1956) Historical drama, starring 
Audrey Hepburn. ★★★ 2.50 FILM: 
How the West Was Won (1962) 
Three generations of a pioneer 
family experience many ordeals as 
they try to build a life for themselves 
on the American frontier. Epic 
Western, starring James Stewart 
and John Wayne. ★★★ 



Harry Hill narrates 
You’ve Been Framed! 
shown at 8.00pm 

6.00 CITV: Babar and the 
Adventures of Badou. (R) 6.10 Dino 
Dan (R) 6.25 Dino Dan (R) 6.40 
Sooty (R) 6.50 Bookaboo 7.05 
Horrid Henry (R) 7.20 Almost 
Naked Animals (R) 7.40 Almost 
Naked Animals (R) 7.55 Bottom 
Knocker Street 8.10 Bottom 
Knocker Street 8.25 Dinner Date 
Russell from Essex takes part in the 
dating show. (R) 9.25 Murder, She 
Wrote A ventriloquist is accused of 
murder. (R) 10.25 Dickinson’s Real 
Deal (R) 11.25 FILM: Batteries Not 
Included (1987) Sci-fi fantasy, 
starring Jessica Tandy. ★★★ 1.25 
I TV News and Weather 1.35 ITV 
News Central; Weather. 1.40 FILM: 

Step Up (2006) Musical romance, 
with Channing Tatum and Jenna P< 
Dewan. ★★ Eddi 



Noel Edmonds hosts Deal 
or No Deal: Ideal 
Christmas, 3.15pm 

6.15 Suburgatory 6.40 According 
to Jim (R) 7.05 According to Jim 
(R) 7.30 Will & Grace (R) 7.55 Will 
& Grace (R) 8.20 FILM: A Turtle’s 
Tale: Sammy’s Adventures (2010) 
Premiere. Animated adventure, with 
the voice of Dominic Cooper. ★★★ 
10.00 The Big Bang Theory Penny 
considers breaking up with 
Leonard. (R) 10.30 The Big Bang 
Theory Sheldon hires an attractive 
female assistant. (R) 10.55 The 
Simpsons Homer wakes up to find 
his family missing. (R) 11.25 The 
Simpsons Mayor Quimby brings 
election day forward. (R) 11.55 
FILM: Aliens in the Attic (2009) 
Children’s sci-fi comedy, starring 
Carter Jenkins. ★★★ 1.35 FILM: Dr 
•olittle (1998) Comedy, starring 
Eddie Murphy. ★★★ 




The hapless hero bags a 
bargain in Do It Yourself 
Mr Bean, 9.30pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 World’s 
Strongest Man 2013 The opening 
heat from Haitang Bay in Sanya, 
China. (R) 11.00 Eddie Stobart’s 
Christmas Cracker The truckers 
deliver a consignment of reindeer 
for a Christmas parade. (R) 12.00 
FILM: 633 Squadron (1964) RAF 
pilots are sent to bomb a German 
rocket-fuel plant, but the capture of 
a resistance fighter threatens the 
plan. Second World War drama, 
with Cliff Robertson and George 
Chakiris. ★★★ 1.50 FILM: Zulu 
Dawn (1979) Fact-based historical 
drama, charting events leading to 
the massacre of more than 1,500 
British soldiers at Isandlwana. 
Prequel to Zulu, starring Burt 
Lancaster and Peter O’Toole. Edited 
for violence and language. ★★ 


4.10 Megamind (2010) 

Premiere. Animated 
superhero comedy, with 
the voice of Will Ferrell. 

★★★ 

5.40 BBC News; Weather. 
5.55 Midlands Today; 

Weather. 

6.05 Indiana Jones and 
the Kingdom of the 
Crystal Skull (2008) 

The globe-trotting 
archaeologist races 
against Soviet agents to 
find a mysterious 
artefact of untold power. 
Action adventure 
sequel, starring 
Harrison Ford and Cate 
Blanchett. ★★★ 

8.00 EastEnders Linda is livid 
with Mick for letting his 
sisters move into the Vic, 
and bonds with Sharon 
over their mutual dislike of 
Shirley. Peter finds the 
money Cindy stole from 
Phil. 

8.30 Miranda The shop 
owner’s friends accuse her 
of being immature so she 
sets out to prove them 
wrong - first by looking 
after a toddler, then by 
hosting a grown-up dinner 
party. (R) 

9.00 Death Comes 
Pemberley 

retreats into a version of his 
younger self as the fallout 
from Wickham’s arrest 
threatens his marriage, and 
Louisa Bidwell’s 
unforeseen revelation adds 
to his wife’s anxiety. 
Concludes tomorrow. 
10.00 BBC News 
10.15Regional News; 
Weather; National Lottery 
Update 

10.20 Mrs Brown’s Boys 
Christmas Special The 

first of two festive editions. 
Mrs Brown tries to find out 
what her grandson wants 
for Christmas and loses her 
temper at the family games 
night when no one plays by 
her rules. (R) 

11.00 No Going Out 
Christmas Special Lee 

and the gang spend 
Christmas in a spooky 
country house. (R) 

11.45John Bishop’s 
Christmas Show Festive 
giggles, featuring Jason 
Manford, Nina Conti, David 
O’Doherty and Tim Vine. 

(R) 

12.45 FILM: The Lonely Guy 
(1984) Comedy, with Steve Martin 
and Charles Grodin. ★★ 2.10 
Weatherview2.15 BBC News 


5.15 Flog It! From National 
Museum Cardiff. (R) 

6.00 Celebrity Eggheads 
Derek Jacobi, Frances 
Barber, Neil Dudgeon, 
Fiona Laird and Emma 
Fielding take on the 
general-knowledge 
champions. Hosted by 
Dermot Murnaghan. (R) 

6.30 The Choir: Sing While 
You Work The three 
remaining choirs face their 
biggest challenge as they 
perform a song composed 
by Paul Mealor at Ely 
Cathedral, before one is 
picked as the winner. Last 
in the series. (R) 

7.30 Christmas University 
Challenge Distinguished 
graduates of St Hugh’s 
College, Oxford, compete 
with those of the University 
of Stirling, with Suzy Klein 
and Paul Lewis among the 
contestants. 

8.00 Idris Elba - King of 
Speed Part two of fwo. 
The Luther star examines 
the importance of precision 
drivingskillsinmotorsports, 
learning the art of rallying 
from former world 
champion Ari Vatanen. 
9.00 Ben & James Versus 
the Arabian Desert Part 
two oftwo. James Cracknell 
and Ben Fogle continue 
their expedition across the 
Arabian Desert. As they try 
to pick up the pace, 
disaster strikes when one 
of them suffers a serious 
injury, leading to further 
delays - although it does 
allow them to reflect on 
their friendship. 

10.00 Cast Away (2000) A 

manager for a courier' 
service has to fend for 
himself when a plane 
crash leaves 'mim 
stranded alone on a 
desert island. Initially 
panic-stricken, he 
overcomes his terror to 
survive for four years on 
his own before building 
a raft and setting off on 
an epic journey back 
home. Adventure 
drama, starring Tom 
Hanks, Helen ||u@y§ 
Nick Searcy, Lari White 
and Chris Noth. ★★★ 

12.15 Ambassadors (R) 1.15 
FILM: The Mummy (1959) Hammer 
horror, starring Peter Cushing and 
Christopher Lee. ★★★ 2.40 Sign 
Zone: Imagine - Who’s Afraid of 
Machiavelli? (R) 3.40 Sign Zone: 
Waiting for Gaga: A Culture Show 
Special (R) 4.40 This Is BBC 2 


3.45 The Chase With Lorraine 
Kelly, Craig Charles, 
Jamelia and Dorn Joly. 

4.45 Downton Abbey The 

Crawleys are implicated in 
a scandal that threatens to 
engulf the royal family. Last 
in the series. (R) 

6.35 ITV News Central; 

Weather. 

6.45 ITV News and Weather 
7.00 Emmerdale Robbie 

becomes suspicious of 
Charity and Declan at the 
hospital, so she returns to 
Home Farm planning to 
delete the CCTV footage, 
but what she views gives 
her food for thought. 

7.30 Coronation Street 
Hayley waits nervously for 
the results of her scan, Nick 
admits to causing Leanne’s 
black eye, and Maddie 
owns up to the theft of 
Sally’s handbag. 

8.00 You’ve Been Framed! 

Harry Hill narrates a 
comical selection of 
mishaps filmed by viewers, 
featuring everything from 
cute kids and crazy animals 
to pranks and painful- 
looking accidents. (R) 

8.30 Coronation Street 
Hayley breaks down and 
lashes out at Roy, David is 
concerned when a 
despondent Kylie returns 
to No 8, and Nick makes a 
decision that has 
repercussions for Leanne. 

9.00 Vicious A festive edition of 
the comedy starring Ian 
McKellen and Derek 
Jacobi. Freddie and Stuart 
invite friends round for a 
Christmas Day celebration 
at their flat. 

9.35 Bridget Jones’s 
Diary (2001) A 

woman begins a new 
year by resolving to find 
love and give up her 
bad habits. Romantic 
comedy based on 
Helen Fielding’s novel, 
with Renee Zellweger, 
Hugh Grant and Colin 
Firth. ★★★ 

11.20 ITV News at Ten and 
Weather; Weather. 

11.35 The Cube A childminder 
and a Londoner take up the 
challenge, aiming to 
complete tasks within the 
confines of the cube to win 
a jackpot of £250,000. 
Hosted by Phillip Schofield. 

(R) 

12.25 Jackpot247 Interactive 

gaming. 3.00 FILM: The Majestic 

(2001) Drama, starring Jim Carrey. 

★★★ 5.30 ITV Nightscreen 


3.15 Deal or No Deal: Ideal 
Christmas Noel 
Edmonds hosts a festive- 
themed edition. 

4.15 Come Dine with Me 
Christmas Special With 
Jona Lewie, Maizie 
Williams, VV Brown aft 
Toby Anstis. (R) 

5.20 The Simpsons Homer 
reminisces about the time 
he was in a band. (R) 

5.50 Hollyoaks Freddie tries 
to save a loved one from 
the village’s most 
dangerous residents. 

6.20 Hollyoaks Freddie races 
to save a loved one from a 
grisly fate. 

6.50 Channel 4 News 

7.00 4thought.tv How 

Christmas is perceived by 
those who do not celebrate 
it. 

7.05 Gordon Ramsay’s 
Home Cooking With the 
help of his children, the 
chef prepares some of his 
favourite hot and spicy 
festive recipes, including 
Mexican eggs, noodle 
soup and aromatic whole 
crispy roast dtftM: 

8.00 Celebrity Come Dine 
with Me Actress Danniella 
Westbrook, choreographer 
Louie Spence, 1980s pop 
star Sinitta and Hugo Taylor 
from Made in Chelsea get 
into the party spirit in a 
festive celebrity special. 
9.00 The Inbetweeners 
Movie (2011) 
Awkward teenagers 
Simon, Will, Jay and 
Neil head to Greece for 
a wild holiday - but 
things do not go to plan. 
Comedy, with Joe 
Thomas, Simon Bird, 
James Buckley and 
Blake Harrison. ★★★ 

10.55 Queer as Pop: From 
the Gay Scene to the 
Mainstream 
Documentary revealing 
how the social and political 
liberation of gay men has 
inspired and influenced the 
music mainstream over the 
past 40 years. 

11.55 Chic: iTunes Festival 
Special Lauren Laverne 
introduces footage from 
the group’s performance at 
the music event at 
London’s Roundhouse. 

12.55 Kylie Minogue: Showgirl - 

Live At Earl’s Court 1.55 FILM: 

The Rocky Horror Picture Show 

(1975) ★★★ 3.35 90210 4.15 A 

Place in the Sun: Winter Sun (R) 

5.10 SuperScrimpers 5.20 Deal or 

No Deal (R) 


4.10 Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang (1968) 

Children’s musical 
adventure, starring Dick 
Van Dyke. ★★★ 

7.00 Eddie Stobart’s 
Christmas Delivery 

Festive edition of the 
documentary, in which the 
company’s truckers battle 
winter conditions to ensure 
shops and councils receive 
their supply of Christmas 
trees and salt; (R) 5 News 
Update 

8.00 World’s Strongest Man 
2013 James Richardson 
presents the second heat 
from Haitang Bay in Sanya, 
China, featuring six 
competitors looking to 
finish in the top two and 
make it through to the final; 
5 News at 9 

9.00 Merry Christmas Mr 
Bean The hapless hero 
plans the Christmas 
holiday of a lifetime - but 
fate intervenes and pulls 
the rug out from under his 
feet, reducing what should 
have been the perfect 
festive season to a frantic 
comedy of errors. 
Slapstick, starring Rowan 
Atkinson. Part of Slapstick 
Comedy Night. (R) 

9.30 Do It Yourself Mr Bean 
The hapless hero’s party 
falls flat, but he finds an 
ingenious way to beat the 
sales queues and bag a 
bargain. Slapstick comedy, 
starring Rowan Atkinson. 
Part of Slapstick Comedy 
Night. (R) •, 

lO.OOTommy Cooper’s 

Christmas A seasonal 
special from 1973, 
featuring comedy 
sketches, magic and guest 
appearances by Sacha 
Distel and Clodagh 
Rodgers, who perform a 
medley offestive favourites. 
Part of Slapstick Comedy 
Night. (R) 

11.05 The Plank (1967) 

Two clumsy workmen 
carry a plank to a 
building site, causing 
various mishaps and 
accidents along the 
way. Slapstick comedy, 
directed by and starring 
Eric Sykes. With Tommy 
Cooper. Part of 
Slapstick Comedy 
Night. ★★★ 

12.15 SuperCasino 3.05 

Blackpool Lights 3.50 Motorsport 

Mundial 4.20 House Doctor (R) 

4.45 Great Artists (R) 5.10 Nick’s 

Quest (R) 5.35 Wildlife SOS (R) 


Cozy 


Carpets 



• Carpets 

• Laminati 

• Cushion 

• Rugs 


Free measuring services. Free quotations. Free delivery on fitted carpets Huge Selection 


307 Halesowen Road, Netherton, 
Dudley, West Midlands DY2 9NP 


Tel: 01384 413442 Fax: 01384 413442 


Dee Gee ftp 

Irnphicy & Award* \ | 

Dudley’s Number 1 Trophy Shop! 7“ 



A 

Free Engraving on 

all our Trophies 


BILSTON SUNDAY 
MARKET & CAR BOOT 


52 WEEKS A YEAR, WHATEVER THE WEATHER! 4 
OVER 150 SHELTERED STALLS 
£15 for 1 / £20 for 2 /£25 for 3^ 

NO MUD! FREE PARKING! 

VOTED THE MIDLANDS BEST! 

SELLERS TURN UP - £10 PER BOOTl 
BILSTON TOWN CENTRE, WV14 ODN ' 



Short breaks, holidays 
and long haul adventures 
to destinations near 
and far 

...by coach, rail, Eurostar, 
self-drive and air 



star^ extra travel 

See us online at: www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Brought to you by the Express & Star 
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What’s On! 


Marking 75th year 
of Rep’s festive fun 

WITH 75 years of pan¬ 
tomimes and performances 
under their belt, Oldbury 
Rep’s production of Jack 
and the Beanstalk prom¬ 
ises to be a giant of a family 
panto. 

This production of the 
well known fairytale has 
been written by Alan Wood, 
the group’s longest serving 
member. 

The group celebrated its 
75th anniversary this year 
and has performed more 
than 400 shows over the 
years. 

This is the fifth time the 
theatre has put on Jack and 
the Beanstalk since their 
first production in 1978. 

It runs from Friday, 
January 10, to Saturday, 
January 18. 

Tickets: Adults £10, con¬ 
cessions £9. Call 0121 552 
2761or visit the www.old 
buryrep.org website. 

It’s Mother Goose 
for Stourbridge 

STOURBRIDGE Pan¬ 
tomime Company are once 
again treading the boards 
in a seasonal favourite. 

The group, which has 
been going since 1969, will 
present classic panto 
Mother Goose at Stour¬ 
bridge Town Hall following 
a successful production of 
Cinderella last year. 

In 2011 the group won 
the best pantomime in the 
Black Country award at the 
national Operatic and Dra¬ 
matic Association West 
Midlands ceremony. 

Mother Goose runs from 
January 18 to 25. Tickets 
are adults £13, concessions 
£9. Call 01384 836963 or 
see the www. stour 
bridgepanto.co.uk website. 


How to look good in panto 


HE’S used to telling us how to look 
good naked but Gok Wan will swap 
fashion for panto fun to star in Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs at Birm¬ 
ingham Hippodrome 


Joanne is the 
wicked queen 



Joanne Malin plays the 
villainous Queen Evilene 

A TRADITIONAL panto 
with audience participation 
returns to The Garrick 
Theatre with TV news¬ 
reader Joanne Malin as 
Queen Evilene in Snow 
White and the Seven 
Dwarfs. 

The Lichfield theatre is 
celebrating 10 years of 
panto. It is produced com¬ 
pletely in-house, with no 
touring company in sight, 
and features a professional 
cast. Children from local 
dance schools, including 
Bojangles in the city, and a 
live band will feature. 

The show runs until 
Sunday, January 5.Tickets 
cost Adults £22.50 or £20, 
children £13.50 or £12.50. 
Contact 01543 412121 or see 
www.lichfieldgarrick.com 


The TV fashion guru 
plays the Man in the 
Mirror, and stars along¬ 
side EastEnders actor 
John Partridge, who is 
best known for playing 
Christian in the BBC 
soap, as Prince Charm¬ 
ing. 

The star-studded cast 
also includes television and 
film legend Stephanie 
Beacham, who appeared in 
Dynasty, and who will take 
to the stage as The Wicked 
Queen. 

Song and dance man 
Gary Wilmot will also star 
in the show in his first 
appearance as a panto 
dame. 

Danielle Hope, aged 21, 
who won the BBC’s talent 
show Over the Rainbow, to 
appear as Dorothy in The 
Wizard of Oz at the London 
Palladium will be taking 
the role of Snow White. 

No actual dwarfs will be 
appearing in the show 
though, with the magnifi¬ 
cent seven being played by 
physical theatre actors 
wearing special costumes 
to make them look small. 
The production runs from 
Thursday, December 19, to 
Sunday, February 2. 

Ticket prices range from 
£12 to £39. For further 
details contact 0844 338 
5000 or visit www.birming 
hamhippodrome .com 



Are you sure about that collar girlfriend? Gok Wan with Stephanie Beacham and John Partridge in costume for 
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs at Birmingham Hippodrome which opens tonight and continues until February 2 


Muddles is 
to rescue 
a Princess 

WOLVERHAMPTON’S 
Grand Theatre has 
launched Sleeping Beauty 
which continues until 
January 18 starring come¬ 
dian and former King of 
the I’m a Celebrity jungle 
Joe Pasquale as Muddles. 

His is joined by former 
Coronation Street star 
Lucy Evans as Princess 
Beauty and international 
cabaret artist Ceri Dupree 
as Queen Passionella. 

A total of 59,000 people 
went to see last year’s 
show, Jack and the 
Beanstalk, during its six 
week run. Bosses at the 
Lichfield Street theatre 
say Sleeping Beauty is set 
to be the theatre’s most 
popular panto yet. 

It runs until January 18 
and tickets range from 
£16.50 to £26.50. Conces¬ 
sions available. Contact 
01902 429212 or see 
www.grandtheatre.info for 
further details. 

See review - page 22 

Dick Whittington 
turning to Forest 

NOW in its fifth year at the 
Leamore venue, the Forest 
Arts Centre’s panto has 
become the biggest in 
Walsall. 

The show features pro¬ 
fessional actors alongside 
members of Walsall Youth 
Theatre, which is also 
based at the Hawbush 
Road venue. 

Dick Whittington runs 
until this Sunday. Tickets 
are £6. Call 0845 111 2898 
or see www.forestartscen 
tre.co.uk 



El 


London Theatre Breaks 


Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 

Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 Dine and Dance from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee 
performance before heading back to the hotel for dinner and a disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option you will see the evening 
performance. 

For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and 
Dance options). Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £149. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday 
evening performance. Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £199. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning 
returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade. Two nights stay at a four-star London 
hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may apply) and a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 


Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 


For a theatre brochure please call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 

or go expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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Compiled by Motoring 
Editor Sharon Walters 


Mercedes is fastest growing premium brand 


MERCEDES-BENZ UK’s record registration 
year continues, with the company reporting its 
best-ever results, according to the latest 
figures released by SMMT. 

The company is still the fastest-growing premium brand in 
the UK car market, with registrations growing 19 per cent 
over 2012’s previous records. 

Passenger car registrations - at 7,813 for the month - were 
the best November result ever-seen, and contributed to a 
monthly market share of 4.9 per cent. 

For the first time in its UK history, the company has 


achieved more than 100,000 new car registrations in a year. 

The 100,000th customer was Jamie Leigh Arndell, who col¬ 
lected her first Mercedes-Benz, a white A 180 CDI Sport. She 
joins the 16,397 drivers who have taken delivery of an A-Class 
so far this year. 

Elsewhere, the new generation E-Class range is proving 
particularly popular, with all four body styles showing signifi¬ 
cant growth YTD. 

E-Class Coupe is up nine per cent to 4,470 cars; E-Class 
Cabriolet up six per cent to 4,112; E-Class Estate shows an 
eight per cent rise to 4,001; whilst the E-Class Saloon is up to 
14,505 new cars - an increase of 36 per cent YTD. 

Deliveries of the new S-Class luxury saloon in 
November were almost double its nearest rival, and 
registrations of the new range and the run-out year 
of the old model are at 1,372 new cars, keeping S- 
Class as the most successful luxury saloon in the UK. 

Performances 

High performances were also reported across the 
company’s AMG range, with 2,947 cars registered so 
far in 2013 - a growth of 47 per cent. The C 63 AMG 
remains the UK’s most popular choice, with 1,522 
registered this year, and more than 320 A 45 AMGs 
have taken to the UK’s roads in 2013. 

A strong month saw van registrations rise 18.5 per 
cent in November 2013, with Vito up 29.2 per cent to 
513 units. Sprinter, with 18,488 registered YTD, 
reported an increase of 14.4 per cent so far this year. 

Combined results mean that the vans division is 
looking set to have a record-breaking performance in 
2013 once the year-end results are published in a 
month. 

In trucks, deliveries of the new Antos and Arocs 
ranges began, but it was tractor units where the 
biggest success was shown. 

Axor registrations were up 34.8 per cent in Novem¬ 
ber, to 248 units, whilst Actros more than doubled the 


same month last year, with 459 units registered. So far this 
year, 2,713 Actros have been registered - up 42 per cent on 
2012. Marcus Breitschwerdt, president and CEO Mercedes- 
Benz UK, said: “November 2013 has entered Mercedes-Benz 
UK’s history books as a real milestone. 

Breaking through the 100,000 new car sales figure is a land¬ 
mark achievement, helped by a strong model range - in fact we 
offer the widest choice of vehicles in the entire industry. 

It’s fantastic to see that British customers are voting with 
their purchase and lease choices in record numbers. 

“Our success isn’t confined to one part of our range though 
- as well as new compact cars like the A-Class and CLA, the 
extensive revisions we made to E-Class earlier this year have 
shown strong growth across all four body styles. 

The car has been tailored to specifically meet UK demands 
and market conditions, and our engine and equipment pack¬ 
ages are key in contributing to these numbers. 

“We’re also showing class-leading results in luxury and 
high-powered motoring, too. 

“We’ve been in run-out of the previous S-Class for most of 
the year, but still lead the segment despite sales of the new 
model only beginning recently. And it’s great to see AMG sales 
continuing to accelerate. Record after record is being broken. 

“Our commercial vehicles division is recovering strongly 
too, with our vans on the verge of a significant best-ever record 
performance this year. 

!Market conditions have influenced the tractor segment, 
but as the first manufacturer to bring Euro 6 trucks to the UK, 
we’re seeing great results in both Euro 5 and Euro 6 prod¬ 
ucts.” 

Mr Breitschwerdt said he was confident that Mercedes- 
Benz UK will end the year in style. “Our significant, consis¬ 
tent record-breaking performance is due to a lot of factors - 
great products sold and serviced by a great team across our 
networks help of course. 

“But we’d be nowhere without our customers, who have a 
greater choice of cars, vans and trucks than ever before.” 



Sprinter vans have seen an increase of 14.4% so far this year 



Jamie Leigh Arndell, the 100,000th customer in 2013 



The E-Class range is doing well 


Your essential guide to the world of motoring 
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CHEVROLET DECEMBER SALE. 

UNBEATABLE FINANCE RATES 
AND HUGE SAVINGS. 

0% APR Representative* 


£ 6,999 

SAVE £1,876 



POC.92 

w m per week 

over 5yrs 

NO DEPOSIT 


UP TO 5 YEARS 

0 % APR 


Representative 


r 



SPARK 1.0 LS 

THE 5-DOOR CITY CAR WITH EXPRESSIVE DESIGN 


FROM 

£ 13,499 

SAVE upto £5,000 


UP TO 5 YEARS 

0 % APR 


Representative 
and No Deposit on 
selected models 



TRAX 

CHEVROLET’S NEW COMPACT SUV 



rufn^jj^cAP 


BRINDLEY CHEVROLET 


■ Bridge Street, Wednesbury WS10 OAH 
Telephone: 08430 221194 enquiries.chevrolet@brindley.biz 

Browse online: www.brindleychevrolet.co.uk Calls charged at local rate. 


• IMotability 


■ Stafford Road, Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 
Telephone: 08430 221064 enquiries@brindleychevrolet.co.uk 



THREE 

YEAR 

WARRANTY 


OFFICIAL CHEVROLET FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES SPARK 1.0 (MPG): URBAN 42.8, EXTRA-URBAN 67.3, COMBINED 55.4, CO 2 119 G/KM, TRAX RANGE: URBAN: 34.4-52.3, 

EXTRA URBAN: 51.3-70.6, COMBINED - 43.4-62.7. C0 2 EMISSIONS 120-153G/KM. 

Chevrolet Spark 1.0 LS: cash price £6,999 Metallic Paint £425. Offer available until 31st December 2013. Chevrolet Trax from £13,499. "0% APR Representative, Finance subject to status, terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/Indemnity may be required. Finance supplied by Albany Finance 28-30 Wolverhampton Street, Dudley, DY11DB. Prices correct 
at time of print. Offers not available in conjunction with any other offer. Offers may not apply to all Dealer stock. Warranty expires at 3 years or 60,000 miles, whichever occurs first. This offer includes Chevrolet’s standard Customer Care Commitment of a 2 year unlimited mileage manufacturer’s warranty, and third year manufacturer’s warranty with a 60,000 mile limitation. 

We can introduce you to a limited number of finance providers, commission may be received. 
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Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 


1 Family 


a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 


Leisure Time 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


Business & Farming 


Property 


8 Motoring 




Local Information 


10 Personals 


V 


FreeAds 


IT'S 

TREE 

IT'S 

EAST 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

www.expressand&tarjcom/ 

bookanad 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


Place a paid for advert 


© 

L. 

By Phone 

01902 317878 

8.30am - 6pm Mon - Fri. Closed Sat/Sun. 


L. 

Online 

www.expressandstar.com/ 

bookanad 



In person 


At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


Family 


4AA4 

DUDLEY TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 
Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11+ , SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 


A LEVEL/GCSE Chemistry and 
Maths Tuition, 20 years postgrad 
exp. Current CRB. 07983 381110 
ENGLISH, MATHS, SCIENCE 11+, 
GCSE, from £5, Qualified Teach¬ 
ers. 01902 335879 / 07803 170919. 
MATHS AND ENGLISH tuition at all 
levels, young to mature students. 
10 yrs exp. 07931 554503. 


CAPITOL MOBILITY - BILSTON 

Scooters, powerchairs, stairlifts, 
riser chairs, all mobility sales. Call: 
01902 409929. 

ELECTRIC RISER recliner chair, 
burgundy, excellent condition, 
£200 ono. 01902 564391. 

FOOT ABLE - Struggling to reach 
your toe nails? Call fora home visit, 
07846 326801 - NHS reg. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Excellent condition. 

4 wheels. 

Folds into boot. 
Can deliver. 

£295. 

07508 311029. 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831246292. 


Straits Mobility 

STAIRLIFTS 
New & Reconditioned 
Sales, Service & Repairs 

01384 356356 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. Plus New 
Lifts. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


PEPPER PIG house, school, park, 
camper, lots more, £25. Happy land 
house, School, church, figures, 
plus lots more £25. 01902 657158. 


Leisure 

Time 


GENTS MOUNTAIN BIKE 18 

months old, mint condition, acces¬ 
sories included, top range, £175 
ono. 07504 263510. 



HOLIDAY CARAVAN 

Cosalt Torbay. 

11 months holiday park, DG, 
GCH, walking distance into 
Stourport on Severn. 

£10,500. 

Call for full details: 
07810 044813. 07801 530894. 


UNHAPPY? FANCY A CHANGE? 

Move your (green) caravan to 
Neuadd Bridge Caravan Park near 
Welshpool. Contact: Roger 
07714 756645. roger@nbcp.co.uk 

WILLERBY GRANADA 35x12 2- 
bed, CH, sea views, beach, pool, 
etc. Mid Wales coast £13500 inc 
2014 fees. 01970 828956 


All Caravans Wanted 
Any Age or Condition 
*CASH WAITING* 

Immediate collection 

Call Bill on 07760 344 750 


STATIC CARAVANS WANTED All 

Caravans bought for cash! Don’t 
pay next year’s site fees!, No Com¬ 
mission/transport charges, Quick 
decision 07851 576221. 

TOURING CARAVAN wanted, as 
cheap as possible, in any condition. 
Anything considered. 

Telephone 07980 365757. 


World _ , \ 

^Mobility ^ 


NEW Electric Scooters 

from only£695 

Second hand from £300 




Manual Wheelchairs 

from £110 Electric Rise & 
Recline Chairs 


An 


Showroom 108C Brettell Lane, Amblecote Stourbridge 

DY8 4BS or call 01384 378252 

OPEN MON-SAT 9-5 pm FREE PARKING AT REAR 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

^Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

Simply click the FreeAds icon 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

* Best Every Saturday Boot Sale * 

*. 10am - 1pm till Christmas * 

* A454 By Wheel Pub, between ★ 

* W’ton & Bridgnorth, WV15 5NR ★ 

* www.bestbootsales.com * 

* 07890 267041 * 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★■A- 
COL’S CAR BOOT AND MARKET 

Sunday @ Himley Bypass, B4176. 
Wednesday next to Sandiacre 
Garden Centre. 6am 07973 
904585. www.colscarboot.co.uk 


FISHING TACKLE WANTED any¬ 
thing considered. New or Old 
01902 754011 or 07931 568716 


DEAN ACOUSTIC for sale, 

£150. 

01902 679660. 

EKO ACOUSTIC guitar, £80. 

Ashbury Jazz guitar, £150. 
01902 679660. 


needed, £2,500. Ring for details, 
Kingswinford 01384 402023. 
07775 752851. 

TANGLEWOOD STAR Electric 
guitar. £200 with hard case. 

01902 679660. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


REEBOK ZR9Treadmill, 3 months 
old, used 6 times. £400 ovno. 
Wolverhampton 07890 530979. 


STRICTLY COME DANCING 

tickets, NIA, Jan 19, 6.30pm show, 
lower 3. Great views £49.50 each. 
07449 852112. 



3 Bed Caravan For Sale 


at Wide Horizons 7 
Holiday Park 
£5995 



Call for more details: 07813121678 




devon 




PAIGNTON 

The Kingswinford 



FAMILY ROOMS AVAILABLE 
CHILD DISCOUNTS 

All rooms en suite 
100 yards to beach and pier 
Contractors Welcome 

01803 558358 

www.kingswinfordhotel.com 


self catering > 

holidays 


Saundersfoot Bungalow 

3 Bed, all en suite, sleeps 8, 
c/h, TV, video, w/m, d/w, m/w 

Ring brochure 
0121 353 1575 



counselling 


HEALTH COUNSELLING AND 
ADVICE and stress management, 
qualified nurse. 01902 451502. 


psychics 


PSYCHIC READINGS & party book¬ 
ings. West Brom indoor market. 
Special Offer £15. 07957 107958. 



car hire 


A ALL YEAR DISCOUNT! White 
Rolls Cloud, Shadow & Vintage 
with free hire of Jaguar. 01384 
236188/01902 887628 www.elite- 
wedding-services.magix.net 



auctions 


Aston's 


i -i Hh 


FREE VALUATIONS EVERY 
WEDNESDAY 10am - 4pm 
Baylies Hall, Tower St, 
Dudley, DY1 1NB 

See website for auction 
calendar and more inf o 
or call us today: 
General -01384 212555 
Toys-01384 250220 

www.astonsauctioneers.co.uk 

www.astonstoyauctions.co.uk 


V_ 


soul music 


SOUL & MOTOWN 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Wombourne Civic Centre 
Saturday Dec 21st. Tickets 
£6.DJs Dave Thomas 
Mick Stevens and Bill Bishop. 
Tickets and further info: 
tel: 07793 282891. 


taxi’s 


CROWN TAXIS 24 Hours. Friendly 
service. All areas covered/ 
01384 868686 01384 484484. 

TOP LINE TRAVEL Airport transfer 
specialists and seaports. 01384 
296362, info@toplinetravel.co.uk 
U R TAXIS Forget the car ring UR 
Airport transfers, Nights out with 
pre book only.Call: 07738 870242 
With over 200 cars Centre Cars is 
Nol for transporting you to your 
destination! 01902 717273 
5 STAR TAXIS Single fare over the 
festive season. You Drink We 
Drive. 01384 232323 / 252525 


Home & 
Services 


WINTER SALE 
UPTO 70% OFF 

STARTS BOXING DAY 10AM 


BFC FURNITURE 

BURNT TREE, DUDLEY 

New Factory Outlet 


Worcester extra value divan single 
was £99 NOW £49.50. Doubles £89.50. 

Cleo Sofa Bed die clac in fabric or faux leather 
was £398 NOW £119 

Melissa Cabin Bed, with base cupboards and 
drawers, blue or pink, quality mattress, 
was £390 NOW £195. 

complete divans from £49, ortho matts from £69, 
memory foam matts £89, metal fashion beds 


1000 mattresses, wing chairs £119, recliner chairs 
£199, massage and power recliners from £299, 
complete suites from £299. 

Save 50% on all leather corner units-normally 
£499 half price £249. 

3 seater wexford fabric sofas-normally £399 
clearance £149. Chairs £49. Recliners leather 
£199. Beds from £49. Mattresses from just £29. 
Bunk beds £99. 

OPEN 7 DAYS. SUNDAY 10AM-4PNI 


BFC, Unit 9, Coneygre Rd, Burnt Tree, 
Dudley DY4 8XPA461 

over road from new Tesco, 100 mtrs past Toby. “S3 

0121 557 6885-S 


BLACK LEATHER SOFAS 

Genuine black faux leather sofa 
suite, 3+2 in black, as new, 
can deliver locally for £25. 

£274.99 

07729 296263. 


KING SIZE MATTRESS memory 
foam one side, orthopaedic the 
other, never used, £90. Telephone 
01384 573497. 

TWO SEATER SOFA, modern 
fabric, ivory, washable cushions 18 
months, cost £395, bargain £185. 
07807 679784. 


BUILT IN HOOVER Capapied, ideal 
for workshop or new build, £150. 
Details 01902 791441. 

FRIDGE FREEZER, in excellent 
condition, £85. 

Telephone 07503 857484. 


f|l0121 5509800 

II DOMCSTICS 

of Halesouien 

14 Hagley Road, Halesowen (town centre) 

Massive Refrigeration Sale Now On! 


SALES SPARES REPAIRS 


WANTED COOKERS, fridges, 
washers, must be good, clean con¬ 
dition and working. 07944 351351. 


Top Soil, 
Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Sand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 


TREES FELLED Pruned, Turfing, 
fencing, slabbing, hedges trimmed, 
garden clearance, fully insured. 
Arboricultural Assoc & Council 
approved. 01902 892652. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

CAR BOOT ITEMS ornaments, table 
lamps, bedding etc, £50 the lot. 
0121 520 7749. Tividale. 

CORRUGATED Roofing Sheets 

Also tile effect/box profile/curved 
and z purlins. Call Hornsey Steels 
01547 530419 


URGENTLY REQUIRED- 

DVDS, CDS AND BLU-RAYS, 
good prices paid, can 
collect,01905 20821 or07889 
467889 


WANTED ANY OLD TOOLS 

CASH PAID 

Hand tools, anything considered. 

01543452491 /07539340307 


ALL BOXED/LOOSE 
RAILWAY COLLECTIONS 
WANTED 

ANY GAUGE OR AGE 

Also live steam, also Diecast, 
Dinky, Corgi, Spot On. 
Guaranteed top cash prices 
paid!! 

0121 602 2569/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67@hotmail. 
com 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft »Uadro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 
01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


BATTERY DRILL/HONDA GENER¬ 
ATOR/ 30 foot shed, anything old 
and unusual. 01384 484309 or 
07930 949337. 


CIGARETTE CARDS 

Plus bubblegum and football 
cards such as A&BC, Barratt 
etc. Also comics and annuals 
required. Beano, Dandy, 
Marvel and other interesting old 
comics. Pre 1970 please. Will 
collect. Good cash prices paid 
for full collections. Text 
message to 07769 295027 or 
call. 

01952 253266 


WANTED car trailer, approximately 
6ft. 

Telephone 01902 894225. 


FOR ALL YOUR COMPUTER NEEDS 
(01384) 392571 
www.computerserviceltd.co.uk 





AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free call out & estimates on any 
TV Plasma, LCD, Projection repairs. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 


TV, DVD OR BLUE RAY BROKEN 
DOWN plasma and LCD not 
working call Sertronics on 01922 
624412 



accountants 


ACCOUNTANCY & TAX, Year end 
accounts, VAT, Payroll, Est 20 yrs 
01902 68 86 68 / 07850 450 636 


aerials 


AAi 


DIGITAL 
A ERIMS i 

1 aerial into 2 rooms 

CSS 

1 aerial into 4 rooms 

mewssm 

All work guaranteed 
SAME DAY SERVICE 


01902 858191 
01384 429166 


01543 439095 
01922 716029 
07833 738857 


A A CLEAR 

VISION AERIALS 

Freeview, FreeSat, Sky 
Aerials from £69 
Dishes from £69 

OAP DISCOUNT 

Telephone for details: 

01902 752036 


AA JONES AERIAL Specialists, Est 
1966, Excellent picture guaranteed 
or no charge, call 01902 882568. 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


blinds 


I3linCr, 

INDSOj 


Made to measure 
vertical & roller blinds 


_ FROM JUST £99 

BUNDSDehems 

01902738989.07790 041319 


block paving 


A1 BLOCK PAVING, brickwork, 
fencing, OAP discounts. Free 
quotes, Sandwell: 07519 724789. 


building services 


All TYPES OF BUILDING & roofing 
work by Davies & Son. No job too 
small. See us on ‘Rated People’. 
Call 01902 579592 / 07837 994465 
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carpentry & 
joinery 


ALL CARPENTRY WORK. 

Kitchens, doors, decking. 30 years 
experience. Free quotes. Call 
01902 280525 or 07989 806900. 


carpet & upholstery 
_ cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Carpets dry in 30 minutes. 

Call Paul: 0800112 3959 
www.aclasscarpetcleaning.co.uk 


A BRILL CLEAN for your Carpets & 
Suite. O.A.P Discounts. Best 
Prices. Call Steve 01902 575146. 


cavity wall 
insulation 


CAVITY WALL & loft insulation, 
free survey. Call: Stuart Whittaker 
07767 114557 or 01902 671423. 


chimney sweeps 


Sweep 

Open fires, log burners 
brush & vac service, 
r~ clean & tidy, fully insured 
M w Lucky Sweep For Weddings 

' , Call Brian Jenkins 

01384 23913607930 357901 


domestic 
v cleaning 


CLEANS* voii 

Domestic Cleaning & Ironing Service. 
Friendly, Reliable & Trustworthy. 
Call Anita on: 07854163 804. 


double glazing 


■fi-Zcc Fix- 

DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 
Tel: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 

• 70mm Internally Glazed High Security Frames 

• 28mm Pilkington 'K' Units • Document L Compliant 

• Shoot Bolt Locking • Sight Line Glazing • Secured By 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


double glazing 
V_ repairs 


^SETTHE 

\F030Ull\ 

Condensation removal 
from failed double 
glazing at least 
50% cheaper than 
replacements. 


drain clearance 


ALL DRAIN AND SEWER 

Blockages cleared fast. 

Call Fast Clean: 01902 736424. 


driveways & 
v_ patios 


block paving. Quality service. 
01902 267670 or 0800 4748525. 
Visit www.sandqdriveways.co.uk. 
TARMAC SERVICES Tarmac 
drives, specialised drive painting, 
mini digger work, no job too small. 
Call: 07880 604282/07528387134. 


WHITNEY PAVING 
& LANDSCAPING 

Driveways, patios, 
fencing, walls. 

All work guaranteed. 
Free Quotes. 

0121 557 1084/ 
07957 450716 


fencing 


PORTWAY FENCING 



flooring 


3 FLOOR FINISHES 

Laminate, Carpet & Vinyl floor fitter 
Professional and Reliable service, 
25 years experience. Free estimates 

Call: 07890 981282 


gardening 
V services 



JEZ’S GARDEN SERVICES 

Lawns cut, Borders, 
Garden clearances 
Trees lobbed and shaped 
Fencing, Slabbing... 
Please call: 01384 403353 
or 07929 600636 


gas fitting 




A BOILER BREAKDOWN 
REPAIR OR SERVICE 

Cookers & gas fires 
fitted, landlord certs 
Call John at 
J&E Heating on: 

01902 562664/ 
07969 687832. 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


haberdashery 


MRS BUTTONS HABERDASH¬ 
ERY. Clearance sale, upto 50% off. 
Stall 35, 3rd Avenue, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Indoor Market. 07703 728258. 


handyman 
v services 


YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 
All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


24HR EMERGENCY Carpentry, 
locks, plastering, plumbing, roofing 
and gardens etc. Please Calf: 
01902 683100 / 07968 022762. 


home 

improvements 


NEW BATTERY for your old power 
tool too expensive. Re-cell now for 
a much lower cost. Call Sertronics 
on 0845 1801015 


house 

clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Tel: 07852 172641. 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. Prompt att. KJ Bradley 01902 
373248. www.plans4u.co.uk 

DRAWINGS FOR Planning, build¬ 
ing regs, extensions 01902 858841 
www.epwolverhampton.co.uk 


plastering 


DOMESTIC 

PLASTERING 


rendering & small building 
work undertaken. 35 years 
experience. For a free quote 


Call Roy 
07583 643932 
01902 601553 


P.D.PPLASTERING&TILING 

All aspects of plastering & 
Tiling. City & Guilds NVQ. 

Call Pete: 07505662778 
www.pdpplastering.com 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 


plumbing & heating 


CENTRA HEAT 

Boiler Servicing inc Free Landlords Certificate. 
Power Flushing, Boiler/ System Repairs 

£200 OFF/Trade in old boiler 

Installed in December, t&c apply 

A 

_A 

Lf 

01902 84S211 

4 


MARSH HEATING & 
PLUMBING 

Plumbing, Heating, Gaswork. 

Gas Safe Registered. 

Call Steve: 07796 270745 or 
Dan: 07807 818730 


K NASH & SON CH, combi boiler & 
7 rads £2,200. Boiler changes from 
£1,200. All aspects of plumbing 
work undertaken. 01902 790327 or 
07973 721206. 


plumbers 


TRIDENT PLUMBING 

All general plumbing work 
undertaken, No job too small! 
Reliable and experienced 
plumber, free quotes 
Call Dave 

01384823863-07854338356 


G M PLUMBING SERVICES Com¬ 
plete Bathrooms, Kitchens, Taps 
Showers,Blockages 07976 012468 


painters / 
decorators 


CALL M & B DECORATORS 

City & Guilds 
No job too small 
Free Quote 
01902 494555 


l PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

sevice by RC Decorating. Free 
competitve quotes: 07773 025880. 
C I PAINTING & DECORATING 
Over 25 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
01902 683678 / 07890 879 892. 
INTERIOR PAINTER AND DECO¬ 
RATOR Friendly and reliable, clean 
and tidy.Call Deb 01384 821846 / 
07502 396385 


LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painter and Decorator 

Quality work with competitive prices. 

For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 


MTK PAINTING/DECORATING 

City & Guilds Qualified. Call Mark 
01384 340930/07825 558940 


property 

maintenance 


DG PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

Decorating, Gardening, Woodwork, 
Locks, Windows and Doors 
Fitted & Replaced. Gas Safe. 

07814 379166.rOI384 839366 


radiator covers 




Made to measure in many 
different styles 
Prices from only £30 

Call: 07403 312612 


removals 


ABIE REMOVALS 

local House Clearances 
Domestic & Commercial 
Competitive Prices 

Call 07870 341089 


t CHEAPER 
REMOVALS 

^MIIW I - 

NATIONWIDE, INSURED, 
FREE QUOTES 
Single Items to Full Removals. 
01902 894916 / 07807 773035 


A1KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS & HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 

Single items, 

Full houses, Offices etc 

Recession rates, 
FREE QUOTES 

We take the stress away 

40 years experience 

07966 281957 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 
CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209/01902 830870 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


EXTRA LARGE VAN Up to 2 men, 
fully insured. Full house moves or 
single items. We deliver & move 
anything! Call John: 07541 777508 


roofing 


A ROOFING 

main, flat, rubber roofing, all 
repointing, canopies, fascias, 
soffits and gutters. Free 
quotes. 8am-8pm. 
01902 722447. 

All genuine quotes beaten. 


ALEXANDER & SON 24hr building 
and roofing service. Felting/gutter¬ 
ing.Est over 35yrs. Free esti- 
mate.01902 782005/07415 634461 
ALL ROOF AND CHIMNEY repairs. 
Guttering, fascias. Flat to pitch. 
Felting. Call: 07973 320461. 

DALE ROOFING CONTRACTORS. 
Flat roofing, tiling, slatting, fascias 
and guttering. Call Tony on 01902 
895108 or 07907 722399. 


MG^ 
ROOFING' 

Flat roofs, tiling, 
roof repairs, fascias 
and gutters. 


01902 238989 or 
07580 465449 


PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 
SEMI RETIRED ROOFER All things 
roofing, flat roofs/fascias and 
guttering, 38 years experience. 
Please call Keith: 07546 158165 


rubbish removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed. Load and Remove any 
Waste. Call Now: 07969 628382 


skip hire 


V 


A fast, friendly service. 

All Size Skips and 
Card Facilities Available. 
01902 494452 / 01902 408383 



All sizes 

All areas covered 
Immediate delivery 
Competitive prices 
Fast and Reliable service 

Call:01384 240956 
07920 885774 


AN ABSOLUTE 
AFFORDABLE 

CASTLE 
SKIP HIRE 

Mini, midi and 
large skips 

| 01384237577| 
019024057451 
077196718451 


BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! 

No Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 30 years, 01384 232359. 
GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 
Mini, midi, maxi, large. 
Screened soil and crushed 
hardcore for sale. All skips for 
weekend must be booked by 
Friday. Call: 0121 555 6060. 



ATM&M 

SKIPS 

Fast, friendly service 
All areas covered 
All sizes 

Same day service 

Freephone 
0800 619 0189 
07904 915016 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 



Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


AIR ARMS S410 

Gas powered, 10 shot .177, 
with carry case and silencer. 
Also Deben scope, which cost 
£550, might separate. 

Will accept £500 for both. 
Telephone 07789 053575. 


AIR RIFLES 

XS20 and B2 custom, both with 
accesories, as new, bargain. 
Vintage Diana 27. 

Very good condition. 

Call for details 07925 251455. 
8.30am - 6pm. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 




• Pet supplies • Dog grooming 
• Dog training 

179 Dudley Road, Brierley Hill, DY5 1HR 
Tel: 01384 364080 
www.companionspets.co.uk 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


CAVAPOO PUPPIES superb 
blacks, black/tans and apricots. 
£475/£750. 07867 530504. 
CHIHUAHUA PUPPY 10 weeks old, 
cream, parents can be seen. £450. 
07881 - 


DOG-BOARDERS REQUIRED 

Retired or working from home? 
Secure Garden? No Pets? 

Tel: 01384 820201 

Email: paulandjan@pals4pets.co.uk 


GERMAN SHEPHERD Puppies, KC 
Reg. £350. 12 weeks. 01746 
761279 or 07814 132454. 


service. £5 off every 
Please call 07792 870543. 

JACK RUSSELL PUPPIES, £100 
ea< 07460 313381. 


JASMINE AND SPOTTY 

Jasmine is a small liver/white 
ears 
)lack 
girl also eight 
years old. 

Both of these dogs are very 
pretty, well behaved and gentle, 
they are also good with children 
and other dogs. 

Both are spayed, they have 
always lived together and need 
to be rehomed together. 
TILLY Four year old little black 
and white Jack Russell. 

If you can offer these girls a 
loving home 
01588 676106. 


KITTENS X 2, 9 weeks old, female, 
all black, litter trained and wormed, 
£40 each. 

Telephone 07765 103474. 


MIDLANDS 
BIGGEST 

REPTILE CENTRE 

Snakes, Lizards, Spiders, 
Frogs, Equipment 

R01384 877150 

www.prestwoodpetzone.com 


MINIATURE Jack Russell pups, 
teacup, small and cute, parents on 
view. £150.01902 685399. 

RAGDOLL/RAGAMUFFIN kittens, 
companion breeds, also older cats, 
£250. Deposit secures. 01902 
893617, 07436 002562. 

THREE STAFFY PUPS blues, 
approx 6 weeks old, 1 girl, 2 boys. 
07804 096028. 


Express & Star 


THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PROMOTING 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 




Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 



accountants 


ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 

for Small Business. Competitive 
Rates. Call 01902 882600 
ACCOUNTS, BOOK KEEPING, 
PAYROLL, VAT New start-ups 
welcome. Phone Clover on: 
01384 459714 or 07715 510749. 


business 
v services 


MAIL BOXES ETC 


UK & Worldwide parcel delivery 

20% OFF 

Call us on 01902 422700 

Visit us at 33 Queen Street, WV1 3AP 

mbewolverhampton.co.uk 

'Offer excludes postage, stamps and stationery. 


commercial 

premises 


BTC PROPERTIES 
UNITS AND OFFICES 
TO LET 

6,000 Sq Ft High St Tipton 
7,000 SQ Ft Yard Tipton 

Offices also available. 

Flexible terms 
Call 01902 497696 or 
07788 591679 


UNITS TO LET IN 
WOLVERHAMPTON 

Suitable for many uses. 
From £40 dw. 

NO VAT 
Telephone 

07927766799 
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Property 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 


_, STUDIOS To let, newly 

refurbished, Willenhall area. 

Call for details 07885 158918. 

BILSTON 3-bed semi, CH, DG, fur¬ 
nished, driveway, new carpets, 
£500pcm. 07886 781724. 

CHAPEL ASH: Clean 1-bed Flat, 
DG, off road parking, £95 pwk. 
01902 340073 or 07770 660636. 


tactus@sanctuary-housing.co.uk 

FULLY FURNISHED STUDIO FLAT 

Tettenhall area, No DSS. 
07976 263435 or 01902 700028. 


HOUSES & FIATS AVAILABLE 

FOR RENT 

WITH 2+ BEDROOMS 

In Dudley, Stourbridge, 
Brierley Hill, Sedgley, Halesowen 


Average rent for a flat is 


01384 814183 or 01384 811453 


ONE BEDROOM ground floor flat, 
part furnished, modern kitchen, 
bathroom, gas heating, close to 
Jaguar Land Rover. £450 pern. 

Apply in writing to Ray Sant, 160 
Winchester Road, Fordhouses, 
Wolverhampton WV10 6HA. 

ROOMS TO RENT in shared house, 
part furnished, close to Wolver¬ 
hampton town. 07427 650188. 

SPACIOUS STUDIO Green Lanes, 
Bilston, 2 available, private parking, 
approx £80pw. 07966 074936. 

THREE BED house, modern, Park 
Village, W-ton, rent negotiable, 
DSS Ok. 07849 233747. 

THREE BED house, Netherton, CH, 
DG, ideal for family, £140pw. 

07949 433986. 

THREE BED HOUSE TO LET 

DG, CH, Park Village. 1 bed flat, 
Chapel Ash, DSS. 01902 686605. 

TIPTON, Two bedroom semi¬ 
detached, garden, Negotiable 
Upfront Fees, DSS family welcome, 
07772 857157. 

WEDNESFIELD Speedwell Close, 2 

bed house, parkinr - 

£525pcm. 07800 8761 


I BUY HOUSES! 

Local investor pays 10k more. 
Call Alex 07729 297901 


TWO BUNGALOWS 
SEMI DETACHED 
KIDDERMINSTER 

Both two bed, in need of mod¬ 
ernisation, sold as one unit. 

£240,000. 

01562 822266. 

After 7pm. 


BRAND NEW 
LUXURY PARK HOME 
SHROPSHIRE 

on select site, all main 
services, excellent locations, 
close to all amenities. 

From £75,000 

01902 373271 


MOBILE HOME 

Two bedrooms, excellent 
throughout, good sized garden, 
private parking, residential site 
at Hinksford near Kingswinford, 

£99,500. 

01384 400631 or 07896 
325163. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


A 


Jobs 


DISPENSARY DELIVERY DRIVER 

- Wolverley Surgery. We require a 
reliable driver to provide the home 
delivery service for dispensed pre¬ 
scriptions to our patients. You will 
be self-motivated with excellent 
customer care and time manage¬ 
ment skills, have a clean driving 
licence and be a good communica¬ 
tor. Please visit our website 
www.wolverleysurgery.co.uk Job 
Vacancies for application form. 
Closing date 3rd January 2014 

HGV 1 DRIVERS Respected 
company, good working conditions. 
Collection and delivery of vehicles 
and trailers. A&R Vehicle Services 
0121 526 6611 (Darlaston) 


APPOINTMENT MAKERS experi¬ 
ence in monitored security systems 
an advantage but not essential. Full 
training will be given to the right 
candidate, Basic pay plus commis¬ 
sion. Call Neil on 01384 254878. 


COMMERCIAL VEHICLE 

PAINTERS With prep and masking 
skills, good rates of pay/working 
conditions A&R Vehicle Services 
0121 526 6611 (Darlaston) 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 
•1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 

• Driver Medicals 
• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 
www.topgear-lgv.com 


nurriMW 


DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726/07831 646601 


Artie, Drawbar Cl / 
Driving B+E Car / Mpv 
- . —~ /~^ 73 7? 


Get 95-100% For Your House-FAST! 


^Free valuation. Free consultation 
^Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 


5^ 100% Confidential. No obligation 
^Repossession stopped 

0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 
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CENTRAL 
TRANSPORT 


HGY pcy All LICENCE CATEGORIES, CPC AND TD A ININA 
ADR COURSES. CALL FOR FREE BROCHURES I HHIIIIIIV 


0800 975 7121 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 

SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE “QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS” 



VW PASSAT ESTATE 

Diesel 2.5 V6 Auto ‘02 metallic 
gold, EW&EM, AC, FSH, 
alarm, MoT, tax, remote 
central locking, PAS, alloys, 
CD Changer, Half Leather, 
Superb. £2,450 ono.07871 
913497. 


BMW 118i 07 SH, metallic blue, full 
MoT, 1 owner, petrol, very good 
condition, £5,200 ono. 


BMW 316Ti ES, 04, 53k, immacu¬ 
late, silver, full BMW SH, ABS, EW, 
EM, air con, CD, alarm, tax, long 
MoT, £2,600. 07504 974482. 

CITROEN XSARA PICASSO 05 

reg, silver, taxed and MoT’d, good 
condition. £1,795. 

07958 694348. 

FORD FIESTA Style 1.2, blue, 55 
reg., 18,000 miles, long MoT, taxed 
central locking, £2,300. 07530 
315693. 



TOYOTA YARIS T-SPORT 


2002, 76,000 miles, tax March 
2014, MoT April 2014, AC, CD, 
EW, RCL, excellent condition. 

£1,600 ono. 

Call 07505 100296. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 

2013 reg., one owner, 5 door, 
1.4, 7,000 miles, all electrics, 
computer, alloys, as new, 

£4,995. 

07501 784767. 


VW T25 CARAVELLE 7 seater, 
Auto, 2.1 petrol, LPG conversion, 
tax, Mot, very good condition in/out. 
£3,250. ono. 01299 877979. 

BBS 


B MAf Urt ZS 

CARS UNDER £1000 

Full mots - Open 7 Days a week! 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


jidsCwUh^a.7 


FORD FOCUS 1.6TDCi Studio, 55 
reg, Tax and MoT May 2014, FSH, 
109,000 miles, new clutch. £3,100. 
07527 555399. 


MUST BE SEEN 


FORD FOCUS C MAX 
1.6 ZETEC 2007 

Metallic Grey, Genuine 47k. 

6 months MoT. Alloy wheels. 
Economical. 

Privacy tinted windows. 
Usual refinements. 

Two owners. 

Ideal versatile hatchback. 
Suit Family, learner or small 
business. 

Very nice condition. 
Health reason forces sale. 

Excellent price £3,950 ono. 
01902 883266. 



FORD FOCUS GHIA 


2005, 63,500 miles, grey, 1 
owner, fsh, 11 months MoT and 
tax, Cruise Control, alloys and 
usual Ghia specification extras. 

£3,300. 

07964 592203. 



LANDROVER DISCOVERY 
GS TD5 2.5 DIESEL 


2001 (Y), manual, Iona MoT, tax 
April, 5 seater, AC, super 
condition, fsh, new tyres, twin 
SR, low mileage 100k, silver, 
good condition. 

£3,995 o.n.o. 
may take p/ex 
07790 207207. 


PEUGEOT 1007 SPORT 1.4, black, 
2007, 21,850 miles, 12 months 
MoT, 5 months tax, full spec, 
£2,450 ono. 07932 479632. 


RANGE ROVER SPORT, 06 reg, 
diesel, auto, silver, 110,000 miles, 
fsh, £12,950 ono. 

01902 747180 or 07774 898966. 


RENAULT MEGANE DYNAMIQUE, 

59 reg, 5 door, hatch, blue, abs, 43k 
miles, long MoT, fsh, e/w, e/m, a/c, 
£5,950 ono. 07940 251557. 


RENAULT MEGANE 
DYNAMIQUE TCE 


2009, 59 reg, 1.4 cc turbo, 
blue, all usual fittings, only 
21,300 miles, 10 months MoT. 
Sale due to medical reasons. 

£5,500 ono. 01902 634085. 


BARGAIN FOR QUICK 
SALE! 

FORD MONDEO 1.LX 

Metallic silver, 54 reg, tax and 
MoT’d, good runner, very 
reliable, EW, EM, CL with 2 
keys, 4 new tyres, maintained 
regardless of expenses. 
Bargain £1,350 for quick 
sale. 

07814 473020 or 01384 
345253. 


ThiiCmOkM 


CITROEN XSARA, 2002, green, 5 
door, hatch, MoT, diesel, tax, good 
runner, £595 ono. 07891 684560. 


jepte 

tax March, 58,000 miles, cfeai 
dition, ideal first car, £795. 


HYUNDAI AMICA lOOOcc, auto¬ 
matic, 02 reg, beautiful condition, 
lovely drive, MoT, tax, £1,500. 
01902 753545 or 07800 637961. 



KIA RIO LX, 2003, 54,000 miles, 
blue, electric windows and mirrors, 
3 months MoT, 2 months tax, great 
runner. £725 ono. 0121 5501357. 

MERCEDES Cl 80 K 2003, 3 door, 
Coupe, Mot June 2014, FSH. Very 
good condition. £2,195 ono. 

07951 376480. Wolverhampton. 

NISAAN ALMERA 2001, 1.6, petrol, 
12 months tax and MoT, good cod- 
nition, £375. 07908 895829. 


Auto, 2004, 78,139 miles, 
silver, electric windows, 
airbag, AC, fsh, alarm, MoT, 
auto, metallic paint, central 
locking, pas, tax, stereo. 

£999 ono. 


07946 780301. 


NISSAN MICRA lOOOcc, 1998, Red, 
lady owner for 15 years, FSH, 80k, 
tax May 14, MoT end Sept 14. 
£495. 07999 459081. 

PEUGEOT 106 ZEST 2 1.1 1999 
reg. FSH 84k miles ,Blue, ideal first 
car. MoT Aug 14. £595 ono P/Ex 
Welcome. 07543 481453 T. 

RENAULT CLIO 1.2 Expression, 03 
reg, 26,000 miles, silver, SR, 1 lady 
owner, taxed and MoT June 2014, 
£1,450. 01384 279640. 

RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 16V 06 
reg, 3-dr, 70,000 miles, silver, 
excellent condition. £995. 07944 
851341. 

SAAB 93 SE 1999, T reg, 75k, blue, 
12 months MoT, one months tax, 
fsh £750. 07761 486075. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2, 5-dr, 52 
plate, only 21,000 miles, full MoT, 
lady owner, slight door dents hence 
only £950. 07703 463444. 

VAUXHALL CORSA Active 1.0, 
2003, FSH, 57K miles, black, tax, 
MoT, excellent condition, 1st to see 
will buy, £1,395. 07939 483221. 


VAUXHALL FRONTERA 2.2, 16V, 
P reg, 10 months MoT, good condi¬ 
tion, tinted EW, tow bar, alarm, CD 
player, £700 ono. 07789 722367. 


VOLVO S40 2001 1.6 petrol, MoT 

Nov 14, - -'-'* 

good t\ 
work, £ 

VOLVO V40 ESTATE 2.0 petrol, X 
Reg., Tax August, MoT February, 
£750. 01902 341568. 


VW GOLF GTI, 4 door, G reg, tax, no 
MoT, CD, radio and alarm, reason¬ 
able condition for year, £600. 
Telephone 07890 130918. 


VW POLO 1.0E 

Red, 3 door, 2001, 67k, 2 lady 
owners, VW fsh, MoT, tax, 
timing belt changed, Pioneer 
Bluetooth, sunroof, superb. 

£1,300 ono. 

Telephone 07969 572690. 


RENAULT KANGOO 1.9 diesel van, 
white, 51 reg, 57,000 miles, tax and 
MoT January 2014, £950. 
Telephone 07885 711573. 



VAUXHALL VIVARO 


2900 CDTi LWB VAN 

Feb 2007, 115 bhp, 6 speed, 
white, ply lined, full MoT, 55K 
miles. 

Excellent condition. 

£5,295 ono. 

07734 845529. 


AUTOMATIC 
DRIVING TUITION 

Teaching able bodied and 


Fully adapted vehicle. 

Two hour assessment lesson £34. 
Patient female instructor 

Telephone: 07791 486560 


Drive All Seasons 


© 


Lessons Starting from 

5 Lessons £50 
10 Lessons £89 


£ 


[Manual & Automatic 


Christmas / Birthday Gifts Available 

COVERING WOLVERHAMPTON, 
WALSALL & CANNOCK. 

Free Unlimited Theory 

07317 845477 


www.driveallseasons.co.uk 



Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


AMAZING OFFER 5 lessons £40, 
10 lessons £80. £15 an hour there 
after. Call now 07958 051263. 



HONDA CM200T 1981, showroom 
condition, show or ride, taxed and 
tested, £999. 01902 791441. 

MR 125 4 STROKE 13 plate, 2,000 
miles on clock, tax till Feb 2014. 
£950 ono. 07967 220306. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


1st CHOICE 


I TOP PRICE PAID 4 SCRAP CARS! 
VANS! CAMPERS! MOT FAILURES! 



A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars/vans. 
Call 01902 495758 / 07903 549849. 



clutches / brakes^ 

. / gearboxes I 


A CLUTCH 
CHANGE 
MOBILE 

30 t)n experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call Gob 
01384 251328 or 
07972 169554 anytime 

For Example: 

Citroen Cl, C2, C3 
Hyundai 110 
Toyota Yaris 
Clios & Micras 
Ring for quotes on 
others! 


[ 


\ 

engines 


HEADGASKETS from £225, timing 
belts from £60. Clutches. All 
engines repaired / reconditioned. 
EC Engines 01384 484866. 


mobile 

mechanics 


A B MECHANICAL SERVICES Car 

and light vehicle specialist. Home 
or work. Call: 07836 762300. 

MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


servicing 


CALLINGALL Ml OWNERS! 

CElllESERIEIPflRTSIDICESSORIESM 

www.wolverhamptonmazda.co.uk 

WOLVERHAMPTON MAZDA 

133-53 Willenhall Road 
Wolverhampton WV1 2HR 




LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


RALPH IVAN HUNT 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of Flat 74 
Clent Court Vicarage Prospect Dudley 
West Midlands DY1 2AZ, who died on 
19/04/2013, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 
21/02/2014, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

GEORGE GREEN LLP 

195 High Street Cradley Heath 
West Midlands B64 5HW T397371 


10 

Personals 

L 



A RUSTY KNIGHT 

On special offer, Rusty, so in 
need for some TLC or WD40. 

Early 60’s, Male with GSOH, 
honest, trustworthy, single, up 
to date with most things in life, 
would like to find a lady aged 
54-65 of slim build, easy going, 
honest and wants to enjoy life, 
not getting any younger 
(no zimmer frames). 

All letters replied to. 

Box Number PI 8980 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


ALONE? OVER 35? 
Introduction for 
Friendship /Companionship. 
Birmingham/West Mids areas. 

Contact Jane Stephens for 
FREE details: 01452 355144 
www.janestephensbureau 
.co.uk Est. 1977. 


FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet Adult Fun! 
Call 08444 484021 for full details. 
Discretion assured! 



MALE 44 

Average looks, GSOH and 
outgoing. 

I’m looking for a kind hearted 
lady, 30 - 46, n/s, GSOH, for 
friendship and nights in and out 
and possible relationship. 
Single Mums welcome. 

Box Number PI 8983 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


it 


P L BAILEY 
REQUIRES CONTACT 
INFORMATION FOR 


Bilston Youth Club 

(The 64 Club) 

Especial looking for J Phillips. 
G Sweetman. J Williams. 
Sooty and Blossom. 

Please reply to 

Box Number PI 8978, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


SANTA’S NOT JUST FOR 
CHRISTMAS 

Professional lady, own home, 
mid 60’s, slim, blonde, GSOH, 
with many interests including 
socialising, cooking, keep fit, 
theater. Widely travelled, family 
orientated. Looking for a similar 
gentleman with similar qualities 
for long term relationship. 

Box Number PI 8982 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


WROTE IT IN A RUSH 

without thinking. 

Will never forgive myself. 
My best intentions always. 
W.F.E. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


look 

MR D R BURLEY 

I am trying to make contact with 
Mr D R Burley, may also have 
been known as Buzzer. 

He is 50 years old now and I 
believe he is living in the West 
Midlands area. 

Any information would be 
greatly appreciated. 

Box Number PI 8981, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



TEXT IN NOW AND CHAT 
TO LOCAL PEOPLE. SEND: 
CHAT26 TO : 80098 (T8.CS 
BELOW) 



HI I'm Jo, first timer, newly 
divorced perfect size 10, 
blonde, attractive, tactile and 
looking to fall in love again. 
Age unimportant, dad 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 409089| 
SUSIE 32yr old nurse who 
likes cosy nights in with a good 
bottle of wine and spending 
quality times with great 
company, if you feel the same 
pis get in touch. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 4088771 
BABS 27yrs slender with dark 
haired passionate Italian who 
loves to dance, eat out, looking 
for nice n/s male to spend 
quality adult time with. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4079431 

BUBBLY 60 plus lady, slim,' 
fair hair, comfy in jeans and 
leather jacket, seeks similar 
male for friendship etc. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 
408859 

JOANNA 34, in need of tic, 
wining, dining being treated 
like the princess I am, looking 
for sugar daddy, that someone 
special to love me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4088691 


ABBA girl blonde lookalike, 
size 16, attractive, bubbly, 
OHAC, seeking solvent, 
refined, handsome guy with full 
head of hair, 5ft 9ins plus, 
professional and courteous. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 409151 | 

NEETA Black beauty, classy, 
intelligent 21yrs, loves to enjoy 
life, have lots of fun and be 
spoilt, give me a call. Any age, 
looks and status. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 409101 1 
SUSIE, seeks fifty shades of 
grey with guy any age but must 
be discreet, call and I will 
explain why. Tel: No. 0905 002 
1953 Box No: 407321 
68YR old lady, likes gardening, 
meals out, days out, looking for 
sincere gent to share time with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 408413 

JENNY single independent 
attractive lady, tall and leggy, 
sensual and looking for very 
special male friend. Only 
genuine callers pis. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4082851 

CHRIS blue eyed blonde 
single female, lots of interests, 
loves travel, beach, nights 
in/out, looking for mature 
sincere gent for possible Itr. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4076151 

ATTRACTIVE female, young 
49, 5ft 7ins, blonde hair, blue 
eyes, slim, genuine, loyal, 
easygoing, GSOH, seeks tall, 
handsome male, 40-50 for fun 
times, friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 406135 



YOUR local dating 
service run by the dating 
experts since 1990... 
REAL people REAL ads 


How to use your dating service 


To place your own 
advert call: 

0844 887 2293 

and follow the simple instructions 



Reply to members call: 

0906 500 3955 

call cost £1.53 per min 

Before you dial! Have the adverts 6-digit box 
number written down and key-it-in promptly 
when asked. Don't forget to leave contact details 
for replies. 


Reply to members by text.. 

Simply send REPLY26(leave a space) then enter 
the six-digit box number given on their advert 
(leave a space) and then enter your message & 
send to 80098, eg: 

REPLY26123456 hi get in touch... 
then send to 80098 

Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per 
message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can swap 
contact details. Messages may be moderated for 
your safety and security. 


MARIA gorgeous outgoing 
bbw 27, good fun, caring, 
romantic, looking for that 
special someone to share life 
with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 4087331 
KIM attractive single lady new 
to area looking for meet new 
friends and maybe a new love 
interest. I have many hobbies 
and am interesting to know, pis 
call me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 4084891 
TAYLOR attractive very busty 
curvy black female looking for 
fun times with open-minded 
male who is also looking for 
fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 408311 1 
48YR old attractive female 
seeking local fun maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 403947 

TRACY slim dark haired 
beauty, petite, hardworking 
career, enjoys dancing, nights 
out, WLTM loving male who 
can make me laugh for an 
adult relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
409419| 

SHARON very attractive 
British black lady, sexy size 6 
looking for white male to fall in 
love with. Beautiful people can 
be lonely too. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 4092631 
SAM, 35yrs, own business, 
sexy, loves dressing up and 
married, seeks discreet man 
for casual meetings. Can travel 
anywhere. AC A. Tel No: 0905 
002 1961 Box No: 408297 
MID naughty forties female 
looking fun, thrills and discreet 
meets, give me a call, you 
won’t be disappointed. Any 
age with own accommodation. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 4091091 

ANITA very attractive black 
female, seeking mature 
white/Asian man to enjoy 
uncomplicated relationship 
with no ties. Any age, pis 
contact me, I’m very lonely. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4085051 

ANNA, busty mature lady 
seeks no strings discreet 
meetings with male any age or 
location. Tel No: 0905 002 
1952 Box No: 366019 
JANE attractive, seeking male 
for fun and friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 403807 


BETHANY 25yr old blonde, 
slim size 10 with great 
personality, looking for nice 
guy to share my life with, single 
dad welcome. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 4082531 
HI I’m Pam, cuddly, attractive, 
self-sufficient, employed, 
looking for similar young 
looking, sincere male for 
hopeful Itr. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 4079331 
28YR old female, seeking 
male with GSOH for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 408639 
MIXED raced lady, 34, widely 
travelled, seeking gent, 30-40 
for romance. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 408429 
CURVY Irish female 35yrs 
looking for fun, frolics, 
weekends away and lots of 
excitement with reliable male, 
discretion assured. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4076031 

SLIM active lady' 60s, N/S, 
seeks honest, kind gent, 57-62 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
407693 

ANNABELLA board attractive 
30 something nurse wanting 
healing hands for no strings 
fun. No TLC required. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4074491 

LITTLE bit nice and definitely 
a little bit naughty! Imaginative 
curvy blonde seeks male for 
kisses and cuddles. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 
363428 

62YR old female, widowed, 
small, slim, attractive, kind, 
outgoing, likes meals out, 
dancing, holidays, nights in, 
seeking professional gent. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
394106 

CAROL 36, looking for older 
experienced gent 50-70yrs for 
fun times only, discretion 
assured and expected. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4018531 

SUE attractive lonely brunette 
who loves eves in/out, music, 
WLTM someone sincere to 
love and get close to, why not 
give me a call? Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 407021 1 
FEMALE many interests, 
seeks male, 40-55 for LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
408537 


Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

PLUS you can also listen to other 

members greetings on this number. 

CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0844 800 1188 Monday - Friday 

10am-4pm or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 



TEXT IN NOW AND CHAT 
TO LOCAL PEOPLE. SEND: 
CHAT26 TO : 80098 (T&CS 
BELOW) 

GARY 40, tall, dark hair, seeks 
female, 30-50 for fun and LTR. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:4092071 

GENEROUS male. 6ft, GSOH, 
likes music, DIY, seeks 
attractive lady to spoil and 
pamper. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 409019 
BROADMINDED 67yr old 
male, fit, active, GSOH, caring, 
loving, seeks N/S female, open 
minded, 62-69 for genuine 
LTR. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 407785 


MAURICE Shropshire farmer, 
43, seeks farming lady of any 
age to share the good things in 
life with view to LTR. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 
374021 

YOUNG looking 50's male, 
seeking female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 408177 
MALE 58, good looking, 
placid, seeks honest, loyal, 
caring female with view to 
becoming soul mates. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
400313 

SINGLE male, youthful, 
serene, seeks similar down to 
earth non materialistic female 
to become everlasting soul 
mates. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 407711 
GENUINE good looking male, 
39, WLTM genuine, pretty 
female, 24-42 for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 407753 


MASON single parent, seeking 
female for no strings fun times, 
30-45. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 4094431 
MALE likes nights out, 
holidays, seeking nice female 
for friendship, fun and maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 409363 
BROADMINDED 42yr old 
male, GSOH, caring, loving 
good personality seeks female 
for fun friendship, relationship 
and adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 404623 
MATURE male, lonely, no ties, 
attractive, likes TV, reading, 
walks, holidays, meals out, 
seeks attractive, smart female, 
65-72 to share simple things in 
life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 408183 


SHY 60yr old male, seeks 
genuine female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 407847 


32YR old slim, dark haired, 
adventurous, creative, likes 
music, cycling and 
photography, seeks female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
352753 



visit us at: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles 
will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: 88833 texts £1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap 
compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to 
text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates- 
terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS sent (max 150 characters). Service only available where phone icon show. 
Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. To STOP text stop to 80098. Service 
provided by Sports4Adults. Help: 0844 800 1188. SMS TEXT CHAT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS sent. This service is a virtual chat service 
meaning you will not be able to meet the people listed. To STOP text stop to 80098. Service provided by JMedia. Help: 0844 800 1188. ALL 
SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of 
other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory pur¬ 
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local Specialists 


iMmiiJMii 


ROB’S 


Electricians 


KFOR^I 


ELECTRICAL 



Rewires - Fuse Board Changes - Extra Sockets - 
Lights Fitted - Showers Fitted & Changed and MORE 
Six-year Warranty on all work - 16 Years’ Experience 
Fast, Friendly, Professional and Tidy Workmanship 




Telephone: 01384 288 253 : Mobile: 07725 002 381 




Electrical 


ngs' 


nford 1 


lited 


Domestic 


Industrial 


Commercial 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 


-K— -hs 01384 278471 


Gardening 


MBfJelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: . 


mbelectric. co.uk U 




ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC 
ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN & FINISHED TO 
THE HIGHEST STANDARD 

s Call Dan on: 

E,,: 01384 263357 
BBSS 0 or 07866 886364 


REP0INTING OF 
BRICKWORK 

Old brickwork need 
repointing? 

40 years experience 

07963 123227 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Age concern & Local Authority Contractor 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) 
All staff C.R.B. Certified 


Kitchens & Bathrooms 


The Tradesman 

DESIGN, SUPPLY & INSTALL OR FIT ONLY 

♦ Bathrooms ♦ Kitchens ♦ Plumbing Repairs 
♦ Tiling & Household Repairs ♦ Property Maintenance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Best for price and service, call Bob on 

01384 288013 or 07966 362888 


♦ Gardening l 


• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a free quotation 


LAPWOOD 
SHEDS & 
FENCING 

All Types Of Shed & Fencing Supplied 
And Fitted with Quality Workmanship 
Why wait till Spring? 

Call now for considerable 
WINTER DISCOUNTS. 

For Free Quotes 
Call 07766117222 
01384 261651 
www.lapwoodsheds.com 



OAKHAM 

TREE SURGERY 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, 
Landlord Certificate’s, Worcester 
Bosch & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30+YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Ex British Gas 


Call Eddie 

07976 755441 
0121 544 8427 



Elegant 
Stairs 

Quality Stairparts 
supplied &f 
by mature 
craftsman 

For this and other carpentry 
work phone Bill for a 
Free Estimate/Quote on 

0121 533 9339 

or 07505 807686 


f ★ Professional, Fully Qualified Insured Tree Surgeon 
L * Tree Felling 
L ★ Hedge Trimming 
r * Pruning 

. ★ Crown Reduction-Lifts 
A * Reshaping 
■ ★Conifer Topping 

FREE QUOTATIONS 


CALL 01384 212265 
OR 07702 756197 


GORNAL TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 

• Conifers reduced and trimmed 

• Tree Felling * Turfing Stumps & Root Removal 
•Fencing Hedge Trimming 

• Jungles and gardens cleared 

• Fully Insured • NPTC Qualified 

• Crown reductions 
For a FREE QUOTE call 

l07860185i110ilf7l5H0i1384l8^0384l 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 1384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 




DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 





All Worked 

07754 676336 / 07950 659 < 


Visit our website www.fine-linepaving.co.uk 


T86%(^ 

»668~* 


Roofing 


RUBBISH 

1 A CHEAP RUBBISH 1 
| REMOVAL 7 DAYS | 

, Small Jobs tmi P* 3 , 

■no problem fSl 1 

I We load, I, I 
No Skips ft— 

| Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 

I Garage, Fridges, White I 
1 Goods, House Clearances 1 

| 0121 5006033 | 

07938 207122 

L ..... J 


AM ELECTRICAL JTI 
SERVICES 13 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And Port'Rewires / Fuse Boards 
Upgrades / Showed/ Extra Sockets 
PAT Testingf*$afety Reports 
CCTV / Burgula^Janhs 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121 369 23 7$ ^ 
07785 781652, 



Roofix Roofing 

Flat; roofing specialists 

All types of flat; roofing systems 
Tiling Work, Fascia, Soffits and Guttering 
Chimney Repointing, Free Quotations 

Tel: 04 SOS 560892 
Mobile: 07952 44204 7 
www. roofixwm. co. uk 


Skip Hire 


A'lvML, SlZliS 
^SEIT A REA! 

All Size Skips available for immediate delivery 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

SCRAP OARS 

removed for FREE 


MT SKIPS 




FreeAds 


IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

and simply click the FreeAds icon 

NO INTERNET ACCESS? PLEASE FILL OUT THE FORM BELOW 

(ONE WORD PER BOX, 12 WORDS IN TOTAL) 

© Please note, if you wish to book an ad by phone, post or in person, • 
there will be a standard charge of £3.00 per advert. 














Name: 

Postcode: 

1 enclose cheque/P.O. £. 

Please send to: Classific 

Adc 

Tel 

.made payable t 

idAds, Express & Star, 51 -i 

Jress: 

No: 

o ‘MNA Ltd’. 

53 Queen St, Wolverhampt 

on WV1 1ES. 


•Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 

Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 


To advertise your business and reach 61,350 potential customers... 

D 

Call us on... 

01902 319573 1M 

E-mail us at... 

n.cope@expressandstar.co.uk 

Post to... 

Nicky Cope, Dudley Chronicle, Black Lake 1 

Regional Centre, West Bromwich. B70 OQB 













































































































www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


DUDLEY CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19 2013 Page 35 

SPORT 


Victory for 
swimmers 
in the last 
of rounds 

National League Round 3 

SWIMMERS from Hale¬ 
sowen Swimming Club trav¬ 
elled to Worcester for the 
final round of the West Mid¬ 
lands National League 
Premier Division. 

The swimmers were 
looking to return to winning 
ways and after the opening 
relay events had opened up a 
five point gap to the other 
teams. 

The gala was never going 
to be easy and at the halfway 
point Halesowen were still 
in contention but five points 
behind first spot but, after a 
strong run of results, the 
team were back in the lead 
by 10 points with just the 
final relays to go. 

The swimmers ran out 
winners overall by 11 points 
to finish 2013 in fine style. 

Stars of the show were 
double event winners Kate 
Morrice in the butterfly and 
freestyle; James Cuthbert in 
the breaststroke and butter¬ 
fly and Richard Spoor in the 
breaststroke and individual 
medley. 

Other individual winners 
were Chloe Finch and Josh 
Bradley in the freestyle and 
Mark Laing in the breast¬ 
stroke. 

The age 13 and under boys 
team including Jakob Baker, 
Jamie Greenwood and Jack 
Simpson won the medley 
relay and the open mens 
team including Zach Collins, 
Jacob Darby, Michael 
Edmonds were unbeatable 
in both freestyle and medley 
relays. 

Halesowen 210, Long 
Eaton A 199, Worcester 
195, Bilston 186, City of 
Hereford 156, Calverton & 
Bingham 101. 

Hicklin at 
the double 

Halas Hawks Ladies 1 

Stourbridge Ladies 3 

STOURBRIDGE made the 
short trip to Premier League 
Halas Hawks in the second 
round of the League Cup. 

Stourbridge pressure was 
rewarded when a Katie 
McBain effort was sliced 
into the goal by a Halas 
defender. 

In the second half Charlie 
Hicklin doubled the lead 
with a low shot that beat the 
keeper at the near post and 
now Stourbridge were 
totally in control, reducing 
Halas to long range efforts. 

Then Stourbridge failed to 
clear their lines and Halas 
halved the deficit. 

The game was settled 
when Hicklin struck again 
for Stourbridge. 


It’s a high five for Hales' ladies side 



Sophie Richards 


Halesowen Ladies 5 
Wednesfield 0 

The Yeltz Ladies squad faced 
Wednesfield in the county cup 
and the visitors are three leagues 
above them in the Regional 
Premier. 

So Halesowen were expecting a 
tough game. 

However, with stronger opposi¬ 
tion, Halesowen always raise 
their game. 

Playing with a strong wind 
across the pitch Halesowen took 
the game to the visitors. 

With the strong powerful mid- 
field pairing of Sarah Hamill and 


Football 


Tracey Haycock the home side 
were giving nothing away and 
there was some great work on the 
wing by Haycock who found 
Hayley Chatwin unmarked and 
with a controlled take down 
placed the ball past the stranded 
keeper. 

Within five minutes the Yeltz 
were two up with Katie Moore 
driving the ball into the roof of 
the net. 

Chloe Harris scored a deserved 
goal late in the half with Sophie 
Richards showing the visitors 


how Halesowen wingers play. 
Half time came with Halesowen 
having most of the control of the 
game. 

Second half and Wednesfield 
with nothing to lose came at the 
Yeltz side. The tackles were 
crunching and it was no place for 
the faint-hearted. 

After a free kick placed in to 
the visitor’s defence the ball was 
headed out and found Shel 
Thomas and from 30 yards out 
she smashed the ball back in to 
the open goal making it 4-0. 

Wednesfield did huff and puff 
but the outstanding centre backs 


of Gemma Moss and Charlotte 
Byatt of the Yeltz and one of the 
best in the league kept them at 
bay. 

Goal of the game came late on 
through Haycock on the volley 
who scored a perfect goal of 
which any premiership striker 
would have been proud. 

Manager Scott Mckee said, on 
paper Wednesfield should have 
won the game, but the ladies 
were on point in commitment 
passion and pride, we were the 
better side from start to finish 
and deserved to be in the quarter 
finals. 


Seven for seven after 
one goal wins for Yeltz 


Halesowen 1 Sutton Coldfield 0 

HALESOWEN grabbed another three points 
to make it seven wins in seven games against 
nine-man Sutton Coldfield, who were given 
two red cards in the space of five minutes. 

The game had a quiet start and both sides had little 
chances at goal, but on the 25 minute mark, Aaron Griffiths 
found space on the left wing and he cut into the Sutton 
defence to send a ball hurtling towards goal, but it went just 


wide. 

Sutton then had a chance 
of their own as Mark Danks 
hit a cross into the box and 
Daryl Taylor did a cheeky 
back-heel shot that also 
went wide. 

The game sparked into life 
in the closing stages of the 
second half as a corner flew 
into the box and Aaron Grif¬ 
fiths was the first person to 
get his head to the ball, but 
the ball, again, went wide. 

Halesowen nearly claimed 
the lead just before half time 
as Neil Mackenzie hit a 
swirling shot that was on- 
target as it flew towards the 
bottom right corner but Lee 
Evans managed to knock the 
ball past the post. 

The final chance of the 
first half came from Sutton 
as Danks hit a looping ball 
towards goal which went 
over the top of the bar. 

The second half started 
with Sutton going forward 
as Danks kept threating the 
Halesowen defence hitting a 
shot from a tight angle but it 
missed. 

Halesowen then started to 
attack as Jean-Michel 
Gueyes hit a shot from 
inside the box, but the ball 
flew over the bar. 


Football 


Sutton were getting closer 
to goal as Stuart 
McNaughton hit a shot from 
20 yards out, but Matt 
Sargeant made a great save. 

Halesowen were having a 
fair amount of chances as 
well, as Tom Tonks threw a 
long ball into the box and it 
landed in front of Joe Hull 
who blasted the ball over the 
bar. 

Then with 15 minutes left, 
Halesowen took the lead as 
Jean-Michel Gueyes hit the 
corner ball into the box and 
Hull was the fastest to react 
as he tapped the ball past 
goalkeeper Lee Evans and 
into the net. 

Then five minutes later, 
ex-Yeltz player Scott Lycett 
was sent off. 

A second red card was 
given to Sutton, as Lee 
Parsons was sent off and the 
team manager Neil Tooth 
was sent to the stands by the 
referee. 

The final chance of the 
game came from Halesowen 
as Neil Mackezie hit a long 
free-kick towards goal but it 
was easily gathered by Lee 
Evans. 


Saxons exorcise ghost of snow-bound defeat 


Bromsgrove 7 

Stourbridge Saxons 41 

AN error-strewn affair at 
Finstall Park exorcised the 
ghost of Bromsgrove’s snow¬ 
bound victory back in 
January. 

The game produced a 
bonus point win that keeps 
the Saxons very much in the 
four-way race at the top of 
National 2 North. Wing 
Nathan Bressington’s hat- 
trick further extended his 
record to 59 tries in club 
colours. 

An early rash of Broms¬ 
grove tackle and maul 
infringements were 

penalised and flanker Dave 
Hughes was handed a yellow 
card. 

The Saxons pack worked a 
catch and drive, shunting 
the depleted defenders over 
the line for Nigel Mukarati 
to make the opening score. 

Ben Hughes was next to 
drive over and score. 

Mukarati broke right 
from the base of the scrum 
and passed to Sione 
Tu’ipolotu who cut through 
the defence to score. 

Tom Jarvis then sold full¬ 
back Ollie Bache an outra¬ 
geous dummy and waltzed 
over to score the bonus point 
try. Hughes returned from 
the sinbin to galvanise a 
Bromsgrove side staring at a 
heavy defeat. 

At the same time the 



Nathan Bressington with the ball with Nigel Mukarati in support for the Saxons 


Saxons got on the wrong 
side of Mr Watters and con¬ 
ceded a sequence of six 
penalties. 

Ben Barkley secured the 
ball and drove through 
several defenders, it was 
worked quickly right to 
Dipple whose long cut-out 
pass found Dan Thompson. 

He executed a simple 
draw and give to Jarvis, and 
with the cover struggling to 
get across Bressington 


gratefully accepted a 
scoring pass to touch down 
in the right corner. 

A lineout in the Saxons’ 
22, gave the hosts a penalty 
try when Mike Hill’s side 
entry disrupted a driving 
maul. The visitors struck 
back when Bressington 
again outpaced the defence 
and scored from just inside 
his own half. 

With Saxons a man down 
due to a yellow card the 


hosts couldn’t make the 
man advantage pay. 

White’s return heralded 
a high-tempo last 10 
minutes that saw the 
penalty flow reversed as the 
hosts shipped five. 

A quick tap deep in 
Bromsgrove’s 22 set up 
Bressington's third try as 
White’s long floated pass 
allowed him to canter in at 
the corner in the dying 
seconds. 


Heathens 
plans for 
Kurtz are 
in tatters 

CRADLEY Heathens’ plans 
to sign double Australian 
under-16 champion Brady 
Kurtz have been blown out 
of the water. 

The fallout means the all- 
conquering side have reluc¬ 
tantly jettisoned 

title-winner Dan Green¬ 
wood from their planned 
line-up. 

Club chairman Nigel 
Pearson said: “Brady was 
agreed a fortnight ago, but 
we have received notifica¬ 
tion in writing that the 
British Speedway Promot¬ 
ers’ Association have 
deemed him ineligible for 
the National League. 

“We have spent all day 
number crunching and a 
very reluctant decision has 
been made to release Dan. 
It’s a setback, but Dan has 
been very philosophical and 
we will do everything we can 
to fix him up elsewhere.” 

Greenwood insists there 
are no hard feelings. 

“The change in circum¬ 
stances with Brady Kurtz 
has also had a knock-on 
effect for myself, which I’m 
gutted about but totally 
understand,” he said. 

“I will keep in touch with 
all my friends and spon¬ 
sors.” Cradley have Steve 
Worrall and Max Clegg on 
board. 

Old Hales 
take charge 
in friendly 

Halesonians 2nds 17 
Bournville 2nds 12 

OLD Halesonians Seconnds 
welcomed Bournville 
Seconds to Wassell Grove for 
a friendly game in extremely 
blustery conditions. 

Towards the end of the 
first half, Bournville pressed 
the Old Hales line and 
finally broke through to 
score a converted try. 

Old Hales came out for the 
second half with more 
purpose and wing Simon 
Sabel who ran 60 metres to 
score under the posts. 

Tom Harris converting 
the score. 

Harris then slotted away a 
penalty kick. 

Alex Church then scored 
under the posts, again 
Harris converted. 

Bournville’s second row 
struck back and squeezed 
over for a try. 

The conversion attempt 
was charged down by a 
determined Andy Holloway 
to secure a 17-12 win for Old 
Hales. 
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An ill wind 
blows no 
good for 
visitors 

Coventry Sphinx 2 
Tipton Town 0 

A BITING gale force west¬ 
erly wind blew incessantly 
but Sphinx adapted to the 
conditions the better of the 
two sides and it was Tipton 
who were made to feel the 
chill. 

The home side opened 
their account with a stun¬ 
ning strike by Ash Wilkes 
who, with the gale at his 
back, launched a spectacular 
volley from near the right 
touchline to beat Pember¬ 
ton. 

Tipton resumed after the 
break with the wind at their 
backs, but their hopes nose¬ 
dived when they fell 2-0 
down in the 50th minute. 

Their defence got pulled 
out of position and Kiam 
Gladins drove the ball home. 

Thereafter, Connor Gator 
responded for the visitors 
with a goalworthy effort 
turned aside with difficulty 
by Carl O’Neill. 

Lee Wherton excelled in 
the 71st minute, launching a 
ball-winning tackle on 
Wilkes as Sphinx pressed. 

Sphinx went desperately 
close to a third goal seven 
minutes from time when 
substitute Aden Moore cut 
in from the left wing and 
arrowed his drive only just 
wide of the visitors’ post. 

In the final moments 
Danny Ashton twice went 
close for Tipton, lobbing just 
over the top following a 
corner kick and seconds 
later firing inches wide. 

Glassboysin 
loss at home 

Stourbridge 0 
Arlesey Town 2 

STOURBRIDGE fell to their 
first home defeat for three 
months against a strong, 
athletic and hard-working 
Arlesey side. 

The Glassboys best 
chance of the afternoon 
came in the 14th minute 
when a first-time flick by 
Benbow from a Geddes pass 
played in Rowe on the right- 
hand side of the box, 
however, he slipped his low 
angled shot past the far post. 

Instead it was the visitors 
who made the breakthrough 
on the half-hour with a well 
worked goal. 

The Glassboys were 
finding it increasingly hard 
to build up any real momen¬ 
tum. 

Four minutes before time 
Arlesey made sure of the 
three points when Coleman 
blocked a cross, but he could 
do nothing to prevent Hatch 
from burying the rebound in 
the goal. 


Loss of identity led to loss of Baggies boss 



Steve Clarke - sacked 


STEVE CLARKE can call on some 
high-powered testimonials as to the 
quality of his work. 

Five-star managers, former and 
current internationals - all have 
been unanimous about Clarke’s 
abilities, certainly as a coach. 

But the axe has fallen in support 
of one of the game’s oldest adages. 
All teams eventually assume the 
personality of the man at the helm 
and under their quiet and undemon¬ 
strative head coach, Albion had 
become anonymous. 

Like the names Clarke can put on 


Football 


his CV the Baggies have an impres¬ 
sive roster, by easy consent their 
most impressive of the Premier 
League era. 

But they have become neither one 
thing nor the other in a year of deep¬ 
ening decline; all the glitter is on 
paper when it needs to be on the 
pitch. 

After one-and-a-half seasons, it is 
difficult to know what Clarke’s 
Albion stand for, what their identity 
is. He certainly never seemed to 


settle on a best team. They have an 
array of attacking weaponry, but 
struggle to score goals. The stylish, 
possession-based passing football 
now comes only in fits and starts. 

A defence that was the basis of his 
predecessor’s success, has lost its 
certainty. Albion don’t surrender 
meekly, but neither do they take 
games by the scruff of the neck. 

In the eyes of supporters, Clarke 
was a reactive manager and not pro¬ 
active, a man who seemed to 
approach games making sure he 
didn’t lose it before he tried to win it. 


There have been times in the 
club’s Premier League story when 
that would have been acceptable - 
but not when he has such an impres¬ 
sive array of offensive talent at his 
disposal. 

All of this has combined to cost 
him his place and when the brutality 
of the moment has passed the 50- 
year-old Scot with the blue chip con¬ 
tacts book may view his first spell in 
charge as a missed opportunity. 

He wanted to preach caution still 
when The Hawthorns was primed 
for greater adventure. 


FIRST WIN ELUDES 
THE DK BATTLERS 


Dudley Kingswinford 5 Chester 36 

IF matches were decided on effort 
and commitment then DK surely were 
worthy of a major shock and record¬ 
ing their first win of the season. 

For almost an hour they dominated possession 
and territory but could only muster one try for all 


their efforts against a 
physically strong and 
defensively sound 
Chester team. 

That was not to say 
Chester did not create many 
opportunities themselves, 
but a combination of dogged 
DK defence; selfishness on 
their part, and dropped ball 
ensured the scoreline was 
always within touch for DK 
until the final quarter. 

DK welcomed back front 
rowers Dan Shakespeare 
and Matt Humphreys to the 
side and although against a 
bigger pack, DK managed to 
control their set pieces well. 

Possession 

And through Pete Knight 
they managed to turn over a 
large amount of Chester pos¬ 
session that was not always 
well used. 

The tactics of attacking at 
every opportunity always 
shows spirit and enterprise, 
but when things go wrong, 
leave the team vulnerable to 
the quick counterattack. 

Playing into a strong wind 
in the first half the signs 
looked ominous again for the 
home side conceding two 
tries in the opening 10 
minutes through wing 
Andrew Oakden and centre 
Richard Varkulis converted 
by his fellow centre Rhys 
Hayes. 

However, this DK side do 
not know when to lie down, 


Rugby 


and immediately took the 
game to the visitors where 
they spent most of the 
remainder of the half, and 
following some good driving 
play by the forwards had 
only a fine opportunist try 
from scrum half Connah 
Jones. 

To add to their woes they 
also lost Nick Murphy from 
the second row. 

The second half continued 
where they left off in the 
first with DK on the offen¬ 
sive, but after 15 minutes, in 
a rare foray into the DK half 
Chester broke away and 
scored their third try of the 
game by replacement winger 
Ross White converted by 
Hayes. 

Lesser teams would have 
folded at this stage but 
credit to DK who continued 
to attack at every opportu¬ 
nity. 

In the final 10 minutes 
Chester ran in three further 
tries by replacements 
Michael Craven and Thomas 
Evans as well as fly-half 
William Nelson Hayes con¬ 
verting the last try to bring 
the game to an end, and 
more disappointment for the 
lads who gave their all but 
not to be their day. 

This weekend DK make 
the short journey to local 
rivals Stourbridge. 



Hales end 
on top in 
close call 

Newport 23 Old Hales 29 

OLD Halesonians travelled 
to Shropshire for a close 
fought rugby game that 
seemed to favour the better 
prepared home side. 

This was to be a hard 
fought battle with the lead 
changing several times 
during the game. 

After nine minutes Hales 
fly half Steve Powell con¬ 
verted a penalty to lead 0-3. 

Pressure by the home side 
was rewarded by Hales 
giving a penalty to Newport 
to even things up. 

Shortly after Newport 
again forced another 
penalty. 

Joe Oxford who took on 
his opposite number in his 
usual railroad manner for a 
great try. 

Five minutes later 
Newport were again looking 
stronger in maul and ruck 
which resulted in a con¬ 
verted pushover try. 

A Newport handling error 
gave the ball to Hales and 
Luke Smith sprinted for a 
try. Newport again came 
back with a try, converted 
for a 20 to 17 lead. 

Powell then scored for 
Hales. After 65 minutes 
Newport got their final 
points through a penalty. 

A driving maul led by Tom 
Jordan saw him secure a 
well deserved try which 
Powell converted. 

Festive rallying 
cry from Jackett 

KENNY JACKETT is calling 
Wolves to rediscover their 
hunger by claiming a bumper 
15-point festive haul. 

The Molineux head coach 
sees Saturday’s clash at in¬ 
form Rotherham as the ideal 
challenge. 

“There are 15 points to 
play for and everyone plays 
exactly the same pro¬ 
gramme. We have to get a 
good chunk of those 15 
joints.” _ 

The Chronicle, a Midland 

News Association Ltd 
publication, printed 
by the company at 
Ketley, Telford. Thursday, 
December 19, 2013. 
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CHRISTMAS 
OPENING TIMES 

CLOSED 

Sat 21st Dec - 26th Dec 
OPEN 

Friday 27th 10am - 2pm 
Saturday 28th 10am - 2pm 
Monday 30th 10am -2pm 
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